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GATHERING/WELCOME
PRELUDE: TrumpetTuneinF ... ... ... . Helman

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the -+ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the
one who reforms us again and again.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Source of all life,
C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we
are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect
others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for
what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
P God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the
world. Our sins are forgiven, ++ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as
God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
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5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:

“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 18671937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMELT HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING

P From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.
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SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-minute (or so)
time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children will return to their parents
during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 years-old are invited to join others their
age in the nurseries.



FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah.

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated
with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in
God'’s steadfast love.

“The Lord Gop has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6] gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
"The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that I shall not be put to shame;
®he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%t js the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 116:1-9, 17 . .ot All Sing
!l love the LorD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
%for the LORD has given | ear to me
whenev- | er | called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
I came to | grief and sorrow.
“Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:
“0 LORD, I pray you, | save my life.”
SGracious is the | LORD and righteous;
our God is full | of compassion.
*The LoRD watches o- | ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.
"Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt | well with you.
8For you have rescued my | life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling;
oI will walk in the presence | of the LORD
in the land | of the living.
171 will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
And call upon the name | of the Lord.

SECOND READING James 3:1-12
A reading from the third chapter of James.

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to
and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how
we say it are to reflect our faith.

!Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes.
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
guide their whole bodies. “Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
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pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! ®And the tongue is a fire. The tongue
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire
the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. "For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no
one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord
and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. °From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.
Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? *2Can a
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water
yield fresh.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE . . ... All Stand & Sing
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GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38

P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in
the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the
Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by
connecting discipleship and the cross.

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 2 And they answered him, “John the

Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 2He asked them, “But

who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 3*°And he sternly
9



ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. 3*But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”

%4He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 3For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? *Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Micah

Silence is Kept for Reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me All Stand & Sing
All sing vs. 1, 4,5; Women sing vs. 2, Men sing vs. 3

0 . .
A } I » ] | f T . n
'”)V P (/] = & I I I I |
”; = ! = z o 2 o .
All sing 1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call
vs.1,4,5 2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
Vs.2 Women 3 “Will you  let the blind - ed see if I but  call
Vs. 3 Men 4 “Will you love the you  you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
0 . |
L | ——F+ — :
L — . & o “ ] Z .
v !
your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low

10




NEES

R

I | |
z e | I | o
. o o o

know and nev - er be the same?

kind and nev - er be the same?

free and nev - er be the same?

side and nev - er be the same?

you and nev - er be the same.
0] . .
) — | > i = £ ud I > 7] I
Y —e—= P [ —— — ——— s
J | | ' | '

Will you let my love  be shown, will you let my

Will you risk the hos - tile  stare, should your life at -

Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as

Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the

In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
= — e ——— ] |
@“ z —E s 45 ¢ 10 | z o

name be known, will  you let my life be

tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer

this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1

world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and

foot - steps show. Thus Tl  move and  live and
0
" A I I | I
y 4 — I . . ! f !
 [anNd | | | | | | | |
V7 P I I I o o= r
J g o s o

grown in you and  you in me?”

pray’r in you and  you in me?”

mean  in you and  you in me?”

sound in you and  you in me?”

grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

INSTALLATION OF PARISH NURSE

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Downtothe RivertoPray.............. Chamber Choir
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: CreateInMe . .................... All Stand & Sing
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray.

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s beloved creation.

A brief silence.
Gracious God, you call your church to embody the love you have shown us. Raise us up
each day to bear witness against sin, death, and the grave. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creative God, all creation bears witness to your imagination. Inspire scientists,
naturalists, and conservationists who work to conserve precious natural resources. Grant
us the wisdom to be good keepers of the earth. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you bless citizens with the gifts of reason and perseverance. Embolden
people around the world to seek the common good, to serve their neighbors, and to
delight in freedom. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, you bless us with an abundant world. When your children wander homeless,
hungry, and naked, strengthen us to be your presence as we care for all those in need. We
pray for the sick and those who suffer in any way (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Welcoming God, thank you for this congregation where we have found a home. Make us
restless as we seek new and creative ways to expand our loving invitation to all people
who seek a community. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In every time and in every place, you have raised up examples of loving service. Make us
all good and loving witnesses to your extravagant compassion. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
P God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the
world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:

Almighty God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING SONG: Lift High the Cross

Refrain
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947

Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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SENDING
A Go in peace. Sound the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us
and that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please
sign our guest register or a visitor’'s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.
@

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children -
come to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits ;46

found in the Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age.
Nurseries for children (infants through 3 years old) are in the Education
building. Let an usher know if you need assistance.

