e e e N cag 70
A s apmte]

April Newsletter

Worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 am.
10:30 am worship is live-streamed on YouTube for those unable to join us in
person.

Click Here to Find Our Worship
Services

NFROM THE
Church Office Hours: @é PASTOR

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor
mkearney@holyc.org

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship
rforst@holyc.org

l‘ '
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster ,
gclinea440@aol.com ‘

Courtney Strickland, Office Manager
HolyComforter@gmail.com Pastor
Micah Kearney

Grace and Peace,



Easter is just around the corner.
The choir has been preparing
music for it for a while, the brass
quartet has had their music to
practice since just after
Christmas, eggs are being
stuffed and prizes prepared for
the egg hunt, and we're
getting...

April Birthdays

April Monthly Gatherings:

8th - American Red Cross

Blood Drive-12:00 pm

8th - Small Group 2 - 7:00 pm

10th - Prime Timer's Bible Study - 10:30 am
13th - Church Council Meeting - 12:00 pm

We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays! We are thankful for the
Life and Spirit of those

we celebrate. May the blessings of 47t . Maundy Thursday Worship - 7:00 pm

15th - Christian Education - 7:00 pm
17th - Outreach Meeting - 7:00 pm

God flow in the life of each of you.

April 1 Abby Featherstone
April 3 Garrett Carpenter
April 4 Sherry Alexander
April 4 Susan Clark

April 4 Sandra Cline

April 5 Wade Rhyne

April 6 Stephanie Sage
April 8 Shirley Causby
April 8 Fran Holland

April 14 Rianna Nance
April 14 Suzanne Fairbairn
April 16 Misty Koehler
April 16 Debbie Neagle
April 23 Tim Baker

April 25 Julia Gunter

April 25 Kathy Barker
April 28 Rita Stewart

18th - Good Friday Worship - 7:00 pm
19th - Easter Egg Hunt - 10:00 am

20th - Easter Sunday Worship - 10:30 am
30th - Dinner Church - 6:30 pm

Sundays:
Adult Handbells - 9:00 am

Koinonia Coffee - 9:30 am
Church Choir - 10:10 am
Worship - 10:30 am
Church Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 pm
Monday Evenings:

Book Club - 6:45 pm
Wednesday Evenings: 2nd, 9th:
Youth Handbell Rehearsal - 5:30 pm
Lenten Meals - 6:00 pm
Holden Evening Prayer Service - 6:45 pm
Chamber Choir Rehearsal - 7:15 pm




April 30 Debbie Williams 2nd & 4th Tuesdays:
Nar-Anon Meeting - 7:00 pm
1st & 2nd Sundays of Month:

" Church Directory Kid's Club - 4:00 pm
llmlate v 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays of Month:
HCY - 5:00 pm
4th Sunday of the Month:
| ﬂj Discipleship Academy - 5:00 pm
‘ //dl]:\’ Church
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The rough draft of the church
directory has been mailed, and we
are currently awaiting the proofs.
We will keep the congregation
updated as we move forward. Any
questions or comments please
speak with Courtney.
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Tenten Uednesaay UWership
I Tanch, 12th, = April, Ith
5:30 pm - Youth Handbell Rehearsal

6:00 pm - Lenten Meal

. 6:45 pm - Holden Evening Prayer Service

After Worship - Chamber Choir Rehearsal

Lenten Meal Sign Up
Here
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The month of April brings more than
just showers. This year Easter Sunday
is within days of being as late on the
calendar as it can occur. | have
commented to the choir at least a
dozen times that if the world council...

HOLY WEEK
SERVICES

April 17- Maunday Thursday

Worship at 7 pm.
April 18- Good Friday
Worship at 7 pm.

Access Livestream under Connect Tab

HOLY COMFORTER LUTHERAN CHURCH




He Is risen, He (s risen Iindeed!

EASTER
SERVICES




American Red Cross

G’Wﬁ/ . Help save lives.

Blood Drive
Lutheran Church
of the Holy

Comforter

Fellowship Hall
216 N. Main STreet
Belmont, NC 28012

Tuesday, April 8, 2025
12:00 pm to 4:30 pm

Make My Blood Donation
Appointment

Any Question Please Contact Katie Howard

Join Our Support Crew
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Beka's _.
Buzz Y- Live
like

Jesus! Ball like Jesus!
Lutheran Youth Organization
Assembly (LYO Assembly)
was nothing short of exciting
and fun. We ate snacks,
competed in the LYOlympic
games, and dressed up like...

Read
More

D07, Wear The Change, Make The Impact!

‘SUPPOAT CREW’ ca%e
S YVOUTH SHIAT B
: : : : SUPPORTS $25
e |

Wear the Change - Make an Impact!
We’re gearing up for our next adventure, and we
need your support! Our mission is to raise funds

for the upcoming trip to the Dwelling, and you
can be a part of it by purchasing a custom-
designed t-shirt!
Coming this Summer -
Support Crew Sunday, Sunday, July 13th

Read
More




April 19th at 10 am
g Hunts For Pre-K to 5th Grade




DISCIPLESHIP DOINGS

Rooting. Raising. Reaching.

