Lately Facebook has

)
Beka S\ had a lot of things on
\ there about doing
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Buzz \“f-ﬁ good things for peo-
ple. Like giving chil-
dren bikes or presents to people who
need them. Recently | shared a video on
my Facebook where Lady Gaga gave pre-
sents to LGBTQ youth. She said in a
world of violence and hurt she wanted to
shine some light, she believes that kind-
ness will outshine the ugly in our world. |
love that! After watching that | felt very
inspired to do something good. | wanted
to give back and | wanted to do some-
thing that would be remembered by the
people | helped.
At the HCY Christmas party we all got to-
gether, had a meal, played some games
and made s'mores. It was a good time,
good community and good conversation.
One of the things | was most excited
about though was the donations we col-
lected for Heritage Oaks. We had blan-
kets, slippers, gloves, socks, and other
basic items. It was awesome to see how
quickly and easily it was for us to collect
items for the residents. | went to deliver
them the Monday after the party and got
to see what the assisted living home
looked like... it was full of people. While it
was so full of people, not many of these
residents seemed to have Vvisitors
(granted it was a Monday morning). No
one seem to say much to me, they no-
ticed me but didn’'t seem too intrigued to
speak to me. | dropped off the things we
collected and left. As | was driving into
work | was thinking to myself, what could
Holy Comforter Youth do to help them?

| then thought about all the people
who are in world who need help year
around, not just during the holiday sea-
son. Granted the numbers seem to be

higher during the holiday seasons, but
beyond this season people need soap,
socks and clothes. Ya know, | was pretty
excited and proud of my idea of collecting
things instead of doing a secret Santa or
white elephant activity. While it was good
what we did, and | am glad we did it, how
can we help beyond donating products at
Christmas? We could visit them, we could
write cards, we could go socialize with
them. | still want to share Christmas kind-
ness, | really do, but | also want to share
Christmas kindness after Christmas.
What kind of service are you doing with
your family? Are you talking about how to
serve and be kind to others with your
family? | challenge you to show kindness
beyond Christmas, maybe.

Speaking of after Christmas, here
is what is coming up in January:

e January 8, Confirmation is being
held at Antioch Lutheran Church.

e January 9, we will have a VBS
meeting to discuss what program we
want to use.

e January 15, we will have a Vision-
ing session with me (Beka) and any
and all parents of children and youth
in the church. Join us for opportunity
to grow ministry together.

e January 21, Kids Club will be going
to Ray’s Splash Planet.

e January 22 we are having a “Winter
Rally Day”, join us if you are interest-
ed in getting involved with our com-
mittees.

e Lastly, January 24 we will have a
Christian Education meeting. We
have so much going on, please join
us for any of these things!

Beka Forst
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"SAnd when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him
and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and
alighting on him. ""And a
voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved,
with whom | am well
pleased.”

Matthew 3:16-17

Communion Opportunities for January
January 8: The Baptism of Our Lord

January 29: The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
(Communion on other Sundays after the service)

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 9:30 am Sunday School

10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours Monday-Thursday
8:30 am—3:00 pm



Grace and peace,

January begins our Centennial year as a
congregation. The Lutheran church that
would later be named Lutheran Church of
the Holy Comforter was organized on Jan-
uary 16, 1917, and the name was adopted
the following December. There have been
several changes throughout that time,
among them moving from just off of Park
Street to our current location in 1959.
However, with only eight called pastors in
that hundred years, we haven’'t had to
wrestle with as much change as a lot of
churches. This is a congregation that is
easy to love and hard to leave, apparent-
ly. This congregation has also watched
the town it calls home, Belmont, and our
country as they have grown and changed
dramatically over the same period. In
1917, the US entered into WWI, and wom-
en were still fighting for the right to vote.

The city, country, and world in which we
live has changed dramatically over that
time, and yet through all that change, Holy
Comforter has continued to be a steady
place of worship, of fellowship, and of ser-
vice in Christ’'s name. For a hundred years
this has been a community where faith
has been passed down from generation to
generation, where the love of God made

known in Christ Jesus has been pro-
claimed, and through which the Holy Spirit
has reached out in grace and compassion
to those in need.

Throughout this year we look forward to
celebrating together our century of minis-
try in a number of ways. Among them we
will celebrate in worship on multiple occa-
sions, including having the Lenoir-Rhyne
Choir join us, we will have opportunities
for food and fellowship with one another,
and we will celebrate with service, having
a service opportunity for the congregation
each month of the year that is dedicated
in celebration of our centennial.

