Lutheran Churclw of the Holy Com{:ortcr

® 216 N. Main Street ® Belmont, NC 28012 @ Sunday, June 11,2023 @

Lcctionarq 10, Year A

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Prelude In C Major J.S Bach

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. We have hurt our community. We
have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of = Jesus Christ.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Praise to the Lord Almighty All Stand & Sing
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a- dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is mneed - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650—1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



KYRIE

All Sing
0. | .
é{ o e
Lol £
J ‘ *— o
Inpeace, letus pray to the Lord.
0 | <
¥ .52 ] | :
e e
| & — ! ]
A N
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, Ietus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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For vou a - lone are the Ho-ly One, vou a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your
Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Hosea 5:15--6:6
A reading from Hosea, the fifth chapter.

Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to
withdraw from the scene until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God'’s face. The
response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew
burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless
deeds.

151 will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor: ®“Come, let us return to the LORD; for it is he
who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 2After two
days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.
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3Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn;
he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.” “What
shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall | do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a
morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. *Therefore | have hewn them by the
prophets, | have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as
the light. ®For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than
burnt offerings.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25
A reading from Romans, the fourth chapter.

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us,
a right relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled
because God makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist.

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4If it is the adherents
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *°For the law
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

'®For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 'as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. *®Hoping
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according
to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 1°He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2°No distrust
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, 2being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. ?Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 2Now the
words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 2*but for ours also.
It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, ®who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.
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A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the
incurable. Even the dead receive new life.

°As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

9And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were
sitting with him and his disciples. 1*When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” *2But when he
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to
call not the righteous but sinners.”

B\wWhile he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came
in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand
on her, and she will live.” *°And Jesus got up and followed him, with his
disciples. 2°Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for
twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, *for she said to
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herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” ?2Jesus turned, and seeing her he
said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was
made well. ZWhen Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the
crowd making a commotion, 2*he said, “Go away; for the gitl is not dead but sleeping.”
And they laughed at him. 2°But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and
took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 2And the report of this spread throughout that
district.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated
SERMON Pastor Mary Canniff-Kuhn

Silence is Kept for Reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Morning Has Broken All Stand & Sing
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Morm-ing has bro - ken  like the first morn - ing;  black-bird has

2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en, like the first
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the mormn - ing, born of the
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spo - ken like the first bird. Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew - fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet- ness of the wet
one light E-den saw play! Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev-'ry
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morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com-plete - ness where God’s feet pass.
morn - ing, God’s re -cre - a - tion of the new day!
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Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

A brief silence.
We pray, O God, for the church. Unite us with any on the margins, that the whole world
recognizes that your mercy is greater than our human capacity to restrict it. God, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.



We pray, O God, for creation. Tend forests and fields and safeguard all cattle, birds, and
wild animals. Preserve lakes, rivers, and oceans and send rains to water the earth. Revive
lands recovering from natural disasters. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for the nations. Awaken in our leaders compassion for people who have
too often felt forgotten or neglected, and inspire policy solutions that promote equity and
inclusion. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for all who are in need. Accompany anyone enduring chronic illness,
any who suffer in secret, and those grieving a loved one’s death. Send healing for all who
plead for relief from sickness or pain. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray, O God, for the eradication of racial hatred. On this week when we
commemorate the Emanuel Nine, we implore you to cast out the demons of white
supremacy that make us believe lies about ourselves and our neighbors. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks, O God, for Barnabas and all the saints. Renew our faith that you can do
what you have promised and raise us, with all our beloved dead, to new life. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM: O Spirit All-Embracing Church Choir
vsl&?2

Congregation
Vs 3
1 O Spirit all-embracing and counselor all-wise,
unbounded splendor gracing a shoreless sea of skies:
unfailing is your treasure, unfading your reward;
surpassing worldly pleasure, the riches you afford.
Come, stream of endless flowing,
and rescue us from death;
come, wind of springtime blowing,
and warm us by your breath.

2 O Beauty ever blazing in flower, field, and face,
you show yourself amazing in unexpected place.
We see you and remember what once our dreams had been;
you fan the glowing ember and kindle hope within.
Come, fire of glory gracious,
bless all who trust in you;
undying flame tenacious,
burn in your church anew.

3 Come, passion's power holy, your insight here impart,
and give your servants lowly an understanding heart
to know your care more clearly when faith and love are tried,
to seek you more sincerely when false ideals have died:
for vision we implore you,
for wisdom's pure delight;
in prayer we come before you to wait upon your light.

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved
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All Stand & Sing

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: 1. A, Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray.

C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

13



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY All Sing
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name of the Lord Ho -san - mnma in the high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. C: Ul
C Thanks be to God. e déé{
o
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COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

LAMB OF GOD .. .. All Sing
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mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin  of the
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Come, Ye Disconsolate All Sing
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1 Come, ye dis - con - so-late, wher - e’er ye lan - guish;
2 Joy of the des - o-late, light of the stray - ing,
3 Here see the Bread of life; see wa - ters flow - ing
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Here bring your wound - ed hearts, here tell your an - guish;
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P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet
table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is
our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ++ bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age.
C Amen.

17



CLOSING HYMN: Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee All Stand & Sing
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I Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live iIn love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 17701827, adapt.
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SENDING
P Goin peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Trumpet Tune Callahan

*Thank you to our lector, Julia Gunter.
*The altar flowers were given by Shelia Kelly in memory of Alma Hedrick (Shelia’s
mom).

Meet the Dwelling Travelers!
Holy Comforter is excited to send a group of nine students and adults to the Dwelling this
summer! July 23rd to 28th, our group will spend time learning about homelessness while
serving the community of Winston-Salem. We are spotlighting the
travelers over the upcoming weeks.

Hello! My name is Mallory Morton. | am a junior at UNC Charlotte

studying theatre arts education, intending to be a theatre teacher!

I’ve been attending Holy Comforter since the womb and am now the
. nursery attendant. (A big shoutout to all my cool kiddos who come
i hang out with me every week) I love to take walks with my dog,
o “8 read, and thrift. This will be my second time going to The Dwelling,
and knowing what an unforgettable experience it is, | am excited to see our youth learn
new things and thrive like | know they will!

This weeks schedule:
Monday, June 12th

Sunday, June 11th 7:00 pm — Book Club
10:10am — Church Choir

10:30 am — Worship Tuesday, June 13th

12:00 pm — Dwelling Prep Meeting 7:00 pm — Nar-Anon Meeting
4:00 pm — Small Group 1 7:00 pm — Small Group 2

Thursday, June 15th
7:00 pm — Outreach Meeting
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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Tim Canniff-Kuhn, Interim Pastor- email: pastortimck@gmail.com
Micah Kearney, Pastor
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

Renrinted hv nermission tinder One | icense #A-724639
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