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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, July 22, 2018 

 

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney             Greg Cline                                                       

Pastor                                                                        Organist/Choirmaster 

 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE:  Sheep May Safely Graze . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J. S. Bach 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love. 

C   Amen. 

P    Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P    Eternal God our creator, 

C   in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the 

work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts 

and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P    Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his 

sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

GREETING 

P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C     And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Sing 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P      Let us pray. 

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and 

protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the 

justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen.                                 

 

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                 Jeremiah 23:1-6 

A reading from the twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah. 

 

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of 

a shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. 
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth 
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries. 
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promises to gather the flock and to raise up a new king from David’s line to save Israel 

and Judah. 
 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 
2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd 

my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 

have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 
3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 

driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 

multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not 

fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

  5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. 

And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING: Psalm 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Read responsively  

 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me be side still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.   

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
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GOSPEL VERSE                             

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                             Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

P     The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When Jesus sent his disciples out to teach and heal, they ministered among large 

numbers of people. Their work was motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in 

need. 
 

30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He 

said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For 

many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away 

in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw 

them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot 

from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, 

he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because 

they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach 

them many things. 

  53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret 

and moored the boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at 

once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on 

mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or 

farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even 

the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 



8 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Guest Pastor 

 

Silence for Reflection is Kept. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  The King of Love My Shepherd Is . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing  
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Growing in faith and discipleship, we give thanks for God’s merciful compassion as we 

pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God, you are our cornerstone, giving your people a strong foundation of faith. Help us to 

seek meaningful change in the world and lead us to places of rest where you renew us for 

mission. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God, you are our shepherd, leading us to green pastures and still waters for our use and 

pleasure. Renew the face of the earth. Guard the land and seas, the mountains and 

valleys, cultivated farmland and untamed wilderness. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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God, you are our righteousness, proclaiming peace to those who are far off and to those 

who are near. Remove hostility that divides nations. Make us no longer strangers or 

aliens but fellow citizens with all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God, you are our compassion, bringing rest to all who seek treatments and diagnoses and 

are left without answers or energy. Restore the aching souls and bodies of those who seek 

comfort (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God, you are our creativity, creating joy and purpose through all artists in the church: 

composers, writers, visual artists, musicians, poets, and dancers. Open our hearts to 

experience your truth in new and beautiful ways through their work. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God, you are our future, leading us through the valley of the shadow of death and 

preparing a table for us with all of your saints. Let your goodness and mercy follow us 

until we dwell in your house forever. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Gracious God, we lift to you these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, trusting in your 

everlasting love and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  I Will Sing a Song of Mercy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Let the Vineyard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our 

hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE       

P    The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

P     Lift up your hearts. 

C    We lift them to the Lord. 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 

A cordial invitation is extended to all persons to participate in the celebration of the real 

presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  Just As I Am, Without One Plea . . . . . . . .  All Sing 

 
 

 

 

P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A     Let us pray. 

C     Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs 

of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way 

of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P      May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG:  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING 

A     Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Bless Now, O God, The Journey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pelz 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and 
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.  Please 
sign our guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with you.  If 
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of 
God.  
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children 
come to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found 
in the Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for 
children (infants through 3 years old) are in the Education building. Let an 
usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the 
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the 
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please 
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.  
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Marsh & Jill 
Cassel in honor of Tyler’s birthday; and by Carmen & Jim Buell in celebration of their 
anniversary. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them home, 
but please return the containers to the church. 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 

 

http://www.holyc.org/
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Offering and Attendance Report for July 15, 2018: 
Attendance: 85 
 
Budget Report   This Week  Year-to-Date 
Offering       $  3,668.00  $ 149,467.03 
Expenses       $  5,551.17  $ 149,597.70 
Offering less Expenses                 ($  1,883.17)            ($        130.67) 

Expected Budgeted Expenses               $ 156,225.87  

Offering less Budgeted Expenses    ($     6,758.84) 

 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: July 22-28 
Today, Melissa Bocchino 
July 24   Cathleen Allen 
July 26   Brayden Alvarez 
July 26   Emilie Bruchon 
   Gary Clark 
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Billy Joye     GREETER: Jill Cassel 
 
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:    TELLERS:  Fran Holland  
Volunteers              Trudy Whitener          
                
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 1)     CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
Bev & Charles Mauney, Co-Captains   Volunteers           
Carmen De Nicholas     Deb Williams      
      USHERS: Volunteers  
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Volunteers  
 
EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:   NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am) 
Volunteers     Brandy Milton 
     
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Sunday, July 22     Tuesday, July 24 
 9:30 am  Adult Sunday School     7:00 pm   Nar-Anon  
10:10 am   Church Choir    
10:30 am   The Service w/Holy Communion 
                  Welcome Back Cookout Lunch for Youth Gathering folks 
                  who will share their trip experiences. 
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Dates of VBS are July 29-August 2 

Contact Beka at rforst@holyc.org to register. 

 

 
 
 
 
               

 &  
 

Mac N’ Cheese                  Instant Potatoes 
 

BCO July Items of the Month: 
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Welcome to Dr. Timothy McKenzie, a former ELCA missionary to Japan who 
taught Historical Theology at Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tokyo for 
14 years. Originally from Chicago, IL, Tim and his wife Mari have been returning 
to North Carolina for many years.

 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
 

Cathleen Allen 
Carmen Buell 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Becke Featherstone 
Zac Hullander 

Jo Irwin 
Ben Moose 
Holly Peche 
Sherry Perry 
Pat Roberson 

Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Beverly Reynolds 
Jerri Wesson

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Jim Barbee 
Bobbie Bingham 
Amy Beale Blythe 
Doug Brewer 
Karen de la Vega 
Carol Fox 

Larry “Poss” Garrett 
Brandi Hager 
Ruth Lail 
Jennifer Lineberger 
Clarence McLain 
Ray McNeely 

Anne Murdy 
Tommy Smith 
Brody Thornburg 
Dennis Yates

OUR SERVICEMEN 
 

               Beau Carroll      Tom Kasmer      Leo Kasmer      Colton Parker 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 

please inform the church office. 
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org.  
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday  8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 

Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MicahKearney@gmail.com 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 

 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

