LUTHER AN CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER

216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, June 26, 2016

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
The Baptism of Rebekah Elizabeth-Anne Milton
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Micah Kearney Greg Cline
Pastor Organist/Choirmaster
GATHERING/WELCOME
PRELUDE: Ornamented Chorale . ............ .. .. ..., Callahan
GATHERING SONG: Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling .. ............. All Stand & Sing
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of light;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as the church’s wver - y  life:
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er work-ing through the church’s  min - s - try;
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Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er brood-ing o’er a worldof gloom and night
Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er striv-ingthroughus in a cease - less strife;

quick-"ning, strength-"ning, and ab - solv -ing, set - tingcap-tive sin - ners free;

s

D
THE
1

et

=

Continued on next page...
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of ecarth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er form-ing in  the church the mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it;, ev - er bind-ing age to age and soul to  soul
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liv - ing, life - im - part-ing Spir - it,

you we praise and

mag - ni - fy.

you we praise with end-less wor-ship for your gifts and

fruits un - priced.

Test Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, ali

in  com-mu - nicn nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol
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Masic: IN BABILONE, Ouwde en Niewwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Rbatgen, 18351932

PRESENTATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life

of the world.

Sponsors:

| present Rebekah Elizabeth-Anne Milton for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have

Rebekah baptized into Christ?

Response:
| do.



As you bring Rebekah to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that Rebekah may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Rebekah grow in the Christian faith and life?

Response:
I do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Rebekah by praying for her in her new life in
Christ?
C Wedo.
The assembly stands

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
C I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C I renounce them.

P Do you believe in God the Father?
C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C 1 believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

OTUvO ™o

P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the
waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh
and satisfy all living things.

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them
with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised
land.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for
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Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples,
baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and
female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The assembly may be seated.

BAPTISM
P Rebekah Elizabeth-Anne Milton, | baptize you in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
C You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

P Sustain Rebekah with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C Amen.

P Rebekah Elizabeth-Anne Milton, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
C Amen.

WELCOME
A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

A Let us welcome the newly baptized.

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word
to all the world.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true
freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders
us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.
CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building
for a 20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon.
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 years-old
are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
A reading from the nineteenth chapter of 1 Kings.

In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security
of God'’s mountain. There the Lord reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful
people in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own
successor, Elisha.

>Then the Lorp said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. *°Also you shall anoint Jehu
son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place.

%30 he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
him and threw his mantle over him. ?He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go
back again; for what have I done to you?” **He returned from following him, took the
yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their
flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and
became his servant.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 16. . . . All Sing

Protect me, O God, for | take ref- | uge in you:
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
$But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
*I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips.
>0 LoRD, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, | have a | rich inheritance.
"I will bless the LorD who | gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
8] have set the LoRD al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
nor let your holy one | see the pit.
1y ou will show me the | path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for-
| evermore.
2protect me, O God, for | take ref- | uge in you;
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”

SECOND READING Galatians 5:1, 13-25
A reading from the fifth chapter of Galatians.

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the
invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s
Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.



For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery.

BFor you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom
as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another. **For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” °If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that
you are not consumed by one another.

1% jve by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. *’For what the
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh;
for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. **But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. *Now the works of the flesh are
obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, Zidolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, *envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. | am warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

2By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, 2gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. **And
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be
swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a
similar single-mindedness.

*"When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. *And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of
the Samaritans to make ready for him; >*but they did not receive him, because his face
was set toward Jerusalem. **When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord,
do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” **But
he turned and rebuked them.*®*Then they went on to another village.

>’ As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” *®And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes,
and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to
lay his head.” %To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said,
“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ®°But Jesus said to
him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.” ®* Another said, “I will follow you,
Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” %2Jesus
said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back
is fit for the kingdom of God.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Monday

SERMON . .o e Pastor Micah



HYMN OF THE DAY: O Master, Let Me Walk With You .........
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1 O Mas -ter, let me walk  with  you in low - ly
2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teach me your pa - tience; share with me clos - er,
4 In hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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win - ning word of love; teach me the way - ward
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help me bear the strain of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can give; with you, O  Mas - ter, let me live.
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Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

PEACE
P

C And also with you.

OFFERING

The peace of Christ be with you always.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM & RESPONSE: Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
Choir sings verse 1; Congregation verses 2-5 (Standing on verse 5)
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I Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me be as
2 We are pil-grims on a  jour - ney, we are trav - ’lers
31 will hold the  Christ-light for you in the night - time
4 1 will weep when you are weep -ing; when you laugh TI'll
5 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me be as
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Christ to you? Pray that 1  may have the grace to
on the road; we are here to help each oth - er
of your fear; I  will hold my hand out to you,
laugh with  you. I will share your joy and sor - row
Christ to you? Pray that I  may have the grace to
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile  and bear the  load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen  this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.
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Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928
Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, ¢/o Integrity's Hosanna Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.



OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray,

C God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand
in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all
in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Anointing God, you commission us for our ministry in daily life. You also call us to pass
our faith and ministry on to the next generation. Inspire us in our equipping of others.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of creation, you have given us all we need. Inspire us to honor your creation as an
inheritance and trust. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, the distractions of the world draw our attention away from you.
Refocus us in our commitment to your ways and the justice you desire for the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Through the fruits of your Spirit, make us healers in the world. Bring love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control into the lives of
all in need. We pray for your healing, especially for . . .. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Steadfast God, guide this congregation by your Spirit. Make us neighbors to each other,
ready to be and receive strangers, and show us how to love our neighbors as you intend.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, you have called the saints your own. Gather us, with them, into your kingdom, in
the promise of life forever with you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.
C Amen.
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1 On Jor-dan’s storm-y bapk 1  stand, and cast a wish - ful eye

2 Al o'er those wide ex-tend-ed  plains shines one e - ter - nal day;

3 No chill-ing winds or poi-s'nous breath can reach that health-ful shore;

4 When shall I reach that hap - py place and be for-ev - er blest?
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to Ca - naan’s fair and  hap - py land, where my pos - ses-sions He.
there God the Son for - ev - er reignsand scat-ters night a - way.
sick - ness and  sor-row, pain and death, are felt and feared no more.
When shall I see my Sav-ior's face and  in God’sbos-om  rest?
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Text: Samuel Steanett, $727-1793
Music: PROMISED LAND, W. Walker, Southern Harmosy, 1835, adapt. Rigdon M. McIntosh, 1836-1899
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DISMISSAL
A  Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

We weleome to Holy Comforter
via Infant Baptism
Rebekah €lizabeth-Inng Milton
Paughter of Brad & Brandy Milton

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please
sign our guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with you. If
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.

e L ]
CHILDREN are welcome in worship. Jesus said, "let the children come to
me!" Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the
Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for
children (infants through 3 years old) are located in the Education
building. Let an usher know if you need assistance.

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.
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PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer list, please fill
out a form from the prayer book or fill in a form online at www.holyc.org.

[ 4 L
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Donna and
Horace Bean in memory of H. A. & Lucille Bean.

Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them
home, but please return the containers to the church.

Carmen Buell, Worship & Music
Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, June 19, 2016:
Attendance: 116

Budget Report June 19, 2016

Current Offering Received $ 3,974.00

Weekly Budget Expenses $ 5,019.46

Offering, Year-To-Date $129,756.27

Offering less Actual Expenses Incurred, YTD $ 8,637.45

Offering less Budgeted Expenses, YTD $ 7,386.84

ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTOR: Donna Bean GREETER: Nancy Powell

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: Volunteers TELLERS: John Koehler,

Sherry Alexander

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 3)

Fran Holland, Co-Captain USHERS: Volunteers

Melinda Lingerfelt, Co-Captain

Courtney Gatlin ~ Stephanie Hinson CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Jo Singleton

NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am) Infants: Staff; Toddlers: Volunteer

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: June 26-July 2 H
June 27 Reid Passer June 30 Leah Koehler
June 29 Gabriel Kearney IRT DAY.’
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THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Today, Sunday, June 26 Tuesday, June 29
9:30 am Adult Sunday School 7:00 pm Nar-Anon
10:10 am Church Choir in Choir Room
10:30 am The Service
6:00 pm VBS Begins!

Monday, June 27-Wednesday, June 29
6:00 pm VBS continues

Vacation Bible School 2016
June 26-29th ® 6:00-7:45 pm
Our Vacation Bible School program will allow children to submerge
themselves in God’s Word. They will discover that Jesus didn’t just
see what'’s on the outside of people. He looked deep down on the %
inside. So grab your goggles, step into your flippers, and prepare to
register your kids for diving below the surface to find the truth!

A quick meal will be provided, then the children rotate through ~
activities of play, studying scripture, singing, and art. Parents are welcome to stay or
take this time for themselves.

BCO items for the month:
Canned tomatoes & Jellies
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PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Louise Austin
Brenda Dabrowski
Shawn De Nicholas
Ardean Ewing

Dot Holland

Richard Abernethy
Paige Beaver

Jenny Beer

Barbara Bingham
Emma Davis Bremer
Graham Brezler
Libby Byrum

Father Frank Cancro
Tina Capwell

Clell Davis

J. Don Devine
Zachary Evans

Poss Garrett

Ronnie Garrison
Tammy Gordon

Matt Cisek
Jason Gardner

Zack Hullander
Tom Irwin

Dianne Lail
Chase Lineberger
Holly Peche

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Brian Hedrick

Sam Holloway
Stacy Hunsucker
Dennis Jordan
Steven Keating
Marshall Kinley
Laura Lanuto
Jennifer Lineberger
Terry Mahaffey
Gene McRorie

Don Moore

Jean Peters

Jim Poag

Taylor Propst & Family
David Prouty

OUR SERVICEMEN
Dillon Kasmer
Leo Kasmer

Please remember these people in your prayers.

Sherry Perry
Marguerite Shive
Mark Reese
Beverley Reynolds
Kevin Washle

Julio Quiros

Tim Reid

Dan Robinson and
Daughters Breanna & Mikayla
Anna Rudder
Tangie Shingler
Megan Sigler

E. Taylor & Family
Carson Thomas
Sally Vanhoy

Pat Via

Gloria Ward

Olivia Wilcox

Jeff Wiles

Bruce Zander

Tom Kasmer T)\
Mike Kelso /A

& F \
Lt

If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, please inform Kathy Graves.
The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org.
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http://www.holyc.org/

Ho’y Doodles
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012  704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Kristen Williams, HCY Advisor
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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