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T he Fifth Sunc]ag of | ent

WELCOME
PRELUDE: Sometimes Our Only Song isWeeping .. ............... Chamber Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us
in our pilgrimage.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Holy One,
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your
promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our
inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on
us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us
again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.

P Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be
saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love.
In & Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to
live in love.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG:

All Stand & Sing
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872

Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867




GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE . . All Sing
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer

2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert.
Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may
proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 43:16-21
A reading from the forty third chapter of Isaiah.
The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel

from Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new
thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a new Exodus.



®Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
"who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:

18Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
191 am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
2lthe people whom | formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING:
A reading from the third chapter of Philippians.

Philippians 3:4b-14

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give
him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the
overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values.

“bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: Scircumcised on the

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to

righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. 8More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
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knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and |
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 1°l want to know Christ and the power
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. **Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, **I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

P  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL.: John 12:1-8

P The holy gospel according to St. John the twelfth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet
with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love
and an anticipation of his burial.

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was
one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
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nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance of the perfume. “But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about
to betray him), said, *“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the
money given to the poor?” ®(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into

it.) "Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of
my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SE RMOIN . Pastor Micah

HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross . ........... Stand & Sing
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 18321915

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel and
bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the
face of change. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental
catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of
climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working
together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the
nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with
money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of the
human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially
from our prejudices against one another. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his
resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have attained the prize of their
heavenly call. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

ANTHEM This Do In Remembrance OfMe .. ....................... Church Choir

This Do in Remembrance of me; Keep this feast and together we'll be. This Do in
Remembrance of me; Till you come to my kingdom.

This is my body, broken for you, Take and eat in remembrance of me. Broken that you
might rise up from death into a life everlasting.

This is my blood, | shed it for you. Take and drink in remembrance of me. Shed that you
might rise up from death into a life everlasting.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Extravagant God,

C you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come
among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation will be invited forward by rows, starting in the
back, and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You will then return to
your seat where you may briefly remove your mask to eat and drink, and then quickly
replace it. Your cups may be placed in the small receptacle on the aisle side of each pew.

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Letus pray.

C Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the

bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
Amen.

BLESSING
P You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the

journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, - bless you this day and
always.

C Amen

CLOSING HYMN: Beneath The Cross Of Jesus . .. ................ Stand & Sing
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Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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SENDING
P Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: In Death’s Strong Grasp The Savior Lay . ................ J.S. BACH

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One.License #A-724639

** The Flowers are given by Jane Howard for the Glory of God and in memory of Myra
Yount by her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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