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Worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 am.

10:30 am worship is live-streamed on YouTube for those unable to join us in person.

Click Here to Find Our Worship Services

Church Office Hours: g NOR PP X

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor @)} }ISII{AE)SB%T(])_II%

mkearney@holyc.org

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship Mwm*

rforst@holyc.org

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster


https://www.youtube.com/@HolyCBelmontNC/streams
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https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=f13e979e-aab5-4f34-8400-3d826ccef890

gclinea440@aol.com

Diamond Cansler, Office Manager
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Pastor

Micah Kearney

| built a reputation for being a bit
of a Scrooge, not when it comes
to Christmas as a whole, that'd
be weird for a pastor, but when it
comes to celebrating Christmas
early. No tree or decoration
could go up in my house until
after Thanksgiving. Deacon
Beka has a vivid memory of me
squashing Christmas music
being played aloud in the office
too early in the season of
Advent, because Christmas and
Advent aren’t the same, and it
felt like we were skipping Advent
(also, while not the same catchy
radio playability as Christmas
music, Advent has some great
music). Admittedly, | enjoyed
being a bit of a critic.

I’'m softening on that a bit as |

e

December Birthdays
We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays! We are thankful for the Life
and Spirit of those we celebrate. May
the blessings of God flow in the life of
each of you.

December Monthly Gatherings:

Tuesday, December 2

e 7:00pm — Small Group 2
Wednesday, December 3
5:30pm — Youth Handbell
6:00pm — Advent Dinner
6:45pm — Advent Service
7:15pm — Chamber Choir
Saturday, December 6

e 2:00pm — Holiday Photos
Sunday, December 7— Christmas


mailto:gcline@holyc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/6320c462-9269-4e08-b4f0-f6d9fd3941dc.pdf

December 1 — Madison Harrington-
Smith

December 5 — Aaron Nault
December 8 — Nathan Kelly
December 9 — Bob Koehler
December 10 — Denise Wiegand
December 14 — Stacey Wilson
December 15 — Greg Cline
December 17 — Mason Morton
December 29 — Trudy Whitener
December 30 — Luke Via

Play & Advent Exhibit

e 5:00pm Advent Exhibit to follow
Wednesday, December 10

e 8:30am — Men’s Breakfast
5:30pm — Youth Handbell
6:00pm — Advent Dinner
6:45pm — Advent Service
e 7:15pm — Chamber Choir

Thursday, December 11
e 10:30am — Prime Timers

Friday, December 12
e 6:00pm — Parents Night Out

Saturday, December 13
e 1:00pm — Cookie Exchange

Sunday, December 14 — Hanging Of

The Greens
e 4:00pm — Kingdom Crew -
Christmas Party

e 5:00pm - Young Disciples
Tuesday, December 16

e 7:00pm — Christian Education

e 7:00pm — Nar-Anon Meeting
Wednesday, December 17

e 5:30pm — Youth Handbell
6:00pm — Advent Dinner
6:45pm — Advent Service
7:15pm — Chamber Choir
Thursday, December 18

e 7:00pm — Outreach Meeting

Sunday, December 21
e 3:30pm — Christmas Caroling
e 5:00pm - Young Disciples -
Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 24
e 4:00pm & 11:00pm service
Candlelight Carol Service

Tuesday, December 30
e 7:00pm — Nar-Anon Meeting

Sundays:
Handbells - 9:00am

Koinonia Coffee - 9:30am
Church Choir - 10:10am
Worship - 10:30am
Choir Rehearsal - 6:00pm



2nd & 4th Tuesdays:
Nar-Anon Meeting - 7:00pm
Every Wednesday:
Youth Handbells Rehearsal - 5:30pm
Chamber Choir - 7:15pm
Every Other Wednesday:
Men's Breakfast - 8:30am

Church Calendar

2025 Advent Calendar
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Click Here To Download

Join us on Wednesday evenings
during Advent for a warm and
welcoming time of fellowship
before worship. Our Advent Meals
will begin at 6:00 PM, offering a
simple, shared meal to help us
pause, connect, and prepare our
hearts for the season. Worship
will follow at 6:45 PM.

We invite you to volunteer online if
you’re able to help organize,
prepare, or provide a meal or
beverages. Volunteers are also
needed for setup, serving,
cleanup, and caring for tablecloths.
Your participation helps make
these meaningful gatherings


https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/ccfad0a6-e94b-40c8-9311-cb2eb1f218fa.pdf

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADVENT MEALS WILL BE
HELD 6:00PM BEFORE WORSHIP AT 6:45 PM

possible for our whole church
family.