April Confirmation class is an elective credit podcast. This month’s podcast is on
Discipleship. Students will learn the basics of discipleship, what it means, and how we live
into it, which is foundational—reflection required. For more information, contact Deacon

Beka or Pastor Micah.
Podcast Here

Help Support Our Youth Ministry

HCY and Kids Club take time to gather
around the table for a meal, catch up
on life, and laugh. Meals are important,
Jesus did so much ministry around
meals.

Supporting our young disciples can
look like providing a meal on
Sundays at 5 pm.




DINN ER CHURCH

pr11 30th @ 6 30 pm
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? You can make automatic, recurring
" gifts to Holy Comforter through
: |:| W OnRealm.
\ Simply log into OnRealm and click
, i the "Giving" icon on the left of the
AR KNDW2
O
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Set Up Recurring
Giving

Holy Comforter Business

February 2025 Council Minutes

We invite you to take a moment to
review the recently approved minutes

f;é é; from our Council meeting.

The minutes provide a summary of our

C O U N C I L discussions, decisions made, and

MEETING MINUTES action items moving forward.

If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact a council member.

Council Minutes
Here




Treasurer’s Report for February 2025

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER - Current Financial Summary
For Month of For Year Through

February 2025 212812025

Offering (Actual) $26,365 00 $47 592 00
Expenses (Actual) 31,725 58 59,327 43
Offering less Expenses -5 360 58 1173543
Actual Offering $26,365 00 $47.592 00
Planned Offering for Budgeted Expenses 29 591.17 59,182.34

Shortfall in Offering 3,226 17 -11.5090.34
Expected Expenses (Budget) $29 591.17 $59.182 34
Actual Expenses 31.725.58 08 327 43

Expense Savings =2.134 41 -145 09
Offering Shortfall + Expense Savings -5, 360.58 11,735 43

Cause(s) of the year to date loss: Insufficient Offering Income

2025 Volunteer Opportunities

Children's Church Volunteers
are Needed
The children need your help! Children's
church needs one volunteer per
Sunday to teach using scripted
curriculum. The volunteer would find
our user friendly Children's Church
material in the Fellowship hall in the
yellow binder. We have plenty of
openings from now till the end of the
year.

v
W
CHILDREN'S

CHURCH

VOLUNTEERS
___ NEEDED

Sign Up

Here




SIGN UP TO BE A
WORSHIP VOLUNTEER

2025 Worship Volunteer Sign-Ups

Altar flowers are the flowers that are on the altar during worship. They can be
given in honor or memory of someone and are a reminder of the resurrected Christ.
Once worship is over, you are able to collect the flowers that you sponsored. The
price per vase is $30, or $60 if you purchase both.

2025 Altar
Flowers

Being a Lector is an easy and important way to lead during worship. It would be most
helpful for you to sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as you
can. Readings will be sent to you the Monday before your Sunday.

2025 Lectors

Monthly Volunteers




Altar flowers
Available to be sponsored. If you would
like to do so in honor or memory of a
loved one or to celebrate a milestone
please click the button above.
April 6-
April 13- Rochelle Potter, in
celebration of Taylor and Perri Gross’s
daughter, Ellis’s1st Birthday.
April 20- Julia Gunter, In honor of the
church choir and all church musicians.
April 27- Rochelle Potter, In
celebration of Alejandra Villalpando
Birthday.

Sign Up
Here
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April Teller Schedule:
Ellie Holloway & William Charnock

Note: If you can't count during your
assigned time, please ask another Teller
to count for you or Contact Shelia via text

or phone.

CHURCH
7

Children’s Church
April 6-Jill Cassel
April 13- Deacon Beka Forst
April 20- Mason Morton
April 27- Mason Morton

Children's Church is available for pre-k-
5th graders every Sunday during the
readings, the Gospel, and the Sermon.
Children's church takes place in the
fellowship hall.

Sign Up
Here
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Lectors
April 6- Anne Reese
April 13- Anne Reese
April 20- Anne Reese
April 27- Anne Reese

Sign Up
Here

The church calendar is updated weekly and can always be found on the church
website under the events tab. Take a look!




Church

Calendar

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church | 216 N Main St | BELMONT, NC 28012 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

C Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!
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Grace and Peace,

Easter is just around the corner. The choir has been preparing music for it for a while, the brass
quartet has had their music to practice since just after Christmas, eggs are being stuffed and prizes
prepared for the egg hunt, and we’re getting the picture in our heads of what Easter will look like this
year. The blooms popping out on all sorts of plants make it seem like Creation is eager to celebrate
Easter and new life as well. It is an exciting time and worth looking forward to.

