Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter

P.O. Box 666 e 216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, August 3, 2014

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
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Greg Cline
Organist/Choirmaster

Micah Kearney
Pastor

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: ChoralebasedonPsalm23......... ... .. ... .. .. . iiio... Wagner

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

C Amen.

P In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P God our strength,
C we confess that we are captive to the power of sin that dwells within us. We put
ourselves first and others last. What we think will make us happy leaves us longing
for more. Even when we want to do what is good, we find ourselves doing the
opposite. Rescue us from death’s grip on our lives, and raise us up day by day, that
we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus. Amen.
P Sisters and brothers, all have fallen short of the glory of God; therefore we are
justified by God's grace as a gift. Nothing can separate us from the love of God in +
Christ Jesus, in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.
C Amen.


http://members.sundaysandseasons.com/reflibrary_browse.php?atom_id=36475

GATHERING SONG: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

All Stand & Sing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to  sing thy grace;
2 Here I raise my FEb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help Tve come™;
3 Oh, o grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and 1 hope, by thy good pla-sure, safe-ly to  ar - zive at  home.
let that grace now like a  Tet - ter bind my wan-d'ring heart to  thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus  sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, 1 feel if; prone to  leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in- ter - posed his pre-cious blood.

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal #t  for thy courts a - bove.
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Music: NETTLETON, 1 Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Pare 11, 1813
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GREETING

P Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be
with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Letus pray.
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation
with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit,
and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C Amen.

The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon.
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nursery.

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-5
A reading from the fifth-fifth chapter of Isaiah.

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also
promises to make an everlasting covenant with all the people, with promises that
previously had been limited to the line of kings. As David was a witness to the nations,
these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;



and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
*Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
*See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
*See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 9:1-5
A reading from the ninth chapter of Romans.

This begins a new section in Paul's letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in
God's saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel's heritage and legacy include
being God's children, having God's covenants, being given God's law, participating in
worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

I am speaking the truth in Christ — I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the
Holy Spirit — 21 have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For | could wish
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my
kindred according to the flesh. “They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; °to them
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is
over all, God blessed forever. Amen.



A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion
for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform
one of his greatest miracles.

BNow when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.
“When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured
their sick. *When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” **Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you
give them something to eat." *'They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and
two fish." **And he said, "Bring them here to me.” *Then he ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them
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to the crowds. *And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the
broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 2And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON ... Pastor Micah
HYMN OF THE DAY: You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ............ All Stand & Sing
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1 As when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - i - tade
3 Is  mnot the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?
4 The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:
5 You giveyour-self to us, O Lord; then self-less let wus be,
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that  you should count us  wor-thy, Lord, to  share this heav'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, onc loaf, de-clare our one - ness in  the Lord?
whom ail the world can - not con-tain comes in  our heatts o dwell.
to  serve each oth - er  in your pame in truth and char - i - ty.

Text: Omer Westeadosf, 1916-1997
Music: BICENTENNIAL, Robert E. Kreuiz, 19221696
Fext and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadeiphin.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* catholic with a small “c” refers to the whole Christian church throughout the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying for the
church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

A brief silence.
Incline your ear and come to us, gracious and merciful God. Raise up among our
congregations strong leaders to guide mission work, so that everyone who hungers is fed.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The earth flourishes in your steadfast love and care. Open your hand to satisfy the desire
of every living thing, and have compassion over all that you have made. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

In this war-torn world, the thirst for justice and peace is never quenched. We pray for
those who live under tyranny. Watch over them and be near to all who call upon your
name. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

When we are falling, hold us up; when we are bowed down with grief or loneliness, raise
us up; when we are hungry, fill us; when we are sick, heal us. We remember (especially).
Lord, in your mercy,



hear our prayer.

Accompany all those experiencing life transitions: those pursuing new studies; those who
are retiring; and those moving to new communities. Give them the courage to embrace
change and flourish in their new roles. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With gratitude for their loving witness and faith-filled lives, we remember those who
have died. Receive the praise of all those who call upon your name. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

The assembly is seated.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Swing Low, Sweet Chariot................... All Sing
Refrain:  Swing low, sweet chariot,

Coming for to carry me home

Swing low, sweet chariot,

Coming for to carry me home.

I looked over Jordan, and what did | see
Coming for to carry me home?

A band of angels coming after me
Coming for to carry me home. Refrain

If you get there before I do
Coming for to carry me home
Tell all my friends I’'m coming too
Coming for to carry me home. Refrain
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Let the Vineyards

.................. All Stand & Sing
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous

hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE Presider Congregation
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Blessed are all who

are called to the supper of the Lamb.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

A cordial invitation is extended to all persons to participate in the celebration of the real
presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Break Now the Bread of Life
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Mustc: BREADOF LIFE, William I Sherwia, 18261883
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P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C We thank you, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have fed us in a way our
hearts can understand, with the saving body and blood of Jesus Christ. Enliven us
by your presence in this meal, that we may be your presence in the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

P May God the sower make you good and fertile soil. May Christ the seed bloom and
grow in your words and actions. May the fruitful Spirit bring forth a bountiful yield in
your lives. God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
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SENDING SONG: O God, Beyond All Praising .. ............... All Stand & Sing
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Text: Michael Perry, 1642-1996
Music: THAXTED, Gusiav Holst, 18741934
Text @ 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Steeam, 11, 60188, All rights reserved, Used by permission,

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Eighth Sunday after
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please
sign our guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.