RSVP ONLINE TO HELP RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

ORGANIZE/PREPARE/
PROVIDE A MEAL AND
BEVERAGES.

SET UP, SERVE, CLEAN UP,
TRASH, TABLECLOTHS
CLEANED.

Celebrate the season with a
festive Christmas Photoshoot
on December 6th at 2:00pm!
Capture joyful memories with
a cozy 30-minute session
featuring a beautifully
designed indoor set. Each
session includes 7-10
professionally edited high-
resolution photos and a digital
online album—all for just $70.
This is a wonderful
opportunity to create
keepsakes, send holiday
cards, or update your family
photos for Christmas.

Limited slots are available, so
be sure to click the link and
reserve your time today!

Click To Book Your

Timeslot

2 Ny
HOTOSHOOT

Capture your Christmas cheer with a cozy
photoshoot. Perfect for celebrating the season,
cherishing special moments, or just enjoying
the festive spirit together!

December 6"

starting at 2:00pm
Package Includes:

30 Min Session

1 Beautiful indoor set ups

7-10 edited high-resolution photos
Digital Online Album

Limited slots available!

Click the link to book your time slot

DIAMOND DESIGNS

PHOTOGRAPHY
®_GRAPHICSBYDD



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-60682655-advent

Christmas Play:

~ Advent Exhibit

to follow!

5pm Dec 7" 2025
Everyone is welcome!

Our Annual Church Christmas Play will be held on
December 7th, 2025 - 4:30 call time, 5:00 show time
The Advent Exhibit will follow right after

Save The Date

EXCHANGE AND

HOLIDAY TEA

December 13 1:00 pm- 3:00 pm
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DECEMBER 24, 2025
4:00PM | 11:00 PM

Come sing along, celebrate together, and feel the
warmth of the season. Everyone's welcome to bring
your friends and family.

JOIN US NOW

Join us as we gather to celebrate the joy and wonder of Christ’s birth at our

Christmas Eve Services on December 24. With services at4:00 PM and 11:00 PM,
you can choose the time that best fits your family’s Christmas traditions. Come and
enjoy beautiful music, candlelight, and the warmth of worship as we reflect on the true
meaning of the season. All are welcome, so feel free to bring friends and loved ones

to share in this holy and hope-filled night.

Youth Handbell
Rehearsals

Our Youth Handbell Choir is
starting November 5th, and
we’d love for your child to
join! No prior handbell or
music experience is required
just a willingness to learn and
have fun together.



5N rcemeen o
DECEMEBER 10TH

DECEMEBER 17TH
5:30PM-6:45PM
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Our church, chamber, and handbell
choirs have been preparing for the
season of Advent and Christmas for
months now. These seasons feature all
of our traditional services of worship,
including "Hanging of the Green," and
"Christmas Eve." Our Wednesday
Evening Services are entitled,
"Unfailing Light."

This worship time is best summed up by
composer Marty Haugen, who also
pinned the liturgies such as ...........

We will all gather in the church
parking lot on Sunday, December
21 at 3:30 for our annual
Christmas Caroling Caravan. We
travel to homes of some of our
members who perhaps are unable
to always be physically present
with us for our services of worship.


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/0feac3bc-4763-4bc6-bce1-da1b0482b310.pdf

Bring your singing voice, your
holiday spirit, and even a friend as
we gather to share beloved carols
throughout our community. This is
a wonderful opportunity to spread
warmth and light to others while
celebrating the season together. All
ages are welcome—Ilet’s make the
town ring with the sounds of
Christmas!

Carols ringing, Christmas beginning.

Dec 21,2025 at 3:30pm |

Join Us In Faith and Fellowship
Holy Comforter Men's Breakfast
Every Other Wednesday 8:30am at Eggs Up Grill, Community Room
Lead by Pastor Micah

HC Men’s
Breakfast

Eggs Up Grill, Community Room
2609 S New Hope Rd.

(December 10th, 8:30 am)

C Join us for faith and )
fellowship

Come Join Our Prime Timers Bible Study!

Prime Timers is a monthly gathering of
retired friends who explore the
upcoming Sunday Gospel together,
sharing in discussion, reflection, and
prayer. It's a wonderful way to deepen
your understanding of scripture and
connect with others.
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PRIME TIMERS

BIBLE
STUDY

EVERY
SECOND
THURSDAY

10:30AM

All are welcome, whether this is your
first time or you've been attending for
years! We are meeting on
December 11th at 10:30 am.
Come for the conversation, stay for the
fellowship.

For more information, contact
Lyn Miller.

Jim and Jan Buell Will Host Their Small Group Tuesday,
December 2nd

Anyone interested in talk to Jim or Jan as they welcome some fresh faces.

