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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
●  216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, July 24, 2016 ● 

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline 

Pastor                                                                           Organist/Choirmaster 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE: The “Joy” Song . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Agape Kids 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, abounding in steadfast love toward us, 

healing the sick and raising the dead, showering us with every good gift. 

C   Amen. 

P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P    Just and gracious God, 

C   we come to you for healing and life. Our sins hurt others and diminish us; we 

confess them to you. Our lives bear the scars of sin; we bring these also to you. Show 

us your mercy, O God. Bind up our wounds, forgive us our sins, and free us to love, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
P    The apostle Paul assures us: “When we were dead in our trespasses, God made us 

alive together with Christ, nailing the record of our sins to the cross.” Jesus says to 

you, ☩ “Your sins are forgiven.” Be at peace, and tell everyone how much God has done 

for you. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  God the Sculptor of the Mountains . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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GREETING 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
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      C 
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      C 
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                                   Assistant                                             Congregation 
 

 

     

 

 

     

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, 

and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant 

mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good 

things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen.   

                               

Congregation is seated and invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                Genesis 18:20-32 

A reading from the eighteenth chapter of Genesis. 
 

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful 

humanity. Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of 

Sodom, for the sake of the few righteous people who are in it, including Abraham’s 

nephew, Lot. 

 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. 
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth 
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries. 
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20
Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how 

very grave their sin! 
21

I must go down and see whether they have done altogether 

according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 

  
22

So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 

standing before the LORD.
23

Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep 

away the righteous with the wicked? 
24

Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; 

will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in 

it? 
25

Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that 

the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth 

do what is just?” 
26

And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I 

will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 
27

Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon 

myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 
28

Suppose five of the fifty 

righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I 

will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 
29

Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are 

found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 
30

Then he said, “Oh do 

not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will 

not do it, if I find thirty there.”
31

He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 

Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not 

destroy it.” 
32

Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. 

Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                              Colossians 2:6-19 

A reading from the second chapter of Colossians. 

 

Paul warns his congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and 

traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically 

connected with Christ in his death and resurrection, which is enacted in baptism. 
 

        6
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, 
7
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 

  
8
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not 

according to Christ. 
9
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 

10
and you have 

come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 
11

In him also you 
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were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the 

circumcision of Christ;
12

when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised 

with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 
13

And when 

you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 

together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 
14

erasing the record that stood 

against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 
15

He disarmed 

the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.      

      
16

Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of 

observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 
17

These are only a shadow of what is to 

come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 
18

Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting 

on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause 

by a human way of thinking, 
19

and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole 

body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that 

is from God. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                         Luke 11:1-13 

P    The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming 

reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his 

disciples to child-like trust and persistence in prayer. 
 

1
[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said 

to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
2
He said to them, “When 
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you pray, say:  

 Father, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come. 

  
3
Give us each day our daily bread. 

  
4
And forgive us our sins, 

   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

    And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

 

  
5
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 

midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 
6
for a friend of mine has 

arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 
7
And he answers from within, ‘Do not 

bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I 

cannot get up and give you anything.’ 
8
I tell you, even though he will not get up and give 

him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up 

and give him whatever he needs. 

  
9
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 

the door will be opened for you.
10

For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 
11

Is there anyone 

among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 
12

Or if 

the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 
13

If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Our Father, God in Heaven Above . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 
Our Father, God in Heaven Above 

 

1 Our Father, God in heav'n above, 

 we pray, united in your love: 

 Your name be hallowed. Help us, Lord, 

 in faithfulness to keep your word. 

 Your kingdom come; your will be done 

 On earth as there before your throne. 

 

2 Give us today our daily bread; 

 let ev'ryone be clothed and fed. 

Forgive our sins, as we forgive 

 When others hurt us as we live. 

 Help us to dwell in harmony 

 and serve each other willingly. 

 

3 In time of trial, rescue us. 

 Let your word give success to us 

 when, on our left and on our right, 

 temptations challenge us to fight. 

 Deliver us from evil's pow'r 

 and comfort us in life's last hour. 

 

4 Amen. Yes, yes, it shall be so! 

 Build up our faith and make it grow; 

 Beset by doubt, help us believe 

 what here we ask we shall receive. 

 So, by your promise, in your name, 

 with loud Amen your Yes we claim! 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546, abridged; tr. hymnal version 

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
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 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, through diverse cultures and countries, your Spirit weaves us together as 

one church. Help us all, your disciples, to ask for the things we need, confident that you 

hear us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Call us to notice places and people you created but we often forget. For busy places, for 

those working in the noon heat, in the silence of the night, and in care of your creation. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Bring peace where strife is found, where homes have become battlegrounds, where 

communities are divided, and where hatred of others reigns. Empower leaders and 

organizations to find solutions through persistence and faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Turn our hearts to the cries of those in great need. Comfort and heal those who feel 

defined by situation, grief, or sickness (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Seek after us wherever we are found in these summer months. Grant safety to those who 

travel, sabbath rest to those who vacation, and perseverance to those who have no leisure 

time. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Join our prayers with those ancestors and saints who taught us to pray. We remember 

those who have died in faith, with the comfort that your steadfast love endures forever. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Create In Me A Clean Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church Choir 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand 

in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all 

in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
                                         Pastor                                           Congregation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor 

 

 

 

Cong. 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION 

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of 

the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  Break Now the Bread of Life . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 
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P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A     Life-giving God, 

C     O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people, carrying us 

in your arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the body and blood of 
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Christ. Send us now as your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that the 

reign of God has come near; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
P     The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C    Amen. 