CHILDREN are welcome in worship. Jesus said, "let the children come to me!" Parents
are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for older toddlers
through early elementary age. A nursery for children (infants through 3 years old) is
located in the Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance finding it.

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.

PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer list, please fill
out a form from the prayer book or online at www.holyc.org.

THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Rebecca
Yount, Luke & Alec Via to thank God for Mark’s birthday.

Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use containers to take them home,
but please return the containers to the church. Greg Byrum, Worship & Music

Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, July 27, 2014:
Attendance: 10:30 Service, 160

Ordination Service, 241

Total for the day: 401

Budget Report July 27, 2014
Current Offering Received 7/27/14 $ 2,228.06
Weekly Budgeted Expenses $ 4,504.60
Offering, Year-To-Date $120,712.30
Offering less Actual Expenses Incurred, Year-To-Date $ 1,916.23
Offering less Budgeted Expenses, Year-To-Date ($ 13,771.49)
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ASSISTING MINISTERS:
LECTOR: Billy Joye, Jr. NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)
Need Volunteers
ACOLYTES: Garrett Carpenter,
Garrett Fox TELLERS: John Koehler,
Sherry Alexander
CRUCIFERS: Noah Rogers, Molly Koehler
USHERS: Need Volunteers
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 1)

Bev Mauney, Co-Captain COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Team B
Brad Milton, Co-Captain Fran Holland, Charles Mauney +
Carmen De Nicholas  Charles Mauney 2 Volunteers

Brandy Milton

GREETER: Monique Estelle
EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:
Shelia & Tim Kelly

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:

Today, Sunday, Auqust 3 Tuesday, August 5
9:30 am Adult Sunday School 7:00 pm Nar-Anon

10:10 am Choir meets in choir room

10:30 am The Service w/Holy Communion

8:00 pm Nar-Anon
[ p " ”‘r e
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: August 3-9 ‘f H 'P'PS
Today, August 3 Joy Robinson August 6 Eric Carpenter * B’
August 4 Mark Yount Justin Koehler i
Stan Lahr

NOTE: The offering received during the ordination/installation service on July 27 will be
divided equally between the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary and the
Belmont Community Organization.

Congratulations to Amy ¢ Nick Alvarez
On the birth of their son
Brayden Alvarez
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PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Amy Alvarez
Louise Austin
Scott Caldwell
Virginia Crump
Brenda Dabrowski

Harriett Ange
Kathy Beam
Dale Burris
Ronnie Hagy
Brian Hedrick
Kathy Helton
Betty Fox
Claudia Frazier
Donald Freeman
Ronnie Hersey
Judy Jackson
Dennis Jordan
Wesley Jordan & Family

Matt Cisek

Jason Gardner

Daniel Dowd
Cher Grant
Ferrie Hedrick
Kay Holden
Richard Holden

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Betty Kannapel
Marshall Kinley

Becky Knick

Alice Langley

Laura Lanuto & Family
Pierce Lee

Peggy McKenney & Family
Carolyn Moss

Grady Nichols

Sandra Nix

Jean Peters

Leland “Lee” Peterson
Scott Phillips

OUR SERVICEMEN

T

Dillon Kasmer ’/

Zac Hullander

John Kreitzer

Mabel Ratchford
Mark Reese

Bob Williams Family

Steve Pletsas
Taylor Propst & Family
David Prouty

Mara Rappleyea
Earl Riedley

Steve Sanford
Megan Sigler
Ramona J. Sinclair
Jimmy Surratt
Beverly F. Wall
Gloria Ward

Bryan Wayburn

Jeremy Shaver

OUR MISSIONARIES
Austin & Tanya Propst (Young Adults in Global Mission)

Please remember these people in your prayers.
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, please let Trudy Whitener know or tell
Dianne in the church office.

The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org.
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Blast Off VBS Take TWO! Here is the revised VBS Plan: We will have VBS on two
Sunday afternoons in August...August 10 and August 17. We will meet from 2:30-
4:30ish each of these afternoons. Rally Day for the new Sunday School year will be on
Sunday, August 24 and we will use some of the closing activities from VBS to begin the
Rally Day activities.

| need teacher and helpers for each afternoon of VBS...| need story tellers, craft leaders,
game players and small group helpers. In addition, | need help with the opening and
closing for each Sunday. Please contact me ASAP if you are willing to help. So far,
Sherry Alexander has volunteered to work with the preschool group and Molly Caldwell
has agreed to be a helper. Contact me via email at revbethbreittain@gmail.com or by
phone 704-956-1203.

The leaders’ meeting on Sunday, August 3 during the Sunday School hour in the parlor.
Thanks for your prayerful consideration of this part of Children’s ministry.

Beth Brittain, Christian Education

Heather Mauney Yount Memorial Playground Project

The playground, built on our church grounds, will be a commercial structure designed for 2-12
year-olds. Over 2/3 of the $36,000 cost has already been raised by the generous contributions
from family, congregation members at the time of Heather’s passing and anonymous donors.

We need your help to raise the $12,500 in order to complete this project.
Please join us in making the playground a reality by indication on your check memo line or
offering envelope: Playground Project.

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
P.O.Box 666 Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483  holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
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Worship in Whisnant Chapel at 10:30 am
8:00 am Depart from Holy Comforter

Covered Dish Luncheon at Lakeside Lodge.
Please bring covered dishes to feed your family and others.

There will be NO Sunday School for the children on this Sunday.
There WILL be Worship Service at Holy Comforter
(for those who cannot attend at Lutheridge).
All afternoon church meetings cancelled.

Come, let us Worship together on this
Church Family Day!
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