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WELCOME

OPENING GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40
P  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest.

Entrance into the final days

ZAfter he had said this, Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
2%When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, *saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 3!If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs
it.”” 32S0 those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” **They said,
“The Lord needs it.” **Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 3As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the
road. 3"As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds
of power that they had seen, *saying,
“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”



39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to
stop.” *°He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those
who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who
carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to
his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

PROCESSIONAL SONG: All Glory Laud and Honor . ........... All Stand & Sing
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to  whom the lips of chil - dren made sweet ho - san-nas ring.
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - 0o - dy we raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to
share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah.

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated
with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in
God'’s steadfast love.

“The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,



that I may know how to sustain

the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens —

wakens my ear

to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,

and | was not rebellious,

| did not turn backward.

s] gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that I shall not be put to shame;

she who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.

°It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Chamber Choir

LESSON ANTHEM Hosanna . . . ...t

SECOND READING
A reading from the second chapter of Philippians.

Philippians 2:5-11

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of
death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for

others as God cared for us in Christ’s death.

sLet the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
swho, though he was in the form of God,
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did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
the humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.
*Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
150 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
uand every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION . ... All Stand & Sing
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GOSPEL Luke 23:1-49
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty third chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great
contradictions that characterize the coming of God’s reign. The leader serves the
followers, proud Peter is revealed in his cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent bringer of
life—is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried.

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They began to accuse
him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the
emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” 3Then Pilate asked him, “Are
you the king of the Jews?”” He answered, “You say so.” “Then Pilate said to the chief
priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” °But they
were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from
Galilee where he began even to this place.”

®When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. ’And when he
learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was
himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8wWhen Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had
been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping
to see him perform some sign. °He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no
answer. 1°The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. *Even
Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an
elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. *That same day Herod and Pilate
became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

13pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, **and said to
them, ““You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges
against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing
to deserve death. 61 will therefore have him flogged and release him.”

8Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for
us!” ¥(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken
place in the city, and for murder.) 2°Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them
again; 2'but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” ?A third time he said to them,
“Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I
will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” 2°But they kept urgently
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demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. 2So
Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. ?He released the man they
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed
Jesus over as they wished.

2As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from
the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 2’A great
number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating
their breasts and wailing for him. 2But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 2°For the
days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” **Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.” 3'For if they do this when the wood
is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with
him. **When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. **And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” **The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 3’and saying, “If you
are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This
is the King of the Jews.”

%90ne of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” *°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? **And we indeed
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this
man has done nothing wrong.” **Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.” “*He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

41t was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, “®while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. *Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. *"When the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” **And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned
home, beating their breasts. “But all his acquaintances, including the women who had
followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

7



P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Deacon Beka

All Stand & Sing
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how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
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for all who die be-liev - ing die safe -ly in thy  love.
T
e r P re —~
- I i T :
A | 4
— t ——— i P ; = o P S— i1
ot — — f

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, c. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612;
arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750

THE APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.



We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us
unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forces of
injustice and practice radical compassion. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your divine
goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that we take
greater care of its resources. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: Supply
them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. Deliver them from
fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those
who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace
those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the cross:
Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmerited
forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We remember those who have died, who were commended into your hands. Remember
us when you come into your kingdom, and prepare a place for each of us with you in
paradise. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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ANTHEM Pave The Way WithBranches .. ........................ Church Choir

Jesus is coming. Additional verses

Pave the way with branches. Release for the captives . . .
Jesus is coming. Hosanna. Repeat Hope for the downtrod . . .
Hosanna, Jesus is coming. Land for the landless . . .
Hosanna to the Prince of peace. Debts are forgiven . ..

Text: Bret Hesla, b. 1957
Text © 1999 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg
Fortress

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we
gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we
offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose
name we pray. Amen,

DIALOGUE
Pastor Congregation
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, +
and the power, and the glory, [
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.

C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation will be invited forward by rows, starting in the
back, and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You will then return to
your seat where you may briefly remove your mask to eat and drink, and then quickly
replace it. Your cups may be placed in the small receptacle on the aisle side of each pew.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Handbell Choir

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Letus pray.

C Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the
bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.

Amen.

BLESSING

P You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the
journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, - bless you this day and

always.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: Prepare The Royal Highway . ................... Stand & Sing
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal King!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING
A Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE SpanishHymn . ......... .. e Fanfare
* A special Thank you to our Lector Jim Buell

*Flowers are given by Jane Howard for the Glory of God and in memory of Jeff’s
parents, John and Bernice Howard by the Howard family.

Holyy Wick

SERVICES

Maundy Thursday - 7pm
Good Friday - 7pm
Easter Sunrise - 7am
Sunrise Breakfast - 8am 17
Easter Sunday - 10:30am -

All Services will be streamed.
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012

704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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