 

 

SENDING SONG:   What a Fellowship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 
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DISMISSAL  
A     Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and 
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please 
sign our guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If 
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of 
God. 
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children 
come to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found 
in the Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. 
Nurseries for children (infants through 3 years old) are located in the 
Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the 
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the 
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 

 



18 

 

office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please 
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org. 
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Paul, Tracey 
& Aaron Nault in honor of Caroline & Ashton’s birthday. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them 
home, but please return the containers to the church.    

   Carmen Buell, Worship & Music 
 
Attendance & Budget  Report for Sunday, July 17, 2016: 
Attendance: 98 
 
Budget Report                July 17, 2016 
Current Offering Received    $    4,522.00 
Weekly Budget Expenses    $    5,019.46 
Offering, Year-To-Date    $148,935.88 
Offering less Actual Expenses Incurred, YTD $  10,852.02 
Offering less Budgeted Expenses, YTD  $    6,245.65 
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:              
LECTOR:  Billy Joye, Jr.    GREETER:  Pat Koehler 
          
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:  Volunteers  TELLERS: 
       Fran Holland, Trudy Whitener 
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 4)     
Diann Halvorson, Co-Captain    USHERS:  Volunteers 
Dean Halvorson, Co-Captain 
Carmen Buell        Barbara Kasmer   CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
        Jenn Kearney, Thomas Nance 
NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am) Infants: Staff 

                      Toddlers: Volunteer  
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:    EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:  
Volunteers Needed     Volunteers Needed 
   
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK:  July 24-30 
Today, July 24   Cathleen Allen 
July 25   Brayden Alvarez 
July 26   Emilie Bruchon 
    Gary Clark 
        Bryant Deaton 

July 29   Ardean Ewing 
    Pauline Joye 
July 30   Madison Morton 
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THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, July 24     Thursday, July 28 
  9:30 am   Adult Sunday School   8:30 pm   Movie Night on the Lawn 
10:10 am   Church Choir in Choir Room        Come early for Popcorn 
10:30 am   The Service          
                   With Holy Communion   Saturday, July 30 
                                  7:00 am  Yard Sale at the church 
Tuesday, July 26                   to benefit the ELCA YAGM 
7:00 pm   Nar-Anon                       (Young Adult in Global Mission) 
         Alyssa Buchanan, volunteer 

 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
Louise Austin 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Shawn De Nicholas 
Ardean Ewing 
Dot Holland 

Zac Hullander 
Tom Irwin                   
Chase Lineberger 
Holly Peche  
Sherry Perry 

Marguerite Shive  
Mark Reese  
Beverly Reynolds 
Kevin Washle

  
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

Richard Abernethy 
Paige Beaver 
Jenny Beer 
Barbara Bingham 
Emma Davis Bremer 
Graham Brezler 
Libby Byrum 
Father Frank Cancro 
Tina Capwell 
Clell Davis 
J. Don Devine 
Zachary Evans 
Carol Baker Fox 
Poss Garrett 
Ronnie Garrison 
Tammy Gordon 

Brian Hedrick 
Sam Holloway 
Stacy Hunsucker 
Dennis Jordan 
Steven Keating 
Marshall Kinley 
Laura Lanuto 
Jennifer Lineberger 
Terry Mahaffey 
Amy McGinnis 
Gene McRorie 
Don Moore 
Jean Peters 
Jim Poag   
Taylor Propst & 
               Family 

David Prouty 

Julio Quiros 
Tim Reid 
Dan Robinson & 
Daughters Breanna & Mikayla  

Anna Rudder 
Tangie Shingler 
Megan Sigler 
E. Taylor & Family 
Carson Thomas 
Sally Vanhoy 
Gloria Ward 
Olivia Wilcox 
Jeff Wiles 
Bruce Zander
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    OUR SERVICEMEN 
Matt Cisek 
Jason Gardner 

Dillon Kasmer 
Leo Kasmer 

Tom Kasmer 
Mike Kelso 

 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, please inform Kathy Graves. 

The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org. 

 
BCO Items of the month for July: School supplies for kids. 
Any supplies are welcome, but they particularly need binders, 
hand sanitizer and glue sticks. 
 
 
 
 

   Yard Sale to Support the ELCA YAGM 
                                   Our congregation member, Alyssa Buchanan has      
                      accepted a position as a Young Adult in Global Mission volunteer 
with the ELCA. She will serve the next year, beginning in August, in Manzini, 
Swaziland. She is asked to raise $4,000 to help support herself for the upcoming 
year. One way she is raising money is by hosting a yard sale at the Church on 
the morning of Saturday July 30th. All are invited to stop by the yard sale! We 
are also asking for any donations from the congregation for objects to put 
in the yard sale. Any support would be welcomed and appreciated. Please 
contact Alyssa at anbuchan@live.unc.edu  or 704-914-5383 with any questions. 
 
You may bring your items for the yard sale to the church and put them in the 
fellowship hall this week. Alyssa will then set up tables with your donated items. 
Saturday, come and shop…remember, one man’s junk is another man’s 
treasure! 
 

http://www.holyc.org/
mailto:anbuchan@live.unc.edu
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday  8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MicahKearney@gmail.com 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Kristen Williams, HCY Advisor 
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