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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, June 3, 2018 
 

The Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline                                                       

Pastor                                                                              Organist/Choirmaster 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE: Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dahl 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love. 

C   Amen. 

P   Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P    Eternal God our creator, 

C   in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the 

work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts 

and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P    Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his 

sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Gather Us In . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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GREETING 

P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C   And also with you. 

 

KYRIE    Pastor                   Congregation 
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                                       Pastor                                     Congregation 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P    Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you free the oppressed, heal the sick, and 

make whole all that you have made. Look with compassion on the world wounded by sin, 

and by your power restore us to wholeness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C    Amen. 

 

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                              Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

A reading from the fifth chapter of Deuteronomy. 

 

Part of the Ten Commandments, these verses instruct the Israelites to keep the Sabbath. 

The Israelites are to rest and they are to allow their slaves, their livestock, and the 

foreigners living among them to do the same. They were once slaves, and so they are to 

treat their own slaves justly. 
 

12Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 13Six 

days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD 

your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or 

female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in 

your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you. 15Remember that 

you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there 

with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded 

you to keep the sabbath day. 

 

A    The word of the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. 
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth 
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries. 
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PSALM 81:1-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 

 

 1Sing with joy to | God our strength 

  and raise a loud shout to the | God of Jacob. 

 2Raise a song and | sound the timbrel, 

  the merry harp, | and the lyre.  

 3Blow the ram’s horn at | the new moon, 

  and at the full moon, the day | of our feast; 

 4for this is a stat- | ute for Israel, 

  a law of the | God of Jacob. 

 5God laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, going out over the | land of Egypt, 

  where I heard a voice I | did not know: 

 6“I eased your shoulder | from the burden; 

  your hands were set free from the grave- | digger’s basket. 

 7You called on me in trouble, and I de- | livered you; 

  I answered you from the secret place of thunder and tested you at the wa- | ters of 

Meribah. 

 8Hear, O my people, and I will ad- | monish you: 

  O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 

 9There shall be no strange | god among you; 

  you shall not worship a | foreign god. 

 10I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the | land of Egypt. 

  Open your mouth wide, and | I will fill it. 

 

 

SECOND READING                                            2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

A reading from the fourth chapter of 2 Corinthians. 

 

When we carry out God’s ministry we do so not for our glory but for the sake of Jesus 

Christ whom we proclaim as Lord. The power for ministry comes from God, not us, so 

that we persevere no matter what, trusting in God’s power and promises at work through 

us. 
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5We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your 

slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ. 

  7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this 

extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in 

every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not 

forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of 

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we 

live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may 

be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

 

A    The word of the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                      Mark 2:23-3:6 

P    The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the second and third chapters. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus challenges the prevailing interpretation of what is lawful on the sabbath and tells 

his critics that the sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way around. Healing 

the man with the withered hand is work that cannot wait until the next day. 
 

23One sabbath [Jesus] was going through the grain fields; and as they 

made their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24The 

Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful 

on the sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what 

David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of 

food? 26He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, 
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and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and 

he gave some to his companions.” 27Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for 

humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the 

sabbath.” 

 3:1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 
2They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might 

accuse him. 3And he said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” 4Then 

he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to 

kill?” But they were silent. 5He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their 

hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and 

his hand was restored. 6The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the 

Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 

 

P    The gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  God Is Here! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 



9 

 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P    The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C   And also with you.  

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling . . . . . . . . Church Choir   

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Create in Me a Clean Heart . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

P     Let us pray, 

C    Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 

gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying for the world 

that God so loves. 

A brief silence. 

God our strength, you command your people to keep sabbath. Coax your church away 

from the busyness of the world and give us holy rest, so that, refreshed, we will give 

vibrant witness to your world-healing love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our strength, you restore what is withered. As all creation stretches forth in hunger 

and thirst for you, revive what has ceased to flourish and repair what has fallen into 

decay. Make us partners in your holy healing. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our strength, we ache for peace. Teach nations that you carry our burdens, you free 

human hands, and you rescue us in distress. Raise up leaders in the world who listen to 

your voice and walk in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our strength, people are afflicted and perplexed, persecuted and struck down. Shine 

the light of your glory into the hearts of your suffering ones (especially) so that they will 

not be crushed, driven to despair, or forsaken. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our strength, you grieve our hardness of heart whenever we turn your holy counsel 

into rules to control others. Open our hearts to your loving will for these times, for our 

neighbors, and for this community of faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



12 

 

God our strength, death is at work in us, but life is in you. Free us now to live into your 

promise of indestructible life and, in the end, restore us with all the saints. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our prayers in trust and 

thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

BLESSING 

P     May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C    Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING 

P     Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Second Sunday after 
Pentecost.  We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and 
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.  Please 
sign our guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you.  If 
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of 
God. 
  
