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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, January 15, 2017 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline                                                       

Pastor                                                                              Organist/Choirmaster 

 

GATHERING/WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE:  Canticle of Joy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. S. Bach 

 

GATHERING SONG:  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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PRESENTATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 

raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 

of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life 

of the world. 

 

The presiding minister addresses parents: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 

Finn Lee Brooks baptized into Christ? 

 

Response: 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister continues: 

As you bring Finn to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

 to live with him among God's faithful people, 

 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

 so that Finn may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 

 

Do you promise to help Finn grow in the Christian faith and life? 

 

Response: 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Finn by praying for him in his new life in 

Christ? 

C     We do. 

The assembly stands. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents and 

sponsors of young children. The assembly may join in the responses. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C     I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C     I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C     I renounce them. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

 

P     Do you believe in God the Father? 

C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P     Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C    I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
P     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 
P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P     Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the 

waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh 

and satisfy all living things. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them 

with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised 

land. 

 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 

freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for 

Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, 

baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 

Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and 

female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen. 

The assembly may be seated. 

BAPTISM 
P     Finn Lee Brooks, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

        and of the Son, 

        and of the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen. 

C    You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 

 

P     Sustain Finn with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C    Amen. 
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P     Finn Lee Brooks, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 

with the cross of Christ forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

WELCOME 
A     Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven. 

 

A     Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C     We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us 

in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 

to all the world. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY             
P     Let us pray. 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 

calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C     Amen. 

 

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING:                      Isaiah 49:1–7                                                                                
A reading from the forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah. 

 

Here the servant Israel speaks for herself and acknowledges herself as God’s secret 

weapon. Called before her birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not 

only to restore Israel itself. The servant’s ultimate assignment is to bring news of God’s 

victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for this task. 

 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-minute (or so) 
time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children will return to their parents 
during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 years-old are invited to join others their 
age in the nurseries. 
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1
Listen to me, O coastlands, 

  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

 The LORD called me before I was born, 

  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

 
2
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

 he made me a polished arrow, 

  in his quiver he hid me away. 

 
3
And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

 
4
But I said, “I have labored in vain, 

  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

 yet surely my cause is with the LORD, 

  and my reward with my God.” 

 
5
And now the LORD says, 

  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

 to bring Jacob back to him, 

  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, 

  and my God has become my strength— 

 
6
he says, 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

 I will give you as a light to the nations, 

  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 
7
Thus says the LORD, 

  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

  the slave of rulers, 

 “Kings shall see and stand up, 

  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

 because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING:                              1 Corinthians 1:1–9 

A reading from the first chapter of Corinthians. 

 

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, 

Paul opens this letter by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained 

its life as part of the divine call into the fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, 

 

  
2
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

  
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
4
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, 
5
for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind—
6
just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 

you—
7
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
8
He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9
God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL                           John 1:29-42 

P      The holy gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to 

share with others what they have found. 
 

29
[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world!
30

This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 

man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 
31

I myself did not know him; but 

I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32

And 

John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 

him. 
33

I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to 

me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 

Holy Spirit.’ 
34

And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

  
35

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 
36

and as he watched 

Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 
37

The two disciples heard 

him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38

When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 

said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated 

means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 
39

He said to them, “Come and see.” They 

came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about 

four o’clock in the afternoon. 
40

One of the two who heard John speak and followed him 

was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41

He first found his brother Simon and said to him, 

“We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 
42

He brought Simon to 

Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 

Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pastor Micah 

        

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  He Comes to Us as One Unknown . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing. 

A brief silence. 

We praise you for your continued grace and presence with Holy Comforter through our 

hundred years of service in your name. Continue to form us, call us, and guide us, as we 

discern how you call us to ministry today. May we be ever faithful to your word and 

will. Send us out as one in you, proclaiming your glory and serving all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Fed with bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood, make us eager to care for your good 

creation. Send us to pick up litter from highways and lakeshores and protect animal 

habitats. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all the nations of the world. Help us to reach out to the places where the 

scandal of hunger resides. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Quell the anxieties of all who wait for test results. Bring hope to all whose life is a 

struggle and filled with despair. Send us to care for those who suffer (especially). Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Open us to see how our congregation abounds with every spiritual gift. Send us out to 

share our abundant gifts and proclaim your steadfast love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you for the faithfulness of your prophets. Strengthen our faith in you. Send us 

out to proclaim and live your justice boldly. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you 

and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other 

in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

PEACE 

P    The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C   And also with you. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING ANTHEM:  Standin’ in the Need of Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church Choir 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus . . . . . . All Stand & Sing  

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P    Merciful God, 

C   receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Through this 

meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the 

sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE      Assistant                                  Congregation 
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        A 

 

 

 

        C 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 
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  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled 

with light and life. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION 

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of 

the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  The Only Son from Heaven. . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 

 
 

P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A     Let us pray. 