Small Groups meet during the second
week of each month and provide a
dedicated time for devotions,
meaningful connections, and prayer.
These gatherings are designed to help
participants walk alongside one another
intentionally, offering support,
encouragement, and shared
experiences of faith. Whether you’re
seeking community, spiritual growth, or
simply a place to connect with others on
your faith journey, Small Groups are a
space to grow together and deepen
your relationship with God.

For more information or to get
connected, please contact Deacon
Beka.

WANT TO JOIN-A
SMAILE GROUIEPT

WHAT IS A SMALL GROUP?
In Small Groups there is time for devotions, connection, and prayer. Small Groups are intended
to intentionally accompany one another, support one another, and share in faith together. Small
Groups meet the second week of the month

Contact Deacon Beka For More Information
rforst@holyc.org

Take a well-deserved break
this holiday season and let us
care for the kids during our
Parents’ Night Out:
Christmas Edition! Children
will enjoy a fun-filled evening
of Christmas crafts, games,
and activities while you take
time to relax, finish last-
minute shopping, or enjoy a
quiet night out.

This special event offers a
safe, joyful environment for



kids and a helpful gift of time
for parents during this busy
season. We hope you'll join
us!

ENJOY A NIGHT WHILE YOUR CHILDREN EXPERIENCE A FESTIVE
EVENING FILLED WITH CRAFTS, GAMES, AND CHRISTMAS CHEER, SO
YOU CAN TAKE TIME TO REST, SHOP, OR SIMPLY SAVOR THE SEASON.

FRIDAY i
12TH DECEMBER, 2025

START AT
6:00PM - 9:00PM

oMt

Beka's .

6:00pm-9: OOam

Parents Night

L.
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If you've ever wondered what
happens when National Pickle
Day, National Guacamole Day,

Teddy Bear Day, and Family Kingdom Crew Christmas Caroling
) L7 Xmas Party 5:00 pm
P_ajama Day collide... the answer \/ 5:00 pm Yourig Diciples
is the Second Annual Charlotte Young Diciples Xmas Party /)
Area Lock-In!
o

On November 14, Holy C
transformed into a whirlwind of
pajamas, pickle snacks,



guacamole, and teddy bears. Five
congregations: Cross and Crown
(Matthews), Community in Christ
(Cornelius), Grace
(Hendersonville), Philadelphia
(Dallas), and our own Young
Disciples, joined together with 39
youth and leaders for an evening
filled with fun and holy chaos......

Dinner Sign-Ups
for Kingdom Crew
& Young
Disciples!

We’re excited to gather
for some great food and
even better company! If
you’d like to help provide
dinner for Kingdom Crew
or Young Disciples
gatherings, please sign
up using the link below.
Your support means the
world to our kiddos and
leaders!

Sign Up Genius

The New Advent Season Devotional


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/cae60616-d511-460c-8517-4f0fce890c07.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-57374602-20252026
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Celebrate Advent with us! Order our devotional with reflections and family activities,
and join table discussions at each Advent dinner. Merry Advent!

Thriftbooks

Outreach Meeting Reminder

December 18th 7:00 pm

OUTREACH
COMMITTEE &4

Thursday at 7 pm
) e

A\l



https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/unwrapping-the-names-of-jesus-an-advent-devotional_asheritah-ciuciu/14046056/?resultid=02af39c6-ddaf-4a04-ad5c-44988ccb4fdc#edition=15026361&idiq=27542875
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0802416721?ref=ppx_pop_mob_ap_share

Christian Education Meeting

Holy Comforter Business

Church Council Meeting

Sunday, December 14th, 12:00pm - 1:00pm

October 2025 Council Minutes

We invite you to take a moment to review the
recently approved minutes from our Council

éé I é; meeting.

The minutes provide a summary of our

CO U N C I L discussions, decisions made, and action

M EETING BINUTES items moving forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact a council member.

Council Minutes Here

Treasurer’s Report for October 2025


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/0323b549-8796-4b58-b63d-c83dfc67ed4e.pdf

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER - Current Financial Summary

For Month of For Year Through
Dctober 2025 10/31/2025
Actual Offering $23,837.00 $275414.59
Actual Expenses 2810571 29512377
Actual Offering less Actual Expenses 5 (4.268.71) {19.709,18)
Detail:

Actual Offering $23,837.00 $275414.59
Planned Offering for Budgeted Expenses 29,581.17 29591167
Actual Offering less Planned Offering 3 5754.17) 20.497.08)
Expected Expenses (Budget) $29,591.17 $295,911.67
Actual Expenses 28,105.71 285,123,777
Budgeted Expenses less Actual Expenses 148546 787,89
Actual Offering less Planned Offering + 3 4.268.71) 18 709 18)

Budgeted Expenses less Actual Expenses®

* erass raderances Acual Otering less Actual Expansas B0
Cause(s) of the year to date loss: Insufficient offerings in this and some earlier months,

as well as unusual expenses in April and May

Children's Church Volunteers
are Needed
The children need your help! Children's
church needs one volunteer per
Sunday to teach using scripted
curriculum. The volunteer would find our
user friendly Children's Church material
in the Fellowship hall in the yellow
binder. We have plenty of openings
from now till the end of the year.

