Sunday school resumes for
all ages. Pre-K through
1=, God’s Eden begin this se-
U ries with a study of The

Plagues. Parents, please

have your children at Sun-
day school by 9:30 am...the teachers work
hard to prepare and will be waiting for their
students by 9:15 am.

We still would like one more teacher (or
teaching team) for the Pre-K class. Anyone
interested, please contact Beth Brittain at
704-956-1203.

There will be NO Sunday school for Chil-
dren or Youth on September 14 due to
worship at Lutheridge.

Children’s church continues and remains a
vibrant ministry, however, we need some
additional volunteers. We like to have 2
adults each Sunday to work with the chil-
dren for about 15-20 minutes. Lesson
plans based on the gospel lesson are
used. Please contact Beth Brittain if you
will help in this vibrant ministry. The current
teams have led this ministry for the entire
year we have offered it and deserve a
break!!

Sunday School Rotation: The Plaques
September 7 Drama

September 14 No Sunday School
September 21 Computer

September 28 Games

October 5 Video

Next Rotation begins October 12: The Bat-
tle of Jericho

Beth Brittain, Christian Education

Lufheridue

Lutheran

Worship
At Lutheridge

Sunday, September 14
Worship in Whisnant Chapel at 10:30 am
(Depart from Holy Comforter at 8:00 am)

Covered Dish Luncheon at Lakeside
Lodge. Please bring side dishes and/or
desserts to feed your family and others.
(Meat provided)
No Sunday School for the children
on this Sunday.
There WILL be a Worship Service at Holy
Comforter for those not at Lutheridge.

All afternoon church meetings cancelled.

Holy Comforter Comment

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church P.O. Box 666 Belmont, NC 28012
704-825-2483  holycomforter@gmail.com

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: micahkearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster

Rev. Beth Brittain, Christian Education

Dianne Lail, Communications

"SFor the message about the
cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the
power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18

GCommunion Opportunities For September
September 7 The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 21  St. Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist
(September 28 following the Service) =

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
Volunteer Needed As a Reporter
Volume 35, No. 9

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am The Service

Church Office Hours Monday-Thursday

8:30 am—3:00 pm



FROM THE
E2PASTOR

| do not think it is a surprise to any-
one for me to say that | would never have imagined
this first month at Holy Comforter to go the way it has.
While | don't think | had misconceptions about what
ordained pastoral ministry entailed, some of the more
emotionally difficult aspects of the call have come
quickly for the congregation, particularly with the
passing of Bob Williams and Jane Deaton. It is difficult
to say goodbye to those we love, even in the midst of
our hope and faith of reunion in the resurrection.

However, through these difficult times, |
have been uplifted by the congregation’s support for
the families. It speaks to the warmth and support of
the congregation about which | have heard so much,
that the congregation has shown eagerness to sup-
port the families through cards of condolences,
through attendance at funerals, and desire to care in
other ways as well. | know that these families have
been, and will continue to be, named in prayer by
many of their Holy Comforter family.

As the Body of Christ, we are brought to-
gether in Christ to be for each other what, in times of
struggle and hardship, we cannot be for ourselves.
We have seen this in our congregation in recent
weeks, as | mentioned. Sometimes there is someone
in our community who has the exact skills needed to
help someone with the major issues they deal with,
such as a financial planner who can help someone
budget and plan to improve their financial difficulties,
or a doctor who can give guidance on how to seek
and receive proper medical care. Sometimes we can-
not be the solution to the obvious problems, but we
can support them and help with anxiety with the
smaller tasks. There are things many of us can do,
such as mowing lawns, doing housework, preparing
meals, or offering childcare. Without a doubt, inten-
tional prayer for one another is something we can do
which orients us toward ‘the other” and away from
ourselves.

This kind of caring for one another requires
two things. It requires us to see the complete person
who is struggling, not just as the challenges they face,
and realize that we can help out in the little battles
someone fights. And two, it requires us to let others
into our lives in a way that allows us to receive the
help that is offered. The first can be difficult in the
midst of our own busy and distracting lives. The sec-
ond, however, often seems to be even more challeng-
ing of the two. When we confess our faith in the Body
of Christ, we confess that Christ’s love for us, as well
as our love for Christ and one another, unites us to
one another in a very deep and real way. The implica-
tions for this love and unity can bring to light some of
our sinfulness, in particular self-centered lives and
pride. We don’'t mean to, but we can easily let our
lives turn in on ourselves and only our families and
ignore the struggles of those around us, our brothers
and sisters in Christ. At the same time, we can easily
be too proud of the perception people have of us and
too ashamed to let others know of how shaky a foun-
dation our “perfect life” is set on. Both of these chal-
lenges, the difficulty of reaching out and allowing oth-
ers to reach in, keep us from living into the love and
unity with our brothers and sisters that we have in the
Body of Christ.

As we move back into school years and
sports, as well as church programs picking up, and
our lives seem to get busier, let us remember to look
to our neighbors and offer gestures of solidarity in
struggles, and allow them to do the same with us.

