Lutheran C[‘lurcl'a of the Holg Comforter

216 N Maiﬂ Street L] Behﬂont, NC 28012 @ Sundag, August 7tl’1, 2022 @

Ninth 5unda3 after Pentecost

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Larkin

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,- one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Merciful God,
C we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us
again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.

P Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in
granting pardon and mercy. In the name of - Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You
are free to love as God loves.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

All Stand & Sing
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I God, who stretched the span - gled heav - ens in - fi - nite in time and place,

2 We have ven -tured worlds un - dreamed of since the child-hood of our race:
3 As each far ho - - zon beck - ons, may it chal-lenge us a - new:
N ,
4 Il Il | | — 1 1 | | Il
" — ——T ' — ' I p——t ' & 4 |
WH_Q —+——F ——— o

flung the suns in burn-ing ra - diance through the si-lent fields of

space:
known the ec-sta -sy of wing-ing  through un - trav-eled realms of space;
chil - dren of cre - a - tive pur - pose, serv - ing oth-ers, hon-’ring you.
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we, your chil - dren in your like-ness, share in-ven -tive pow’rs with you;
probed the se - crets of the at- om, yield-ing un-1 - mag - ined pow’r,
May our dreams prove rich with prom-ise; each en-deav-or well be - gun;
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great Cre - a - tor, still cre - at - ing, showus what we yet may do.

fac - ing wus with life’s de - struc-tion or

our most tri - um-phant hour.
great Cre - a - tor, give us  guid - ance till

our goals and yours are one.

Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927
Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord
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SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our
hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you
appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6
A reading from the fifteenth chapter of Genesis.

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that
his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and
through this faith he is considered righteous.

IAfter these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said,

“O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” *But the word of the Lord came to him, “This
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man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” °He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 8And he believed

the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
A reading from the eleventh chapter of Hebrews.

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age.
Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to
receive the promise of God.

INow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not

seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. *By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that
are not visible.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. °By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. °For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. !By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was
barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. **Therefore from one
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

BAII of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, “for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. °If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. *But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL VERSE All Stand & Sing
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.
GOSPEL Luke 12:32-40
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God'’s reign. Instead
of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive
from God and to give to others.
[Jesus said:] *2“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. *3Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. 3*For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

%«Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him
as soon as he comes and knocks. *'Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and
he will come and serve them. *If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn,
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

39«But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. “°You also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.
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HYMN OF THE DAY : Blessed Assurance

All Stand & Sing
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,

3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is

at rest;
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watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry,

this is my

song, prais-ing my Sav - ior

all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my

song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908




APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your
Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and
uncertainty. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly
home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be
good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn
by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and
justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your
steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you
(especially). Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way
of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministry partners of this congregation and all who care
for those in need. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they
placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Build a Longer Table Church Choir
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE Create In Me

All Stand And Sing
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the
good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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DIALOGUE Presider Congregation

0
)" 1T
A o
%&‘_,_H_._L,_G_
- T—‘_!_T——‘—Q o
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
04
Mo BL
&t — ;
o [ u\\_ﬂf’ i — UJ
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
) i
P fvt
—*— L 4 —*——o
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God
0 4
c B
ki
% e S . c\w,o
It is  right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
) .
A+ : E ] i : ; T i ] 7
[ (4 3 1 & I I : I I ! 1 2
R e e e
Ho - iy, ho - 1y, ho - iy  Lord, God  of
) |
7 0 I 7O I S I N O S S IOV
Ft S e |
pow-er and might, heav-en and ecarth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-
0y
o = ] —— | T i ] 1 ! ] !
:@ﬁzs;"“;'aw”'g’e’a' g
san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is  he  who comes in the
n u i ] Ea ] 1
)4 ? I | P i Py I L | ! I 1
=== s === S=st
name of the Lord Ho -san - pma in the high - est

12

All Sing



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

C Thanks be to God.

HOIV@

Communion

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

LAMB OF GOD All Sing
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COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION How Great Thou Art All Sing
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When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me

W=

: | ! T . T . A i i ] I
. : D ' ——— I ——"— :
% o s J—‘—‘Lb jﬁ
all  the works thy hand hath made, 1 see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain

die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
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Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989

Music: O STORE GUD, Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine
Text and music © 1953 S. K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road,
Pacific City OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us
with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

15



Stand & Sing

CLOSING HYMN: Immortal, Invisible
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2 Un rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry;  thou dwell -est  in light;
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
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BLESSING

P The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.

C Amen.

SENDING
P Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Church of God, Elect and Glorious Costello

*QOur altar flowers today are given in thanksgiving for Mark Yount by his family, and in
thanksgiving for family by Katie Howard.*

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639
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""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond.™

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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