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¢ 216 N. Main Street @ PBelmont, NC 28012 @ Sunday, July 2, 2025 e

51:}1 Sunclag after Fentccost

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE:

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. We have hurt our community. We
have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of = Jesus Christ.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: As We Gather at Your Table All Stand & Sing
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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C Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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C Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE All Sing
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SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9
A reading from Jeremiah, the twenty-eighth chapter.

Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations
should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of
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Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed
until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet
Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the LoRD; ®and the prophet Jeremiah
said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LorD fulfill the words that you have
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of

the LORD, and all the exiles. "But listen now to this word that | speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. °As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23
A reading from Romans, the sixth chapter.

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s
final payoff'is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently
under God'’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. ®No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present
your members to God as instruments of righteousness. *For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

Bwhat then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! 1*Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? *’But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which
you were entrusted, *8and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. 1°1 am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For
just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
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iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

20\When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 2!So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION All Stand & Sing
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le -1lu - ia. Al-le - Iu - 1a.
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Al-le -lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia.
GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and
support their ministry.

'God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” *He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
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offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went
to the place in the distance that God had shown him. “On the third day Abraham looked
up and saw the place far away. >Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with
the donkey; the boy and | will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come
back to you.” 8Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac,
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. "Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.”
He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” 8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my
son.” So the two of them walked on together.

®When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there
and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of
the wood. °Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. *!But
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And
he said, “Here I am.”*?[The angel] said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything
to him; for now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from me.”**And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its
horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his
son. ¥*So Abraham called that place “The LORD will provide™; as it is said to this day,
“On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
SERMON Pastor Micah

Silence is Kept for Reflection.



HYMN OF THE DAY: All Are Welcome All Stand & Sing
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I Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

A brief silence.
We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst who cast
a vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom society rejects.
For resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for creation. For all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. For lands experiencing
scorching heat, drought, or wildfires. For conservation organizations and environmental
activists. For scientists working on clean energy solutions. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for this nation and all nations. For presidents, governors, and legislators. For
judges, juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For military personnel. For those
who are incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that promote the common good. God,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking asylum.
For victims of harassment, torture, or abuse. For those who are ill. For any near death and
for all who grieve. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their
flourishing at summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for them
including parents and grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; coaches, counselors,
and mentors; pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all the saints and prophets who have received the free gift of God,
which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble service inspire us
in faith. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM AND RESPONSE: God, Bless the Hands
Church Choir Sings 1 & 2
Congregation Stands and Sings 3
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1 God, bless the hands stretched out in love throughfloods be - low and
2 Bring com - fort to the hearts that mourn, left bro - ken, emp-tied
30 God, ourstrength and ref - uge sure, our hope while storms of
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raise  our hands. Save us, we pray, from sink - ing sands.
air, and lands as ho - ly work for hu - man hands.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
11 Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
Text © 2019 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com, All rights reserved.



OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.
C Thanks be to God.

Cony
s e
COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

LAMB OF GOD .. ..o e e All Sing
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, granl us  peace.
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
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1 Where cross the crowd-ed ways of life, where sound the
2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The cup of wa - ter givvn  for you still holds  the
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lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - Tow’s  stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil.
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion in your face.
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5 O Master, from the mountainside
make haste to heal these hearts of pain;

among these restless throngs abide;

oh, tread the city’s streets again;

6 Till all the world shall learn your love,
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and follow where your feet have trod;
till glorious from your heav’n above
shall come the city of our God.

All Sing



P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Gracious God,

C We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the
one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

BLESSING

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: Now Thank We All Our God
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1 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,
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Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586—1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878

Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
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SENDING
P Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Menuet Gothique Boellmann

*Thank you to our lector, William Charnock.
* The altar flowers were given by Gine Rhyne for Luther Rhyne’s 10" birthday and in
memory of his great grand mother, Addie Mae Rhyne’s birthday.

This Weeks Schedule:

Sunday, July 2nd

10:10 am — Church Choir

10:30 am — Worship w/ Holy Communion

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639
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l@@ Holy Comforter

|

""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."
Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor — email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager
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