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GATHERING ANTHEM: Wave the Palms Church and Childrens Choir

OPENING GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11
P  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest.

Jesus enters Jerusalem

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them
to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will
send them immediately.” *This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet, saying,

>“Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt,
the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; “they brought the donkey and the
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. °The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
®When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 1! The
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
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P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those
who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who
carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to
his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

PROCESSIONAL SONG: All Glory Laud and Honor . ........... All Stand & Sing
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,



Refrain

Q l]p } 1 | 1 } 1

———— o+ ——++—+———

SRS R A
now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - 0 - dy we raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to
share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the
fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an
important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and
resurrection of Jesus.

“The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my ear to listen as
those who are taught. sThe Lord GOD has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, | did
not turn backward. ¢l gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who
pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. "The Lord GOD
helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and
I know that I shall not be put to shame; she who vindicates me is near. Who will contend
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. °It is
the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
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A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from the second chapter of Philippians.

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on
the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross
becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within
the community of Christ.

sL_et the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, swho, though he was in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human
form, she humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a
cross. °Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, ©°so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, *:and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION . ... All Stand & Sing
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GOSPEL Matthew 27:11-54

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a
new covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify
him recognize him to be the Son of God.

“Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King
of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 1?But when he was accused by the chief priests
and elders, he did not answer. **Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many
accusations they make against you?” *But he gave him no answer, not even to a single
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

> Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd,
anyone whom they wanted. '®At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus
Barabbas. 1'So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” ®For he realized
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. **While he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man,
for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 2°Now the chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus
Killed. 2'The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release
for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” ??Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with
Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 2*Then he
asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be
crucified!”

2450 when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he
took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” ®Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be
on us and on our children!” 26So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus,
he handed him over to be crucified.

2"Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and
they gathered the whole cohort around him. 2They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on
him, 2°and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a
reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” 3They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 3*After
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they

5



led him away to crucify him.

%2As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they
compelled this man to carry his cross. 3*And when they came to a place called Golgotha
(which means Place of a Skull), 3*they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but
when he tasted it, he would not drink it. ®And when they had crucified him, they divided
his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 3then they sat down there and kept watch
over him. 3’Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the
King of the Jews.”

38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his
left. **Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads *°and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of
God, come down from the cross.” #*In the same way the chief priests also, along with the
scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “*“He saved others; he cannot save
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will
believe in him. “*He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, I
am God’s Son.”” *4The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same
way.

*SFrom noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. “6And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” *’When some of
the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” “4At once one of them
ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink. *°But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him.” *Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 1At that moment
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the
rocks were split. >*The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised. S3After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered
the holy city and appeared to many. **Now when the centurion and those with him, who
were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON . e Pastor Micah



HYMN OF THE DAY: O Sacred Head
n

All Stand & Sing
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1 O sa - cred head, now wound -ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How pale thou art with an - guish, with sore a - buse and  scorn;
3 What lan - guage shall 1  bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con - so - la - tion; shield me when I must die;
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how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy - ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but  thine the dead - ly  pain.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for all who die be-liev - ing die safe -ly in thy  love.
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THE APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.

Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that Jesus
Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, and other
ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give us
renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals who
accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside us. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned and
persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them from the hand
of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are incarcerated or
awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with those
feeling isolated, lonely, ill, or fearful. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs,
readers, deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain them in
their leadership as they accompany congregations through this Holy Week. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied your
servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial, that every knee
would bend in praise to you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

ANTHEM HOSaNNa . . . ... .o e Chamber Choir



OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Let the Vineyards

All Stand & Sing
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.
C God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in
faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this
meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of
eternal life. Amen.
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DIALOGUE

Pastor Congregation
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P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. &+
For thine is the kingdom, i
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

All people are welcome at the Lord’s Table to receive Christ’s real presence and grace.
You are invited forward to take a cup and then kneel around the altar as you're able.
You'll receive the bread and eat, then hold your cup to be filled with wine and drink.
You’ll then return to your seat the way you came forward.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Nearer My God to Thee. . ........ Handbell Choir

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray.

C Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the
eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our
neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen.

BLESSING

P God, the giver of love, * Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: Go to Dark Gethsemane

Stand & Sing
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1 Go to dark Geth-sem - a - ne, all who feel the tempt-er’'s pow'r;
2 Fol-low to the judg-menthall, view the Lord of life ar-raigned;
3 Cal-v'ry’smourn-ful moun-tain climb; there, a - dor-ing at his feet,
4 Bar-ly  has - ten to  the tomb where they laid his breath-less clay;
o gL+ : E:_E —
+ > I T . ! ! I >

N

Y

9 ——— e S —
: o — ——¢ "+
- P B E— |=' r s Lo
your Re-deem-er’s con-flict see.  Watch with him one bit - ter hour;
oh, the worm-wood and the gall!  Oh, the pangshis soul sus-tained!
mark that mir - a - cle of time, God’sown sac - ri - fice com-plete.
all is sol - i - tude and gloom. Who has tak -en him a - way?
2 4 h
: —T g ; . g ; "2
7] | |P ! F ! ! | ! | —
0| . .
At — I i I ij H—H1 I i I i I .
W0yY” b | | ’ : AI | |
A S e
turn not from his griefs a-way; learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
Shun not suf-f'ring, shame,or loss; learn from him to bear the cross.
“Tt is fin-ished!” hear him cry; learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Sav -ior, teachus so to rise.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854
Music: GETHSEMANE. Richard Redhead. 1820-1901

SENDING
A Go in peace. Serve in love.
C Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE SpanishHymn .. ........... ... ... i,

* A special thank you to our Lector Ashley Hyman.

This Weeks Schedule:

Sunday, April 2"

9:30 am — Sunday School

9:30 am — Adult Handbells

10:10 am — Church Choir

10:30 am — Palm Sunday Worship
12:00 pm — Church Council Meeting
5:00 pm - HCY

6:00 pm — Church Choir Practice

Thursday, April 6t
7:00 pm — Maundy Thursday Service

Friday, April 7t
7:00 pm — Good Friday Worship Service

Saturday, April 8th
2:00 pm — Easter Egg Hunt

HOLY WEEK

worship schedule
Palm Sunday, April 2nd 10:30AM
Maundy Thursday, April 6th 7:00PM
Good Friday, April 7th 7:00PM
Easter Sunrise Worship, April 9th 7:00AM
Easter Worship, April 9th 10:30AM
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