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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
●  216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  September 24, 2017 

        

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline                                                       

Pastor                                                                          Organist/Choirmaster 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE:  On Eagles Wings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Dawn 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism 

as the presiding minister begins: 

P     Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the 

one who reforms us again and again. 

C    Amen. 

P     Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P     Source of all life, 

C    we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we 

are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect 

others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. 

Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for 

what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. 

Amen. 

P    God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  When Morning Gilds the Skies . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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GREETING 

P     Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be 

with you all. 

C     And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE    
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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SALUTATION 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P     Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train 

us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen.          

                        

Congregation is seated and are invited to 

sing “Jesus Loves Me” as the children come forward. 
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CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                               Jonah 3:10-4:11 

A reading from the third and fourth chapters of Jonah. 

 

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare 

the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm 

to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that 

challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, 

but should not I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites who do not 

know the difference between their right and left hands? 
 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, 

God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and 

he did not do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 

LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 

That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 

punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 

than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out 

of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under 

it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over 

his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But 

when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 

withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 

the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 

for me to die than to live.” 

  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 

“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, 

for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 

perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-
minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children 
will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 
years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries. 
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which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                               Philippians 1:21-30 

A reading from the first chapter of Philippians. 

 

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of 

his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the 

Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the 

two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the 

flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 

and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share 

abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 

come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are 

in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, 

but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the 

privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are 

having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 
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GOSPEL                                                                                    Matthew 20:1-16 

P      The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that 

God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers 

for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 

o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also 

go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went 

out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock 

he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 

standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 

and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would 

receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they 

received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These 

last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 
13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 

did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 

give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
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belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and 

the first will be last.” 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

Let us pray for the church and its ministry. Unite us in one Spirit, striving side by side 

with one mind for the faith of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God who stretched the spangled heavens, we thank and praise you for the gift of the sun, 

moon, stars, mountains, valleys, grasslands, and deserts. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of great mercy and love, you show faithfulness and kindness to the world every day. 

Guard those who suffer because of dishonest policies, corrupt government, or unfair labor 

practices. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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God, you provide for all our needs. We pray for those who are homeless, jobless, or 

hopeless. We pray for those who are forgotten, ignored, or isolated. We pray for all in 

any need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our congregation and our neighborhood. Accompany us wherever we are on 

our journey of faith. Give us joy in the present and hope for the future. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of endings and beginnings, we remember before you all the faithful departed. 

Comfort those who mourn. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of 

Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Here is Bread . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Church Choir 

  

OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  As the Grains of Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 



12 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and 

our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that 

will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P     … and in whom we live, Jesus Christ. 

 

THROUGH CHRIST 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you. 

C    Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of 

the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  Lord of All Hopefulness . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 

 
 

 

P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A     Let us pray. 

C     Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us 

to be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in 

our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING  

P     God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the 

world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church: 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C     Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:   Lord of Light . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING  

A     Go in peace. Sound the good news. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this The Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and 
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please sign 
our guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If you 
are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of God. 
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come 
to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in 
the Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for 
children (infants through 3 years old) are located in the Education building. Let an usher 
know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the tote 
bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the narthex. 
The children may take any papers home with them. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017.  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-72463 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please fill 
out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org. 
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Kathy Graves 
in memory of her husband Bill and in honor of her son Blair. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them home, 
but please return the containers to the church.    

   Carmen Buell, Worship & Music 
 
Attendance & Budget  Report for Sunday, September 17, 2017: 
Attendance: 120 
 
Budget Report       September 17, 2017        Year-to-Date 
Offering               $   9,060.00  $ 191,412.43 
Expenses    $   5,656.42  $ 204,601.56 
Offering less Expenses             $   3,403.58            ($   13,189.13)              

Budgeted Expenses       $ 209,819.72 

Offering less Budgeted Expenses                               ($   18,407.29)   
   
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Billy Joye     GREETER: Kathy Graves 
 
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:    TELLERS:  Amanda Kelly  
Volunteers              Nathan Kelly         
                
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 2)     CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
Brad & Brandy Milton, Co-Captains   Jenn Kearney         
Donna Bean      
      USHERS: Volunteers  
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Volunteers  
 
EUCHARIST PRESENTERS: Volunteers  NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am) 
      Infants: Staff; Toddlers: Volunteers  
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS WEEK: September 24-30 
September 25   Harold Singleton 
September 26   Warren Heller 
                  Henrik Sarrazin 
September 28   Leo Kasmer 
                  Elizabeth Passer 
                  George Roberson 

September 29   Barbara Beale 
                  Claire Mitchell 
 
 
 

 
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, September 24   Tuesday, September 26
 9:30am   Adult Sunday School     7:00 pm  Chamber Choir 
10:10 am   Church Choir                        Nar-Anon 
10:30 am   The Service w/Holy Communion 
  4:00 pm   Children’s Ensemble   Wednesday, September 27 
  5:00 pm   Adult Handbells      6:45 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
  6:00 pm   Church Choir   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oatmeal                     Dried Beans             Canned Beans 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                    Attendance September 17, 2017 

Adults  Kids 

     Seekers      14 

     Adults        7 

     Nursery        1     3 

     Upper & Lower Elem.      2     9 

     Kindergarten       2                    6 

     High School       1     1 

     Middle School       1     2 

     Totals:      28                   21 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
 

Cathleen Allen 
Carmen Buell 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Shawn De Nicholas   
Ardean Ewing 
Becke Featherstone 
Ned Featherstone 

Kay Holden 
Dot Holland 
Zac Hullander 
Chase Lineberger 
Holly Peche 
Sherry Perry 
Marguerite Shive 

Denise Taylor 
Jack Tench 
Beverly Reynolds 
Kathie Schaumburg 
Jerri Wesson

 
 

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 
 

Marsha Barr 
Jeanne Bernhardt 
Barbara Bingham 
Karen de la Vega 

Carol Fox 
Larry “Poss” Garrett 
Brandi Hager 
John McDermid 

Jennifer Lineberger 
Anne Murdy 
Karen Wayt 

 
 

OUR SERVICEMEN 
Tom Kasmer      Leo Kasmer 

 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 

please inform the church office. 
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holyc.org/
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Holy Doodles 
 

 



24 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We need you! 
Trunk or Treat is right around the corner 

and we are looking for spook-tastic volunteers 

to make this a success. 

We are looking to make this year bigger and better! 

To do this we need your help. 

If you dare to be a part of this event,  

please see Tom Bocchino or Beka Forst. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 
 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MicahKearney@gmail.com 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 

 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