But we’re not quite there yet. We still have a few weeks of Lent to go, of being honest about our
sinfulness and our propensity to rely on things other than God for our value, identity, and life in
general. And we have Holy Week, when we go on the rollercoaster of emotions of Jesus’ week
leading up to his death and resurrection. On Sunday we celebrate Palm Sunday, remembering how
Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem like a conquering king, with people praising him with high hopes
of what his arrival would mean. By Thursday the mood has changed, and the crowds have largely
turned against him, not knowing what Jesus’ victory would look like but knowing it wouldn’t be the one
they had hoped for. On Maundy Thursday we remember Jesus’ last night with the disciples, wherein
he washes their feet and gives them the gift of communion, preparing them for a time when he will not
be with them. He is then arrested, and on Good Friday we remember the humiliation and suffering
that Jesus endured as he was tried and crucified, killed for bringing us the kingdom, and also the
grace with which he carried himself. On Saturday we wait, sitting in the reality of a world that crucified
our Lord, that rejected the kingdom that he proclaimed, believing, for a moment, that death has won.
Then on Sunday, Easter, Resurrection. We know what to expect now so the surprise is a bit lost on
us, but we try to place ourselves in the shoes of the women at the tomb who, despite Jesus’
teachings, weren’t expecting resurrection. And we celebrate that we live in a world where death does
not get the final word, but new and everlasting life does.

The thing is, we have to experience the rest of Holy Week to truly get to Easter. We have to
experience death in order to get to resurrection. Over the years | have had people tell me that they
don'’t like Maundy Thursday, and especially Good Friday, because they’re sad. | get that, and they’re
right. But one of the things that we do in worship is we practice at our life of faith outside of worship.
When we go through Holy Week in its entirety, when we allow ourselves to experience the sadness of
Good Friday, and then we follow through to experience Easter after it, we are rewiring our brains to
expect resurrection and new life when we experience sadness and death. We are practicing, and
teaching ourselves to expect, hope. Then when we experience hardship in our lives, when we
experience suffering and death, it is easier for us to believe and hope that new life is on the horizon,
both for us in this life, and for those we grieve as well, because we have practiced it and know that
death does not get the final word, but new life and resurrection does. God does.

As we approach Holy Week, leading up to Easter, let us remember that what we hear in worship is
the framework for how we believe God is at work in the world and in our lives, and let us practice
hope together.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Micah
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The month of April brings more than just showers. This year Easter Sunday is within
days of being as late on the calendar as it can occur. | have commented to the choir at
least a dozen times that if the world council of churches would ask me to select the date
for Easter, | would proclaim it the last Sunday in April every year. That is strictly for
selfish reasons...mainly that the choir would have up a month of extra rehearsal time as
opposed to when Easter falls in March.

At any rate our choirs are prepared for all our Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter Services
of Worship. This year again we welcome the Catawba Valley Brass accompanying our
Easter 10:30 service. This quintet includes two Trumpets, Trombone, French Horn, and
Tuba.

The chorale highlight anthem of the day is a composition by Gwyneth Walker
entitled, "The Earth Is Risen." The text for this anthem is based on the poem, Lo, the
Earth is Risen Again, by Samuel Longfellow, brother of the famous American poet,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. The Lyrics announce the return of Spring. This
celebration of the renewal of the earth is joined with the spiritual rebirth...the
Resurrection of Christ. "Life has triumphed over death, and beauty sings on every
breath...for Christ our Lord is risen again!"

Greg Cline. MD, Music Director
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Live like Jesus! Ball like Jesus! Lutheran Youth Organization Assembly (LYO Assembly) was
nothing short of exciting and fun. We ate snacks, competed in the LYOlympic games, and dressed up like
Despicable Me characters. We laughed at ourselves and learned the 5 ways to live like Jesus.

LYO is a powerful experience. This weekend is planned by the LYO board, which is made up of
high school youth. They plan the theme, the devotions, the games, the skits, the prayers, and worship!
It’s incredible to watch young people lead this generation of the church. It’s powerful to hear what’s
important to them, what they live through, and how they strive to live their faith. This year’s theme was
the LYO Olympics, and the five rings represented different ways to live like Jesus. We heard about
Growth, Generosity, Humility, Honesty, and Forgiveness. Each member of the board wrote a talk where
they talked about one of the themes and how it impacted their faith. At the end of the weekend, | asked
our youth what their favorite talk was, and it was tied between Humility and Forgiveness. The humility
talk was given by a high school student who shared that he enters each soccer game and track meet
expecting someone to be better than him. He shared about how he tries to be proud of himself for trying
and getting better, not necessarily for being the best. The talk about forgiveness was given by a different
high school student who talked about how forgiveness mattered when working things out with friends.
She also shared about the importance of forgiving yourself. It was impactful for students to hear that
they aren’t the only ones dealing with these issues.

What they heard is truly counter-cultural to what we see in the world. It is counter-cultural to
what society wants us to be like. So was Jesus. Jesus challenged what the world wanted from the Jews
and the Romans. Living like Jesus is to live radically different and to lead with love. Living and Balling like
Jesus is to practice growth, generosity, humility, honesty, and forgiveness. I’'m grateful for this experience
for our youth because it reinforces their identity as children of God and that they aren’t alone. I'm
grateful for the role modeling and witness of their peers, and I’'m grateful to get to get a front row to
how the Spirit is moving in their lives.

Deacon Beka
rforst@holyc.org