C    O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly 

food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day— 

that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
A     The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your 

path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

upon you and remain with you always. 

C     Thanks be to God.  
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SENDING SONG: In Christ Called to Baptize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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DISMISSAL  
A     Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this The Second Sunday 
after the Epiphany. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among 
us and that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.  
Please sign our guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with 
you.  If you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this 
family of God.  
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children 
come to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits 
found in the Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. 
Nurseries for children (infants through 3 years old) are located in the 
Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the 
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the 
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please 
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org. 
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Dianne Lail 
in honor of Carmen De Nicholas and Evan Nichols’ birthdays; and by Jo & Harold 
Singleton in memory of Jo’s parents, Joseph & Lillie Surrett. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them 
home, but please return the containers to the church. 
      Carmen Buell, Worship & Music 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639. 
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Attendance & Budget  Report for Sunday, January 1, 2017: 
Attendance: 50 
 
Budget Report                         January 1, 2017 
Current Offering Received 1/1/17    $     1,562.00   
Weekly Budgeted Expenses     $     5,656.42 
 
NOTE: No Worship Service January 8 due to snow & ice. 
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS: 
LECTOR: Billy Joye, Jr., Jim Buell   ALTAR GUILD: (Team 2)  
             Brad Milton, Co-Captain  
ACOLYTE:  Volunteer    Brandy Milton, Co-Captain 
                  Donna Bean 
CRUCIFER: Volunteer          

     NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 AM) 
       Staff & Volunteers        
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:          
Volunteers     TELLERS:  Raini Kimball, 
                Dennis Tucker  
EUCHARISTS PRESENTERS: 
Need Volunteers            GREETER:  Pat Koehler   
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Jill Cassel, 
                                         Krystyna Sarrazin         USHERS:  Volunteers 
 
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, January 15    Tuesday, January 17 
  9:30 am   Sunday School      7:00 pm   Chamber Choir 
10:10 am   Church Choir                      Nar-Anon 
10:30 am   The Service with Infant Baptism 
         and Holy Communion   Wednesday, January 18 
                  Church Council after the service   6:45 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
  4:00 pm   Children’s Ensemble    
  5:00 pm   Handbell Choir               Saturday, January 21 
  6:00 pm   Church Choir    11:00 am   Kids’ Club meets to go 
                         to Ray’s Splash Planet 
    
 

      Remember to pick up your 2017 offering envelopes 
      located in the narthex of the church. 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK:  January 15-21 
Today, January 15  Zaneta Sarrazin 
January 17  Julie Wiegand  
January 18  Carmen De Nicholas 
         Jerri Wesson 
 

January 19  Faye Heller 
         Paul Outlaw 
         Elliott Williams 
January 21  Jane Howard 
         Paul Nault 

 
The annual congregational meeting will be next Sunday, January 22. 

 
On Sunday, February 5, the youth of Holy Comforter will collect for the 

 

 

 

 

 

More than 25 years ago, the Souper Bow l of Caring began 

w ith a simple prayer from a single youth group: 
 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be  

mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 
 

Since that day, more than $125 million has been raised for local charit ies across the 

country through Souper Bow l of Caring. It  has become a powerful movement that is 

transforming the t ime around the Big Game into the nation’s largest celebrat ion of 

giving and serving. Through this mission, young people learn w hat it ’s like to make 

a posit ive dif ference in the world – as they collect food, raise money and volunteer 

to work in charit ies that provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry and 

compassion to those in need. Be part of this movement that is sharing God’s love 

with those in need. Please give generously on Super Bow l Sunday. Every dollar 

donated goes to Belmont Community Organization (BCO). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 
 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday  8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 

Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MicahKearney@gmail.com 

 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com
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We welcome, via infant baptism, Finn Lee Brooks 

to our family at Holy Comforter. 
Finn is the son of Mitch & Makayla Brooks. 

Born September 2, 2016 
 
 

 

 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 

 
Cathleen Allen 
Shirley Causby 
Tommy Causby 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Shawn De Nicholas 
Ardean Ewing 

The Family of Daphne  
Hansen 
Dot Holland 
Zac Hullander 
Chase Lineberger 
Ann Outlaw 
Holly Peche 

Sherry Perry 
Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Jack Tench 
Mark Reese 
Beverly Reynolds 

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Father Frank Cancro 
Scott Frisk 
Carol Fox 

Brian Jackson & Family 
Terry Faulkner & Family 
Parker Holland 

Jennifer Lineberger 
Capt. Basil Jeff Marett 
Donnie Yavelak 

 
OUR SERVICEMEN 

 
Matt Cisek 
Jason Gardner 

Dillon Kasmer 
Leo Kasmer 

Tom Kasmer 
Mike Kelso 

 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, please inform the church office. 

The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org. 
 

http://www.holyc.org/

