Lutheran C[‘lurcl'a of the Holg Comforter

e 216 N. Main Street ® Belmont, NC 28012 e 5unclag, Julﬁ ioth, 2022 e

5th 5unda3 after Fcntccost

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: The Heaven's Are Telling (from, "The Creation") Haydn

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,- one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us
again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.

P Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in
granting pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You
are free to love as God loves.

C Amen.



0N
J I

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be- fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the
cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 30:9-14
A reading from the thirtieth chapter of Deuteronomy.

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant
God made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for
obedience. God’s commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the
people’s hearts.

The LorD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For
the LoRD will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering
your ancestors, *°when you obey the LoRD your God by observing his commandments
and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul.

USurely, this commandment that | am commanding you today is not too hard for you,
nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to
heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” *Neither is it
beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us,
and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 1*No, the word is very near to
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Colossians 1:1-14
A reading from the first chapter of Colossians.

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings.
The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that
mark this community, including a prayer for strength and courage.
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2T0 the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, “for
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the
saints, °because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before
in the word of the truth, the gospel ®that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and
growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day
you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. "This you learned from Epaphras,
our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8and he has
made known to us your love in the Spirit.

°For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding, *°so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him,
as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 1*May
you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully *2giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. **He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, 4in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE . . ... All Stand & Sing
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GOSPEL Luke 10:25-37

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. He
tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while
the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy.

ZJust then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” ?®He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read
there?” 2'He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself.” 2 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.”

2%But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”” *Jesus
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 3'Now by
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the
other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. **But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him,
he was moved with pity. **He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. *The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said,
‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you
spend.” **Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of the robbers?” 3'He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him,
“Go and do likewise.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON ... Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor -ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
free - dom; still

in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor - ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur-dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con - se - crat - ing

stir-ring  us

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

to

to your pur - pose
by your Spir - it send your pow - er

i ar - dent ser - vice, your
that your ser - vants, Lord, in

ev -ty gift which you im - part.
to our world to make it whole.
a - bun-dant life to share.

free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © Oxford University Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

Good and gracious God, you have placed your word of love in the heart of your church.
Fill your church with compassion, that we bear the fruit of your healing mercy to a
broken world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You created the earth with seeds sprouting up to new life. We pray for the flourishing of
fruit trees and orchards, vines and bushes. Prosper the work of those who plant, tend,
harvest, and gather. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Show us your ways and teach us your paths of justice and love. Raise up community and
national leaders to challenge and dismantle societal structures that perpetuate ethnic,
racial, and religious profiling and discrimination. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Come near to all in need. Orchestrate kindness in the face of cruelty, hope where there is
despair, love in the face of neglect, comfort where there is death, and healing in illness.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Turn this community toward neighbors in need. Bring aid and support to those who are
poor, beaten down, abused, forgotten, silenced, or avoided God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the saints who revealed your love and mercy in this life. Inspired by
their witness, strengthen us to live in hope. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust

these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Hymn of Promise Solo
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE CreateInMe . ................... All Stand And Sing
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spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the
good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

DIALOGUE Presider Congregation
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY. .. ... e All Sing
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name of the Lord Ho -san - pma in the high - est
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, \v,
hallowed be thy name, Holy
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, .
y Kingdom come, thy Communion
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
C Thanks be to God.

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

LAMB OF GOD. . ... e All Sing
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. C  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us
with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that
all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate . . .......... Stand & Sing
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1 O  Christ, your heart,com - pas - sion-ate, bore ev - 'ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Christ,cre - ate new hearts in us that beat in time with yours,
4 O Love that made the  dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Its  beat - ing was the pulse of God; its  breadth, God’s vast do - main.
SO may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.
whose arms stretched wideup - on  a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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to write  God’slove in hu-man deeds, e - ter - ni-ty in time.

and help us bear an - oth - er’s pain as though it were our own.
that throughour life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!

Text: Herman G. Stuemptle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
‘Text: Herman G. Stuemplle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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BLESSING

P The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and

show you the path of life this day and always.
C Amen.

SENDING
P Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Trumpet Voluntary

**A special thanks to our lector, Karen Hinkley.
**A special thanks to our soloist, Jo Anne de la Vega.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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