Lutheran C[‘IUI’CI‘I of the Holy Comfortcr

e 216 N. Main Street ® Belmont, NC 28012 o Sunc{ag, November 6, 2022 ®

All Saints 5undag
Wc remember: Ann Fcathcrstonc, Billg Jogc, Jr. and other beloved
saints whojoincd the church triumphant.

WELCOME/GATHERING

PRELUDE: Welcome Table Chamber Choir
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose
steadfast love endures forever.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have
ignored voices that call for your justice. We have neglected actions that witness to
your righteousness. We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved
community. We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. For the sake
of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live
in newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. Amen.

P Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and restores us to life
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, | declare to you the
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: For All the Saints All Stand & Sing
Women sing vs. 2, Men vs. 3
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1 For all the saints who from their la - bors rest,
2 You were their rock, their for - tress, and their  might;
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your name, O Je - sus, be for - ev - er blest.
you, in the dark - ness drear, their one true light.
and win with them the vic - tor’s crown of gold.
the King of glo - ry pass -es  on his way.
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4 Oh, blest com - mu - nion, fel - low-ship di - vine,
5 And when the strife is fierce, the war - fare long,
6 The gold - en eve - ning bright-ens in the  west;
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Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: SINE NOMINE, R. Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958




GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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THIS IS THE FEAST All Sing

Refrain
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P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in
lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for
those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Daniel 7:1-3,15-18
A reading from the seventh chapter of Daniel.

The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE, when the Syrian king
Antiochus Epiphanes was severely persecuting the Jews. Daniel’s vision of the four



beasts proclaims that human kings will come and go, but the kingdom will ultimately
belong to God and to God’s people.

LIn the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his
head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 2, Daniel, saw in my vision by
night the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, and four great beasts came up
out of the sea, different from one another.

15As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head
terrified me. 61 approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this.
So he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 1’“As for these
four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. ®But the holy ones of the Most
High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.”

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:11-23
A reading from Ephesians, the first chapter.

After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, the writer of this letter prays that they
might understand the wisdom, hope, and power of God that is embodied in Jesus Christ.

11n Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, *2so that
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. *In
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; “this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his

glory.

151 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason °I do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my
prayers. 1’1 pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you
a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, *8so that, with the eyes of
your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, °and what is the
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immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his
great power. 2°God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 2'far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the
head over all things for the church, Zwhich is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in
all.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE All Stand & Sing
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL Luke 6:20-31
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

In echoes of the prophet Isaiak and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising
things about who enjoys blessing and who endures woe. He invites his disciples to
shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and
outsiders.

20Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.



21Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. ZRejoice in that day and leap for joy, for
surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
24“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
Z“Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
2“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets.
2l“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 2°If anyone strikes you
on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not
withhold even your shirt. *°Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 3'Do to others as you would have them do to

2

you.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.



HYMN OF THE DAY:: For All Your Saints, O Lord All Stand & Sing
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Text: Richard Mant, 1776-1848, alt.
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.
Holy One, your church rests on the faithful who came before us. Give bishops, pastors,
deacons, and lay leaders the will to carry the church forward and discern your will for the
future. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for places ravaged by
natural disasters (especially). Quell raging fires and halt destruction caused by flooding.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in them a passion to care for
others, a desire to seek the common good, and the courage to love their enemies. Lord, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide food, housing, and
security to all who are vulnerable or in crisis. May those who have more than enough
give generously. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of abundant
hospitality and intentional inclusion among us, welcoming the gifts of adults and
children. Inspire creative visions for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have died. Especially today we
remember Billy Joye, Ann Featherstone, and all our beloved friends and family whom we
grieve today. Wipe away our tears and comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in
you. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
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Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ,

our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Gather At The River

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Let The Vineyards Be Fruitful

Church Choir

All Stand & Sing
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you
have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to
those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.
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C Thanks be to God. Communion
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COMMUNION

For communion, you will come up the aisle, take a cup at the front pew, and then follow
the line around the altar rail. You’ll kneel if able, then receive the bread and eat. The

wine will be poured into your cup as you hold it, and you may drink it then. Everyone will
be dismissed together and you’ll walk back to your pew the way came.

All Sing

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: | Am The Bread of Life
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, RsM, b. 1927, based on John 6
Music: I AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, RsSM

Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C  We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of
heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world
and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive

in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, *+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In

All Stand & Sing

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WHEN THE SAINTS, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version
Arr, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

SENDING
P Goin peace. Be a blessing in the world
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: God of Grace
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

*Special thanks to our Lector, Jan Buell.
**The altar flowers were given by Bob and Pat Koehler to glorify God and to honor their
grandchildren.

This Week's Schedule:

e Sunday, November 6th
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:05 am - Chamber Choir in balcony
10:10 am - Church Choir in balcony
10:30 am - Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 pm - HCY
5:00 pm - Handbell practice
6:00 pm - Choir practice

e Tuesday, November 8th
7:00 pm - Small Group 2

e Wednesday, November 9th
4:00 pm - Faith Formation Video
5:30 pm - Unfailing Light Handbells
6:45 pm - Women's Bible Study
7:00 pm - Chamber Choir

e Thursday, November 10th
10:30 am - Prime Timers Bible Study
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@@ Holy Comforter

""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
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