Lutheran Churclw of the Holy Com{:ortcr

¢ 216 N. Main Street ® PBelmont, NC 28012 @ Sunday, July 30,2025 e

9tl1 5unday after Fcntccost

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Trumpet Rondo Ashdown

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. We have hurt our community. We
have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of = Jesus Christ.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Gather Us In All Stand & Sing
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys -try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
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call us a - new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the

Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the

Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire .. of love in our flesh and our bone.

“Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER U$ IN, Marty Haugen
2 Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638, ww. giamusic.com. 8004423358,
Al rights reserved. Used by permission.



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the lLord
0. .
2 | 5 ; -
!;!‘ F b i i 1 1
S | .=' L
C M T e
Lord, have mer - cY.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,



All Sing

0 .
A5  — —
let us pray  to the Lord.
0 ! ;
¥ ¥ I I 1
¥ 4% bv‘ 1 I I P Y I i
| Fan) i ! - - [ A P
MY P o ! i g
v e ' I
Lord, have mer - cv.
0 | .
¥y | 1 il
F 4. I i I
o — i—"——.l o
7 ’ O
Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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Lord Je-sus Christ,

on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re-ceive our prayer.

For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
9 e .

you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,

in the glo - 1y of God the Fa - ther. A - men.

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from First Kings, the third chapter.



Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave
him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what
I should give you.” ®And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to
your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ‘And now,
O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?”

191t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. *!God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 121 now do
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39
A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter.

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us
and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in
Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible
divine love.

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 2’And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

Z8\We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. 2*For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. *°And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he
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also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

$1\What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 3He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? 3*Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. **Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. **Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? %As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” 3'No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, ¥nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION All Stand & Sing
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.
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31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;®?it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.” **He told them another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of
flour until all of it was leavened.” **“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field. *“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; *®on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought
it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; “®when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. “°So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous *°and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

S1“Have you understood all this?”” They answered, “Yes.” >And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus, Priceless Treasure All Stand & Sing
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, source of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In thine arm I rest me; foes who would mo - lest me
3 Hence, all fears and sad - ness, for the Lord of glad - ness,
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Je - sus, en - ters in. God, who dear-ly loves wus, from all tri - al
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faint - ed, thirst-ing, Lord, for thee! Thine I am, O spot - less Lamb;
quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear. Light-nings flash and thun - ders crash;
saves us, gives sweet peace with-in. I have borne this world - ly scorn;
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no - thing in this world can hide thee, naught I ask be-side thee.
yet, though sin and hell as-sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
still in thee lies pur - est plea - sure: Je - sus, price-less trea - sure!
N TS MELNE FREUDE. o Crigo 5061662
APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.



Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip rostered and
lay ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus. Form confirmands and catechumens into disciples. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the environment, clean
polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the tiny mustard seed, and send
advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability to
discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect those facing
danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns and neighborhoods. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, shelter any
who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal the sick. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those absent
from our assembly. Grant safety to travelers and refreshment and safety for children
attending summer camps or community programs. Give direction to any experiencing life
transitions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. Inspire us by
their witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with your grace. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom

Choir Vs 1&2
Congregation Vs 3
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I Earthis full of wit and wis - dom, sound-ing God’s de - light-ed laugh,
2 Earthis full of wit and wis-dom, wo - ven in - to har - mo - ny.
3 Earthis full of wit and wis - dom: pen - guin, pla - ty - pus, and snail,
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tree - top - tall gi - raffe.
Ev - ’'ry crea-ture has a
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In this great and strangecre - a - tion, with a breath God gives us  Dbirth:
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as they join the ring-ing cho-rus: ech - oes of our Mak - er’s voice.
live with-in a sin-gle fab-ric: cloth that on -ly God could make.
born of soil to live as stew - ards, called to love and serve the earth.
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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g. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY All Sing

|
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name of the Lord Ho -san - mnma in the high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

C Thanks be to God.

Cony
s e
COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

LAMB OF GOD .. ..o All Sing
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, granl us  peace.
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken All Sing
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1 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken by the
2 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken in a
3 Loaves are bro - ken, words are spo - ken, as in
4 By the loaves  you break and give us, send us
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qui - et room one night. In the bread and wine you
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in your name to share bread for which the mil - lions
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heav - en, was their food for - ev - er -  more.
gave them, Christ, you came as Light from Light.
a - ges: “I am with you; do not fear!”
hun - ger, words that tell your love and care.
Refrain
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peo - ple. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved,

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Gracious God,
C We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the
one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed +F bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age.

C Amen.

CLOSII{\)IG HYMN: In Thee Is Gladness

All Stand & Sing
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pin - ing to see thy shin - ing, dy -ing or liv - ing,
glad - ness, tri-umph o’er sad - ness, love him and praise  him
0 . .
)" A I | I T n 4 }
I I N T I I I I
T R e e ———— — ] — |
| ] ] | o o=
1 | | | | ~ .
to thee are cleav-ing; naught can us sev - er: Al-le - 1lu - ia!
and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622

SENDING
P Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Come Thou Almighty King
*Thank you to our lector, William Charnock.
This Weeks Schedule:

Sunday, July 30th

10:10 am — Church Choir
10:30 am — Worship
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Italian Hymn
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l&@ Holy Comforter

I

""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."
Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give
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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street ~ Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor — email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager
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