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!” 
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for older 
toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children (infants through 3 years 
old) are in the Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the 
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the 
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please 
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.  
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Tim & Shelia 
in honor of their anniversary. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them 
home, but please return the containers to the church.    

   Carmen Buell, Worship & Music 
 
Offering and Attendance Report for May 27, 2018: 
Attendance: 80 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 

 

http://www.holyc.org/
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Budget Report              This Week                 Year-to-Date  
Offering               $   2,173.00  $110,628.03 
Expenses    $   5,551.17  $113,606.10 
Offering less Expenses            ($   3,378.17)            ($   2,978.07)              

Budgeted Expenses       $117,632.00 

Offering less Expected Expenses                               ($    7,003.97)   
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK:  June 3-9 
June 9   Kaylin Leitner 
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Jim Buell     GREETER: Kathy Graves 
 
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:    TELLERS:  John Koehler 
Volunteers              Fran Holland 
 
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 2)     CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
Brad Milton, Co-Captain     Jenn Kearney 
Brandy Milton, Co-Captain 
Donna Bean     Amanda Kelly    
      NURSERY: (10:30-11:45 am) 
USHERS: Volunteers               Tom Nance  
    
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, June 3    Wednesday, June 6 
  9:30 am   Sunday School       6:45 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
10:10 am Church Choir prep     
10:30 am   The Service    Thursday, June 7 
  3:00 pm   HCY leaves for Carowinds    7:00 pm   HolyC Men’s Group 
 
Monday, June 4     Friday, June 8 
  6:30 pm   Youth Gathering meeting     6:00 pm   Family Faith Night 
             Grizzlies Baseball game 
Tuesday, June 5                 7:05 pm    Game start 
  7:00 pm   Nar-Anon    
            Saturday, June 9 
                 7:00 pm   Staying Connected 
                   Meet to make comfort packs 
        and greeting cards 
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Agape Day Camp 
will be held July 15th-20th 

For grades entering 1st - 8th 
 

Registration forms are available from Misty Koehler. The cost is $130 per camper and 
is due at the time of registration. There is only room for 32 campers, so register soon. 

The spaces will be filled on a “first come, first served” basis. 
Please contact Misty if you have any questions about camp. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
VBS Registration Is Here! 

Dates of VBS are July 29-August 2 
Contact Beka at rforst@holyc.org to register. 

 
 

Baby Bottle Blessings 
Change for Change 

 
Pick up a baby bottle from the narthex and start filling it with your loose change. 

This is a special project that will CHANGE countless lives. 
Collection is for The Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gaston County (5 locations). 

Bottles are due on Father’s Day, June 17th. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
 
Cathleen Allen 
Carmen Buell 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Becke Featherstone 
Dot Holland 
Zac Hullander 

Jo Irwin 
Ben Moose 
Holly Peche 
Sherry Perry 
Pat Roberson 
Marguerite Shive 

Denise Taylor 
Jack Tench 
Beverly Reynolds 
Jerri Wesson

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Jim Barbee 
Bobbie Bingham 
Amy Beale Blythe 
Doug Brewer 
Karen de la Vega 

Carol Fox 
Larry “Poss” Garrett 
Brandi Hager 
Jennifer Lineberger 
Clarence McLain 

Ray McNeely 
Anne Murdy 
Tommy Smith 
Brody Thornburg 
Dennis Yates

OUR SERVICEMEN 
 

               Beau Carroll      Tom Kasmer      Leo Kasmer      Colton Parker 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 

please inform the church office. 
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org 
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The National Youth Gathering is exactly what it sounds like, 

30,000 + youth will gather in Houston. 
We are excited to serve, worship and gather in large community.   

There are 24 days till our group of 7 travels to Houston!  
For more information or looking to help, talk to Beka. 

 
 

My name is Matthew Carr. I am 16 years old and a 10th 
grader at South Point High School. I have been a member of 
Holy Comforter for 14 years and was confirmed last year. I 
enjoy playing soccer, playing video games, playing guitar, 
and volunteering at food banks. I am looking forward to 
meeting other Lutheran youth and serving the community. I 
am grateful for the opportunity to grow closer to God. 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BCO June Items of the Month: 

  

  

  

             

 

             Peanut Butter & Jelly 
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 
 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday  8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 

Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: mkearney@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 

 

As we enter the time after Pentecost, you will notice that 
the color of the paraments are now green.  Green is used 
to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the teachings 
and ministry of Christ during this season. 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