“so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another.”-
(Romans 12:5)

Yours in Christ, Pastor Micah
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Meet at church to plan for the coming year.

7:00 pm Saturday
September 6

[ \*/

Study/Lunch

y Tuesday, September 9 %éﬁ

12 Noon—1:00 pm
Bring a pot luck or a sandwich...
just come!
Elliott Williams, Guest Speaker.

CHILDREN’S
WORSHIP SERVICE LEADERS

September 7: Trudy Whitener + Helper
September 14: NO Children Church
September 21: Tracey Nault + Helper
September 28: Carol & Phil Posey

Thank you!

Jenn, Gabriel, and | would like to thank you
all for the outpouring of hospitality and wel-
come toward us over the start of our time at
Holy Comforter. We have been humbled by
the kindness we have received and support
we have been given. Publically this has
happened at worship services, particularly
the Ordination service, with the generous
gift given to me by the congregation at that
time, and through wonderfully hosted re-
ceptions. More privately this has happened
through gifts from gardens, invitations to
meals, kind words of support and welcome,
and through prayers lifted on our behalf.
We are excited about being a part of the
Holy Comforter family, and you have made
us feel a part of it very quickly. So thank
you!

God’s peace,
The Kearney Family

Heather Maunhey Yount
Memorial Playground
Project

The playground, built on our church

! grounds, will be a commercial structure

designed for 2-12 year-olds.

We need your help to raise
less than $10,000 in order to
complete this project.

- Please join us in making the playground

a reality by indication on your check
memo line or offering envelope:
Playground Project.

Thank You to Everyone
who donated school supplies
for children who are in need and
starting school.
We had a nice pile of donations from the
congregation, and have

donated those through
Lutheran Services of the Carolinas.
It is a small gesture, but a wonderful way
to show God’s love to those
struggling with financial strains.




Our church and handbell choirs will re-
hearse on a regular schedule during the
month, with the exception of Lutheridge
Sunday, September 14. We will gather that
morning in the chapel at 10:00 am to pre-
pare for worship. Chamber choir continues
with regular scheduling.

The children’s ensemble will resume on
September 21. Parents are asked to bring
their children (K-Grade 5) at 4:00 pm on
Sundays. Games, singing, ringing, Bible
stories, and just plain fellowship time domi-
nate our 45 minutes. Cost: FREE!

Our choir has accepted an invitation to
share a Christmas Cantata Concert with
the choirs of Queen of the Apostle Cath-
olic Church. Details will follow in the com-
ing months. So yes, we have already start-
ed rehearsing our Christmas music and
everything in between.

Special thanks to Julia Gunter who re-
cently reorganized the balcony handbell
music; and to Carmen Buell who has
spent much of her summer (on Wednes-
days) refiling thousands of choral anthem
copies. Your gifts of time do not go unap-
preciated.

Greg Cline

Kick Club

Kindergarten - Grade 5

T

1:30 pm Saturday, Sept. 20
‘ Meet in Theater Room

For popcorn & a movie

St. Matthew, one of the
twelve Apostles, is the au-
thor of the first Gospel.
This has been the constant
tradition of the Church and
is confirmed by the Gospel
itself. He was the son of
Alpheus and was called to
be an Apostle while sitting in the tax collectors
place at Capernaum. Before his conversion he
was a publican, i.e., a tax collector by profes-
sion. He is to be identified with the "Levi" of
Mark and Luke.

St. Matthew's Gospel was written to fill a sore-
ly-felt want for his fellow countrymen, both
believers and unbelievers. For the former, it
served as a token of his regard and as an en-
couragement in the trial to come, especially
the danger of falling back to Judaism; for the
latter, it was designed to convince them that
the Messiah had come in the person of Jesus,
our Lord, in Whom all the promises of the
Messianic Kingdom embracing all people had
been fulfilled in a spiritual rather than in a car-
nal way: "My Kingdom is not of this world." His
Gospel, then, answered the question put by
the disciples of St. John the Baptist, "Are You
He Who is to come, or shall we look for anoth-
er?"

Writing for his countrymen of Palestine, St.
Matthew composed his Gospel in his native
Aramaic, the "Hebrew tongue" mentioned in
the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. Soon
afterward, about the time of the persecution of
Herod Agrippa | in 42 AD, he took his depar-
ture for other lands. Another tradition places
the composition of his Gospel between 42 AD
and 50 AD or even later. Definitely, however,
the Gospel, depicting the Holy City with its
altar and temple as still existing, and without
any reference to the fulfillment of our Lord's
prophecy, shows that it was written before the
destruction of the city by the Romans in 70
AD, and this internal evidence confirms the
early traditions. Excerpts taken from CatholicOnline.

Saturday, September 6 Staying Connected
7:00 pm Meet at church to plan for the year

Sunday, Sept. 7 13th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am Photo session begins
9:30 am Sunday School

10:30 am The Service w/Holy Communion

Monday, September 8  Morning Circle
11:00 am Meet at home of Monique Estelle
Lunch served.

