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 Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
● 216 N. Main Street ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, January 7th, 2024 ● 

Baptism of Our Lord 

 
WELCOME/GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE: Bright and Glorious Is the Sky                         Danish Melody 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. 

C    Amen. 

P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P    God, our rock and refuge, 

C    we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always 

loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not 

always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 

P    The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 

C    Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: As with Gladness Men of Old                             All Stand & Sing 

 
 

 

GREETING 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you.  
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GLORIA                                                                                   All Sing  
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SALUTATION 

P    The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P    Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 

Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C    Amen.  
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  

We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s 

church. 

 

FIRST READING                                                                             Genesis 1:1-5 

A reading from Genesis, the first chapter. 

 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar 

story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It 

remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 

face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God 

saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called 

the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                  Acts 19:1-7 

A reading from Acts, the nineteenth chapter. 

 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but 

had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes 

them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there 

is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, 

“Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 

the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing 

this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on 

them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      All Stand & Sing 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                               Mark 1:4-11 

 

P    The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the 

Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 

his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 

his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.”9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON                                                                                       Pastor Micah 

Silence is Kept for Reflection. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: This is the Spirit’s Entry Now            All Stand & Sing     

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of forgiveness. Uplift 

leaders to share the truth of your word in community. Encourage us to live into the 

promises of baptism, working for justice and peace in all the world. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore the rivers in which your 

children are baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the stewards and caretakers 

of the land to cherish your good works. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country and community. Raise 

up leaders committed to equity and healing. Grant them discernment and compassion as 

they lead in love. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength. Accompany those 

separated from family or hurting from broken relationships. Shelter our unhoused 

neighbors and any experiencing poverty. Protect those incarcerated in prisons and 

detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. Guide us in 

accompanying, learning from, and serving our neighbors on the margins, following the 

example of Jesus. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who have died and rest in 

God’s care. Give hope to those who grieve even as we rest in your eternal promise of 

resurrection. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 

our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM: We Three Kings             Chamber Choir 

                

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Arise, Your Light Has Come!           All Stand & Sing 

 
 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup 

you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow 

your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
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DIALOGUE                   Pastor                                       Congregation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor 

 

 

 

 

Cong. 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                             All Sing 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 

All people are welcome at the Lord’s Table to receive Christ’s real presence and grace. 

You are invited forward to take a cup and then kneel around the altar as you’re able. 

You’ll receive the bread and eat, then hold your cup to be filled with wine and drink. 

You’ll then return to your seat the way you came forward. 

 

LAMB OF GOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .All Sing  
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Wade in the Water                         All Sing 

 
 

 

 

P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A     Gracious God, 

C     Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise 

us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P     God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

C    Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: God, Whose Almighty Word                              All Stand & Sing

 
 

 

SENDING 

P     Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE: Festal Fanfare from Fourth Concerto            J.S. Bach 

 
*Thank you to our lector, Julia Gunter and Soloist Greg Byrum.  

 

This Weeks Schedule: 

Sunday, January 7th      

9:30 am – Sunday School 

10:10 am – Church Choir 

10:30 am – Worship Service 

4:00 pm – Dwelling Interest Meeting 

5:00 pm – Adult Handbells 

5:00 pm – HCY 

6:00 pm – Church Choir 

 

Tuesday, January 9th      

7:00 pm – Nar-Anon Meeting 

7:00 pm – Small Group 2 

7:00 pm – Youth Gathering Meeting 

 

Wednesday, January 10th      

7:00 pm – Chamber Choir 
 

Thursday, January 11th      

10:30 am – Prime Timers 
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"Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving 

Belmont and beyond." 

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

Micah Kearney, Pastor – email: mkearney@holyc.org 

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager 
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