As we celebrate what God has done in
and through Holy Comforter this year, we
do so in thanksgiving that God has called
us to ministry in Christ's name through
these hundred years, and also in full faith
that God continues to call us to be Christ’s
hands of love and grace for the sake of
the world. We do not rest on our history,
but rather rest in our faith that God is at
work in our church, in our community, and
in the world, bringing healing and hope
through the Body of Christ, of which we
are daily blessed to be a part.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Micah f:
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2016 has been a very inter-
esting year in the life of the
church, but 2017 promises
to be monumental in scope.
(A0ggzld:d The Lutheran Church

world-wide celebrates the
%)YOEA% 7 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. This upcom-
ing year of our lectionary
focuses as, “The Year of Matthew.” You
may ask Pastor Micah to explain that bet-
ter than the organist can.

REFORMATION

Holy Comforter is now celebrating our
Centennial year. A number of musical
events will take place throughout the year,
not the least of which will feature the Le-
noir-Rhyne University Choir. HCLC is one
of 3 congregations selected to host a
hymn festival during the choir spring tour
of 2017.

Within the walls of Holy Comforter we
have been blessed in 2016, as well as in
the past century, and would not exist with-
out the creative talents of many people
across the church. Pastors, musicians,
associates ibn ministry, members of com-
mittees, visual artists, volunteers for a
myriad of tasks from working out in front
and behind the scenes, not just on Sun-
days. Choir members, for example, give
untold hours in order to provide not only
beautiful anthem gifts, but more im-
portantly to lead the assembly in song
and praise to Almighty God. Our core of
church musicians come together and lead
not only vocally, but from the heart. No
one is more blessed to be a part of that
than the organist/choirmaster of this par-
ish.

| wish to personally commend the par-
ents/drivers of our young children who
faithfully bring the little ones to Sunday
school, worship, and children's ensem-
ble, as well as so many other activities in
church ministry. | somewhat stand in
awe that the busiest people of any
church many times are the most involved
and supportive of outreach and growth
ministry. It is a wonderful witness to see
and hear all the activity going on.

Years ago | was asked to speak with a
committee from another congregation
about the value of good acoustics in wor-
ship. This is a topic that | particularly
cherish, and another area in which Holy
Comforter is blessed. Told that there
would perhaps be a car load of folks
coming, | copied a dozen handouts from
an outline that | was presenting. So
many from that congregation were inter-
ested that they actually chartered a bus.
No problem, but had they told me in ad-
vance | would not have been 50 copies
short. During the course of the evening
someone made the comment that they
could not worship in such a live room
where they could hear others around
them. Fortunately, few others agreed,
and the church followed Holy Comfort-
er’'s lead of promoting a live and vibrant
worship space that encourages congre-
gational singing.

May we always celebrate the “joyful nois-
es” that happen around us. Let the ba-
bies’ cry be heard, let the footsteps echo
down the aisle. After all, they are the
cries and footsteps of God’s people at
work in this place, and in our Father's
World.

Greg Cline
Organist/Choirmaster
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Holy Comforter Youth (HCY)
will meet at the church on
Sunday, January 8th at 5:00 pm

Friends Invited!

Wil

January 14 at 7:00 pm

Ladies, you are invited to attend a

Dinner & Karaoke
Evening Get-together!

Location to be announced at
a later date.
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Kindergarten - Grade 5

ARTIE. ks

Kids’ Club
will meet at the church on
Saturday, January 21st at 11:00 am
to carpool to Ray’s Splash Planet
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" VOLUNTEERS
. NEEDED!

You are Needed!
Please consider volunteering to
help your church this year.

There are many opportunities
available to you...being a greeter,
lector, Eucharist presenter,
minister of music, helping with the
Children’s church, teaching,
working with our youth, or visiting
the sick.

Your efforts will be
greatly appreciated!
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All information for the February Newsletter is
due to Dianne by January 23.

TREASURER’S REPORT: (Warren Heller)
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Report for Month  November 2016 Year-To-Date
Budget Expenses: $21,751.00 $239,261.00
Actual Expenses: $21,483.00 $227,964.50
Offerings Received: ~ $19,259.00 $237,573.52
Gain (Loss) for Period: ($ 2,224.00) $ 9,609.02

CHURCH SCHEDULE:

Sunday, January 1 1st Sunday after Christmas Day
No Sunday School
10:30 am The Service
Sunday, January 8 The Baptism of Our Lord
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am The Service w/Holy Communion
Infant Baptism
Council meets after
2:00 pm Confirmation at Antioch
4:00 pm Children’s Ensemble
5:00 pm HCY meets
Monday, January 9
6:00-7:00 pm VBS planning meeting
Tuesday, January 10
7:00 pm Property Committee
Saturday, January 14 Staying Connected
7:00 pm Meet for dinner & Karaoke
Sunday, January 15 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am The Service
Tuesday, January 17
6:00 pm Stewardship Committee meeting
Thursday, January 19
7:00 pm Evangelism Committee meeting
Saturday, January 21 Kids’ Club
11:00 am Meet at the church to carpool to Ray’s
Splash Planet
Sunday, January 22 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
Tuesday, January 24
7:00 pm Christian Education meeting
Sunday, January 29
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am The Service w/Holy Communion