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.

@ L ]
PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org.

THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Fran Holland
in memory of Dot Holland and in memory of Willie Holland.

Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them
home, but please return the containers to the church.
Carmen Buell, Worship & Music

Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, September 9, 2018:
Attendance: 75
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Budget Report September 9, 2018 Year-to-Date

Offering $ 1,057.00 $187,428.03
Expenses $ 5,551.17 $193,808.18
Offering less Expenses ($ 4,494.17) ($ 6,380.15)
Expected (Budgeted) Expenses $ 199,577.89

Offering less Expected Expenses ($ 12,149.86)

ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTOR: Jim Buell GREETER: Teresa Keller

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:
Volunteers

TELLERS: Shelia Kelly
Tim Kelly

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 3)
Fran Holland & Tracey Nault, Co-Captains
Katie Kessen Rebecca Yount

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Rebecca Yount

NURSERY: (10:30-11:45 am)
Brandy Milton

USHERS: Volunteers

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Sunday, September 16
8:45 am Children’s Ensemble
9:30 am Sunday School

Tuesday, September 18
7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Christian Ed meets

10:10 am Church Choir prep Health Ministry meets
10:30 am The Service Nar-Anon
Installation of Parish Nurse
2:00 pm Confirmation
5:00 pm Handbells, HCY Wednesday, September 19
6:00 pm Church Choir 6:45 pm Women'’s Bible Study

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: September 16-22

September 17 Bill Hollar September 21 Horace Bean
September 18 Winston Baker September 22 Dean Burwell
September 20 Lyn Miller

Beverly Reynolds "

Dan Wallace U




Cathleen Allen
Cynthia Buchanan
Carmen Buell
Brenda Dabrowski
Becke Featherstone
Zac Hullander

Jo Irwin

Bobbie Bingham
Amy Beale Blythe
Doug Brewer

Karen de la Vega
Carol Fox

Larry “Poss” Garrett

"4 Beau Carroll  Tom Kasmer

Marsha Kinley &
Family

Ben Moose

Holly Peche

Sherry Perry

Pat Roberson

Kathie Schaumburg

Scott Schaumburg

Marguerite Shive

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Brandi Hager

Ruth Lail

Beverly Lineberger
Jennifer Lineberger
Ronnie Lunsford
Clarence McLain

OUR SERVICEMEN

Leo Kasmer

Please remember these people in your prayers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Denise Taylor
Beverly Reynolds
Jerri Wesson

Anne Murdy
George Rogers
Tommy Smith
Brody Thornburg
Dennis Yates

Colton Parker

If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,

please inform the church office.

The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org.

18



Holy Doodles

—T

DUV SCPUCIIVCTE, — 1ems

Cookies




HEALTH MINISTRY * Meet and Greet * You’re Invited!!
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Meet the new Parish Nurse and the members of the Health Ministry committee.
Enjoy refreshments! Get your blood pressure checked.
Come one, come all — after the service TODAY!

Hosted by the Parish Nurse and Health Ministry committee, there will be a flu
vaccine clinic here on September 30, 2018 from 12-2 after the worship service.
Sign up now to get your flu vaccine! You can contact your Parish Nurse, Teresa
Keller, at 717-329-8507 or you can come to the Meet and Greet after today’s
service to sign up. Come now...help us keep everyone healthy this flu season!

Words of Sympathy & Hope
are offered to
Marsha Kinley & Family
On the death of her father
Plato Marshall Kinley

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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