Tuesday, September 9 Lunch Bunch
12 Noon  Bring potluck.
Elliott Williams, guest speaker

Sunday, September 14 Holy Cross Day
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am The Service At Lutheridge

Saturday, September 20 Kids’ Club
1:30 pm Meet in Theater Room for movie & popcorn

Sunday, Sept. 21 St. Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am The Service w/Holy Communion

Sunday, Sept. 28 16th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am The Service

Regular meeting times:
Sundays: 4:00 pm Children’s Ensemble
5:00 pm Handbell Choir
6:00 pm Church Choir
8:00 pm Nar-Anon
Tuesdays: 7:00 pm Chamber Choir

Nar-Anon
TREASURER’S REPORT: (Warren Heller)
Report for Month July Year-To-Date
Budget Expenses: $19,519.92  $136,639.42
Actual Expenses: 18,333.81 119,765.59
Offerings Received: 14,570.07 120,752.30

Gain (Loss) for Period: ($ 3,763.74) $§  986.71

LECTORS: Billy Joye, Jr., Chief Lector
September 14: Need Volunteer
September 28: Tom Bocchino

ACOLYTES: Claire Mitchell, Nathan Baakko
CRUCIFERS: Aaron Nault, Ashton Nault

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 1)

Diann Halvorson, Co-Captain

Dean Halvorson, Co-Captain
Carmen Buell Barbara Kasmer
Deb Williams

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: (Team C)
Sherry Alexander Courtney Gatlin
Greg Garrison Volunteer

EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:
September 7: Need Volunteers
September 21: Brad & Brandy Milton

GREETERS: Brenda Daly & Louise Day
USHERS: Need Volunteers
TELLERS: Courtney Gatlin & Bill Hollar

FLOWERS:
September 7: Dianne Lail

One vase available
September 14: Both vases available
September 21: Charles & Bev Mauney
September 28: Brad & Brandy Milton

NURSERY: (9:30 am-11:45 am)

Sept. 7: Melissa Bocchino & Mandi Kline
Sept. 14: Worship at Lutheridge

Sept. 21: Makayla Brooks

Sept. 28: Jill Leitner



http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=933
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3334
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=48
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7919
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9193
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7919
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=3907
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=84
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=84
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=51
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9187
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5721
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11357
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=52

We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays in the month of September.
We are thankful for the life and
Spirit of those we celebrate.
May the blessings of God flow
‘h, in the life of each of you.

=

SEPTEMBER 24 #14

Sun Mon Tue Fri Sat September 2 Preston Baker
2 2 2 5 6 September 4 Deborah Bingham
*i? & September 5 Taylor Burwell
September 7 Elizabeth Bruchon
September 8 Lainey Baakko
Labanh September 11 Hannah Carnes
Labor Day ) 7:00 pm Staying Connected Maria Carr
7:00 pm Chamber Choir Meet at the church to I
Nar-Anon Plan for the year. Madison Carr
7 13th Sunday after Pentecost ' 8 9 12 13 September 14 Emll_y Koehler
9:00am Photo session 11:00am Morning Circle September 16 Lt_aslle Braddy
9:30am Sunday School Home of September 17 Bill Hollar
18:138 am Church C_h0|r Monique Egtelle 12Noon Agape Lunch Bunch September 18 Winston Baker
30am The Service Lunch Provided Bible Study/Lunch
w/Holy Communion Jayne Beas|ey
5:00pm Handbells 7:00 pm Chamber Choir September 20 Diann Halvorson
6:00 pm Church Choir Nar-Anon L il
8:00 pm Nar-Anon Byn II (: =
everly Reynolds
14 Holy Cross Day 15 16 19 20 D WyII y
Worship at Lutheridge { an Vvaillace
No Children’s S. School e — September 21 Horace Bean
10:30 am The Service 1:30 pm Kids’ Club Dot Holland
“f"ee‘ in _Thgatef Room  September 22 Dean Burwell
8:00 pm Nar-Anon 7:00 pm Chamber Choir or movie & popeorn. September 23 Mary Page
Nar-Anon Anne Reese
21 St. Matthew, Apostle 22 23 26 27 Rebecca Yount

9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir
10:30 am The Service wHC

4:00 pm Children’s En.
5:00 pm Handbells
6:00 pm Church Choir
8:00 pm Nar-Anon

7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Nar-Anon

2816th Sunday after Pentecost | 29 St. Michael, and All Angels
9:30 am Sunday School T
10:10 am Church Choir
10:30 am The Service

4:00 pm Children’s En.
5:00 pm Handbells
6:00 pm Church Choir
8:00 pm Nar-Anon

30

7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Nar-Anon

September 25
September 26
September-28
September 29

September 30

Harold Singleton
Warren Heller
Leo Kasmer
Elizabeth Passer
Barbara Beale
Claire Mitchell
Lousie Austin

NOTE: If we have unintentionally left
any member’s name off this list,
or if there are any errors,
please call the church office.