REGULAR MEETING TIMES:
Sundays: 10:10 am Church Choir prep
4:00 pm Children’s Ensemble
5:00 pm Adult Handbells
6:00 pm Church Choir
Tuesdays: 7:00 pm Nar-Anon
Wednesdays: 6:45 pm Women’s Bible Study

ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTORS: Billy Joye, Chief Lector
January 15: Jim Buell
January 22: Judy Caldwell

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:
Need Volunteers

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 2)
Brad & Brandy Milton, Co-Captains
Donna Bean

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:
Need 4 volunteers

EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:
January 8 & 29: Volunteers

GREETERS FOR THE MONTH:
January 1: Sherry Alexander
January 8: Carmen Buell
January 15: Pat Koehler
January 22: Becky Richards
January 29: Katie Kessen

TELLERS: Raini Kimball, Dennis Tucker
USHERS: Volunteers Needed

FLOWERS:
January 1: 2 vases Available
January 8: 2 vases Available
January 15: Dianne Lail

Jo & Harold Singleton
January 22: Julia Gunter

1 vase available
January 29: Deb & Steve Bingham

1 vase available

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
January 8: Maria Carr
January 15: Volunteer
January 22: Volunteer
January 29: Volunteer

NURSERY: (9:30 am-11:45 am)

A nursery is provided for infants and a sepa-
rate nursery for the toddlers. Let an usher
know if you need assistance.
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Sun Mon

JANUARY 2

1 1st Sunday after Christmas | 2 3 4 5 ® The Epiphany of Our Lord
9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir prep
10:30 am The Service
. ; 6:45 pm Women’s
7:00 pm Chamber Ch
i e Bible Study
8 The Baptism of Our Lord 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir prep 1D E
10:30 am The Service w/HC DB, S
Council after ’» v ETAVl Pﬁ/ @
2-4:00 pm Confirmation c c tudy | COnpetle (TS
4:00 pm Children’s Ens. 7:00 pm Chamber Choir 6:45 ; )
: i 45 pm Women's 7:00 pm Meet for Dinner &
5:00 pm Handbells, HCY ;00 pm VBS Meeting Property Commitee Bible Study P ook
6:00 pm Church Choir Nar-Anon
15 16 17 18 The Confession 19 20 21
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany of St. Peter
9:30 am Sunday School M w
10:10 am Church Choir prep ,E Kindergarten - Grade
10:30 am The Service \ .
4:00 pm Children’s Engemble 6:00 om Stewardshio Comm tudy 11:00 am Meet at church to
4:00 pm Parent's meeting 7: 00 pm Chamber C%oir : 6:45 pm Women's go to Ray’s Splash
5:00 pm Handbells P Nar-A Bible Study 7:00 pm Evangelism Committee Planet
6:00 pm Church Choir ar-Anon
22 23 24 25 The Confession 26 27 28
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany of St. Paul
9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir prep BIR]E
10:30 am The Service ’ v
4:00 pm Children’s Ensemble 7:00 pm Chamber Choir tudy
500pm Handbells . Christian Education 6:45 pm Women’s
6:00 pm Church Choir Nar-Anon Bible Study

29 30
4th Sunday after the Epiphany
9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir prep
10:30 am The Service w/HC
4:00 pm Children’s Ensemble
5:00 pm Handbells
6:00 pm Church Choir

31

7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Nar-Anon

nize gnd celebrate these
inithé®month of January.:
are thankful,folsthes,
life and Spirit
.of .those we celebrate.
May the blessings of God

&

January 1
January 9
January 10

January 13
January 15
January 17
January 18

January 19

NELIET

January 24

January' 26

flow in theilife,of each of‘oﬂ.\
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Albert Ewing
Chuck Kimball
Charles Mauney
Brandy Milton
Becky Richards
Abbey Kowalewski
Zaneta Sarrazin
Julie Wiegand
Carmen De Nicholas
Jerri Wesson

Fay Heller

Paul Outlaw

‘Elliott Williams

Jane Howard
Paul Nault
Jill Cassel
Matthew Carr

NO'I"T(E: If we have uhintentionally left any
member’s name off this list, or if there are
any-errors, please call the church office.
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