Sign Up Here

HOLY COMFORTER LUTHERAN CHURCH

UOLUNTEERS NEEDED



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090434-childrens#/

SIGN UP TO BE A
WORSHIP VOLUNTEER

2025 Worship Volunteer Sign-Ups

Altar flowers are the flowers that are on the altar during worship. They can be given in
honor or memory of someone and are a reminder of the resurrected Christ. Once
worship is over, you are able to collect the flowers that you sponsored. The price per
vase is $30, or $60 if you purchase both.

2025 Altar Flowers

Being a Lector is an easy and important way to lead during worship. It would be most
helpful for you to sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as you
can. Readings will be sent to you the Monday before your Sunday.

2025 Lectors

Volunteer Schedule

A
CHILDREN'S

CHURGH
7

Children’s Church

Altar flowers


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090408-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090402-2025

Available to be sponsored. If you would
like to do so in honor or memory of a
loved one or to celebrate a milestone

please click the button below..

December 7 - Shelia Kelly and Anne

Reese

December 14 - Shelia Kelly

December 21 -

December 28 - Julia Gunter

Sign Up Here

December 7 - Deacon Beka
December 14 - Jenn Kearney
December 21 - Jill Cassel
December 28 -

Children’s Church is available for pre-k-
5th graders every Sunday during the
readings, the Gospel, and the Sermon.
Children's church takes place in the
fellowship hall.

Sign Up Here

)
=

December Teller Schedule:
Sheila Kelly and Jill Cassel
Note: If you can't count during your
assigned time, please ask another Teller
to count for you or Contact Shelia via text
or phone.

<

December Lector:
Anne Reese

Sign Up Here

The church calendar is updated weekly and can always be found on the church
website under the events tab. Take a look!

Church Calendar

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church | 216 N Main St | BELMONT, NC 28012 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

o Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090408-2025#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090434-childrens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090402-2025#/
https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

Grace and peace,

| built a reputation for being a bit of a Scrooge, not when it comes to Christmas as a
whole, that'd be weird for a pastor, but when it comes to celebrating Christmas early. No
tree or decoration could go up in my house until after Thanksgiving. Deacon Beka has a
vivid memory of me squashing Christmas music being played aloud in the office too
early in the season of Advent, because Christmas and Advent aren’t the same, and it
felt like we were skipping Advent (also, while not the same catchy radio playability as
Christmas music, Advent has some great music). Admittedly, | enjoyed being a bit of a
critic.

I’'m softening on that a bit as | age. This year, Jenn put up a couple trees in the house
the week of her birthday, which is early November (only lights, though, ornaments come
later. | have standards), James Taylor’s Christmas album has played at least once
already in the house, we’'ve watched Home Alone, and decorative pillows, candles, and
more have been popping up in the house without challenge. There is still a
commercialism of Christmas that is worth naming, there is Christmas celebrated as
nostalgia more than a religious celebration that is still frustrating, but as a whole | am
finding less need to fight the early decorating and celebrating of Christmas.

| think the main reason | am getting less Scrooge-like about early Christmas decorating
and celebrating is because | see the joy that it gives people, and in what feels like an
increasingly anxious and chaotic world, we are reaching for and clinging to whatever we
can find to give us that sense of joy, including nostalgia for times that feel safe and
simpler. Christmas decorations, music, and traditions connect us with times of meaning
in our lives and relationships, whether ones we’ve experienced and now grieve, ones
we’re looking for this year, or ones we hope for one day.

There is an argument that this is sentimentalizing Christmas, and that’s valid. However,
when we believe that Christmas is about the Incarnation, of Christ literally coming
alongside us in our lives, first bodily in the person of Jesus Christ, and then bodily
through our sisters and brothers in Christ, we can see that many of the things we
appreciate about Christmas, the things we long for, are places where Christ shows up.
Christ shows up in the relationships as we gather with friends and family, and also in the
comfort for grief when we think as much about those who aren’t gathered as those who
are. Christ shows up in the abundance around the table at these meals, and also in our
call to bring others to the table so all people can participate in that abundance. Christ
shows up in music that names our hopes and feelings better than we can. Christmas is
a season when we celebrate that Christ shows up, and that is a reality that is not limited
to one season of the year.



