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 Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter  

216 N. Main Street ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, March 24, 2024 
 

The Sunday of Passion/Palm Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING GOSPEL                                                                                   Mark 11:1-11 

P     Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 

 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 

ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say 

this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and 

found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the 

bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what 

Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 

threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went 

ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around 

at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 

P     The gospel of the Lord. 

C     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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BLESSING OF PALMS 

P     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

P     Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those 

who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who 

carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to 

his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

PROCESSIONAL SONG:  All Glory Laud and Honor . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY             

P     Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the 

servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who 

with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s 

church. 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                    Isaiah 50:4–9a 

A reading from the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah. 

 

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the 

fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an 

important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did 

not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who 

pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD 

helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and 

I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 

with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is 

the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                             Philippians 2:5–11 

A reading from the second chapter of Philippians. 

 

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on 

the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross 

becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within 

the community of Christ. 
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5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a 
cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 
A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

GOSPEL                                    Mark 15:1-47 

P    The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a 

new covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify 

him recognize him to be the Son of God. 

 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 

scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 

Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 
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so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have 

you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no 

further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

 6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 

asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 

murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 

them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for 

you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief 

priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 

release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish 

me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify 

him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

“Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and 

after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

 16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 

headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a 

purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they 

began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his head with a reed, spat 

upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of 

the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

 21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; 

it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to 

the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him 

wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his 

clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

 25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the 

charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two 

bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking 

their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 

days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the same way the chief 

priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, 

“He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 

down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified 

with him also taunted him. 

 33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36And 
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someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave 

a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top 

to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 

breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”  

 40There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 

Salome. 41These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and 

there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 

 42When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 

before the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was 

also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked 

for the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning 

the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned 

from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought 

a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a 

tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the 

tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid. 

 

P    The gospel of the Lord. 

C    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  O Sacred Head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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THE APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-

being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

Blessed One, today the church sings glad hosannas as we enter Holy Week. Prepare us to 

bear witness to Christ’s suffering and death endured for our sake. Gather your people 

around the cross and comfort us with resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Renew your good creation and protect the balance of life on earth. Encourage the work of 

foresters, scientists, arborists, gardeners, and river keepers. We pray for the health of 

pollinating insects, songbirds, and native plants. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Establish peace and justice among the nations. Hold to account any with authority to 

judge others. Grant that courts, legislatures, and local governments will serve with 

integrity and compassion. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Bring hope to any who feel forsaken or forgotten. Make a way for refugees and asylum 

seekers. Reunite families enduring separation. We pray for any who are incarcerated, 

institutionalized, or in foster care, that they may know your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Give energy and joy to bishops, pastors, deacons, worship leaders, and musicians. Bless 

baptismal candidates, their sponsors, confirmands, and teachers. Watch over those who 

travel. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Blessed One, our times are in your hand. Sustain us in discipleship throughout our lives 

and receive us into everlasting life.  

Your mercy is great. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 
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ANTHEM Would I have Answered When You Called                                Church Choir              

Congregation stands and sings at verse 4 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that 

we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with 

this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  

Pastor          Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor 

 

 

 

Congregation 

 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

All people are welcome at the Lord’s Table to receive Christ’s real presence and grace. 

You are invited forward to take a cup and then kneel around the altar as you’re able. 

You’ll receive the bread and eat, then hold your cup to be filled with wine and drink. 

You’ll then return to your seat the way you came forward.  
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Palm Sunday Glory                         Handbell Choir 

 

P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P      Let us pray. 

C     Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains 

of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the 

name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P     Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep 

you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace.  

C    Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: Go  to Dark Gethsemane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stand & Sing 

 
 

SENDING 

A    Go in peace. Serve in love. 

C    Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE Spanish Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fanfare 

We give thanks for our lector, Anne Reese.  

 

Altar flowers today are given by Kathy Barker to the glory of God, and by Carole Jolley 

in memory of her mother’s birthday today, Sybil Jolley. 

 

 

This Weeks Schedule:  

 

Sunday, March 24th        

9:15 am – Adult Handbells 

9:30 am – Sunday School 

10:10 am – Church Choir 

10:30 am – Worship Service (Palm Sunday) 

6:00 pm – Church Choir 

 

Tuesday, March 26th 

7:00 pm – Nar-Anon 

 

Thursday, March 28th 

7:00 pm – Maundy Thursday Worship 

8:00 pm – Chamber Choir 

 

Friday, March 29th 

7:00 pm – Good Friday Worship 

 

Saturday, March 30th 

2:00 pm – Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Sunday, March 31st      

7:00 am – Sunrise Service 

8:00 am – Easter Breakfast 

10:30 am – Easter Worship Service  

 

 

 

 

 

Give your offering online! 

If you’d like to give your 

offering online, simply scan the 

QR code and fill out the form. 
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Meet the Summer Mission Trip Travelers! 

Holy Comforter is excited to send all of our active youth group members and adults to the 

Dwelling and the Youth Gathering this summer! June 12th-16th, our group will spend 

time learning about homelessness while serving the community of Winston-Salem and 

The Dwelling. July 16th-20th is our second trip to New Orleans where we are excited to 

experience the Youth Gathering. We are spotlighting each traveler over the upcoming 

months. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org 

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 

Hi, I'm Erin Cassel. I'm 12 and in 7th grade at 

Mountain Island Charter school. In my free time I 

like to play volleyball, play the oboe, and come to 

HCY. I'm active in HCY, conformation, and worship 

by helping with communion or acolyting.  Last 

summer I went to the Dwelling and had so many 

new experiences. I learned that when people's basic 

needs are not being met, they cannot be the best 

version of themselves. I can't wait to go back and 

have so many more experiences and meet new 

people. 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