Advent is a beautiful season that | don’t intend to skip, one of Hope, of anticipation, of
yearning for the reality of the kingdom of God to be the reality of the whole world as
well, for God’s kingdom to come on Earth as it is in heaven, and we are going to
celebrate it and walk through it. | love the way Advent names the hardships of the world
while also naming the hope for tomorrow. We need that these days. But | won't fault
folks for leaning into Christmas, for claiming the joy of the Incarnation in all its forms. We
need that too, and not always according to a liturgical calendar.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Micah



Our church, chamber, and handbell choirs have been preparing for the season
of Advent and Christmas for months now. These seasons feature all of our
traditional services of worship, including "Hanging of the Green," and
"Christmas Eve." Our Wednesday Evening Services are entitled, "Unfailing
Light."

This worship time is best summed up by composer Marty Haugen, who also
pinned the liturgies such as, "Holden Evening Prayer," and "Now the Feast
and Celebration,"...utilized by our congregation. Haugen goes on to say; "At
the close of the day, the Spirit calls us out of time marked by daylight and
darkness, measured by clocks and calendars, and gathers us into time welling

up from the past, widening toward the future, welcoming eternity."

"Unfailing Light" is led by Pastor Micah, Celebrant...as well as our church
choir and youth handbell ensemble. Everyone is seated in the front half of the
sanctuary nave which is dimmed by candlelight, and everyone present
receives the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This is a wonderful opportunity
to invite family/friends/neighbors into our worship space. Join us the first (3)
Wednesdays in December.

*k%

We will all gather in the church parking lot on Sunday, December 21 at 3:30
for our annual Christmas Caroling Caravan. We travel to homes of some of
our members who perhaps are unable to always be physically present with us
for our services of worship. This simple act means the world to our friends
who welcome visitors to their home, and are able to greet the membership of
our congregation face to face. So if you would like to give the best Christmas

gift ever...and it won't cost you a cent, join us that day!

Greg Cline, MD (Music Director)






If you’ve ever wondered what happens when National Pickle Day, National Guacamole
Day, Teddy Bear Day, and Family Pajama Day collide... the answer is the Second
Annual Charlotte Area Lock-In!

On November 14, Holy C transformed into a whirlwind of pajamas, pickle snacks,
guacamole, and teddy bears. Five congregations: Cross and Crown (Matthews),
Community in Christ (Cornelius), Grace (Hendersonville), Philadelphia (Dallas), and our
own Young Disciples, joined together with 39 youth and leaders for an evening filled
with fun and holy chaos.

We kicked things off with tacos and guacamole, a feast to celebrate National
Guacamole Day. Followed by each student donating a teddy bear to the Teen Parenting
Program Closet of Gaston County, a program supporting parents under 19 with
essential baby supplies. The growing pile of teddy bears became a heartwarming
reminder of the compassion and generosity our youth bring to the community.

Then came the pajamas: flannel sets, youth group shirts, Thrivent shirts, and even elf
onesies. The elf onesies were perfect for late-night courtyard volleyball. After a round of
group photos, we dove into games like Pew Battleship, Human Foosball, Sardines, and
Hungry Hungry Hippos. Even our “chill time” games like Mario Kart and board games
turned into fits of laughter that filled every corner of the church.

Of course, no lock-in would be complete without a devotion. Ours centered on being
“clothed in Christ,” accompanied by toilet-paper fashion creations that included gowns,
tunics, hats, and even an ankle monitor. As the TP unraveled, we reflected on the
identity we receive in Christ, which is far sturdier and more lasting than anything we
could construct ourselves.

Morning arrived with the smell of coffee for adults and waffles, scrambled eggs, and
bacon for the youth (shout out to Nathan Kelly for bringing his amazing
breakfast-making skills!). Full-hearted and full-bellied, we headed home, maybe a little
sleepy, but certainly grateful.

And what keeps us coming back to this lock-in, and to ministry together? It's more than
the games and snacks (though those certainly help!). We love partnering with fellow
congregations, watching kids make new friends, and building a community that feels
bigger than any one youth group. These shared experiences create memories we hope
will last for years. And in a world where young people are pulled in a hundred directions,
giving them the chance to discover that church is fun is never a bad thing.



This lock-in continues to remind us that when our congregations come together, the
Spirit moves in joyful, energizing, and delightfully silly ways. And yes, plans for next
year are already percolating.
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