Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter

e 216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, June 25, 2017 e

The Third Sunday after Pentecost

Greg Cline
Organist/Choirmaster

Micah Kearney
Pastor

GATHERING/WELCOME
PRELUDE: Who Can Sail WithoutWind . ......................... Justin Koehler

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in
steadfast love.
C Amen.
P Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Eternal God our creator,
C inyou we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children,
the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud
thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our
strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his
sake, God * forgives you all your sins.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: How Firm a Foundation

All Stand & Sing
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1  How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am  with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
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What  more can he  say than to  you he has  said
ru strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvmns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American



GREETING
P From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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cst, and peace to God's peo - ple on  carth.
SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask
for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C Amen.

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-minute (or so)
time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children will return to their parents
during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 years-old are invited to join others their
age in the nurseries.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 20:7-13
A reading from the twentieth chapter of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his
enemies and commits his life into God’s hands.

'O LoRD, you have enticed me,
and | was enticed;

you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.



I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
8For whenever | speak, | must cry out,
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
If 1 say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in,
and | cannot.
%For | hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him.”
1Byt the Lorp is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
120 Lorp of hosts, you test the righteous,
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you | have committed my cause.
3Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 68:7-10, 16-18 . . . . .. ..o Read Responsively
"Surely, for your sake | have suffered reproach,
and shame has covered my face.
8] have become a stranger to my own kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
%Zeal for your house has eaten me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
%] humbled myself with fasting,
but that was turned to my reproach.
*Answer me, O LoRb, for your love is kind;
in your great compassion, turn to me.
"Hide not your face from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for | am in distress.
¥Draw near to me and redeem me;
because of my enemies deliver me.

SECOND READING Romans 6:1b-11
A reading from the sixth chapter of Romans.

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death. Our lives in the
present are marked and shaped by his crucifixion, just as our lives in the future will be
marked and shaped by his resurrection.

bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we
who died to sin go on living in it? ®Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. °We know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 'For
whoever has died is freed from sin. °But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. ®We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. *°The death he died, he died to sin, once
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. *'So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
C Gilory toyou, O Lord.

Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition,
requiring absolute trust in God and an unswerving commitment to their Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] %*“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master.
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign
those of his household!

26«30 have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. ?"What | say to you in the
dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the
housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. ®Are
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father. **And even the hairs of your head are
all counted. *'So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many

Sparrows.

32«Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge
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before my Father in heaven; **put whoever denies me before others, | also will deny
before my Father in heaven.

3%“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring
peace, but a sword.

*For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

*%and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
$"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; **and whoever does not take up the
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Those who find their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON . . Pastor Micah
HYMN OF THE DAY: O God, My FaithfulGod .. ............... All Stand & Sing
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er  flow - ing,
2 Give me the strength to do with read - y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 16291701

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
11



PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading . . . . . .. Church Choir
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: CreateinMe..................... All Stand & Sing
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.

A brief silence.

God of grace, we give you thanks for renewing the church in every age. Bless
missionaries who boldly proclaim your mercy throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Generous God, you love the sparrows and shower your whole creation with abundance.
Guide our stewardship by your wisdom so that all life flourishes as you intend. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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God of peace, change the hearts of leaders who go to war. Enlighten their minds with
your holy imagination, opening new paths to peace and renewed life. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Compassionate God, you tell us not to fear, but we do. Give courage to everyone who
faces oppression and bigotry, hunger and homelessness. Bring healing and hope to all
your people (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of community, thank you for the gift of this congregation. Bless all who are new
here. Teach us how to welcome one another. Unite us as we proclaim your love. Shine
through our common life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have been baptized into Christ Jesus and now rest in the
fullness of Christ’s resurrection. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

P May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
SENDING SONG: Borning Cry ... All Stand & Sing
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1“1 was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word I was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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I re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un -fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.
I'll be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.
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I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
If  you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”

I'll be there to make your vers - es rhyme from dusk till ris -ing sun
I'll be there as I have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”
Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937

Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Third Sunday after
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please
sign our guest register or a visitor’'s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.
@ L ]
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come
to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the
Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children
(infants through 3 years old) are located in the Education building. We
encourage you to use the nurseries if your children become restless and/or
vocal. Let an usher know if you need assistance.

KIDS’ WORSHIP_CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please

Nurseries

return the tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils Available
to the stand in the narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.

PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org.

® @
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Danny,
Rochelle, Perri & Carson Potter in memory of Perry Kirkland, Rochelle’s dad.

Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them
home, but please return the containers to the church.
Carmen Buell, Worship & Music
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Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, June 18, 2017:

Attendance: 109

Budget Report June 18, 2017
Offering $ 5,276.50
Expenses $ 5,656.42
Offering less Expenses ($ 379.92)

Budgeted Expenses
Offering less Budgeted Expenses

Year-to-Date
$ 126,180.25
$ 135,651.51
($ 9,371.26)

$137,002.07
($ 10,911.82)

ASSISTING MINISTERS:
LECTOR: Billy Joye

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: Volunteers
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 1)

Bev & Charles Mauney, Co-Captains
Carmen De Nicholas

Deb Williams

TELLERS: Fran Holland, John Koehler

GREETER: Becky Richards

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Jennifer Kearney

NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)
Infants: Volunteers
Toddlers: Staff

USHERS: Volunteers

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: June 25-July 1

Today, June 25 Wil Carpenter June 30 Leah Koehler

June 27 Reid Passer
June 29 Gabriel Kearney

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Today, Sunday, June 25
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir prep
10:30 am The Service
6:00 pm Dinner, then VBS begins

Tuesday, June 27
7:00 pm Nar-Anon

Wednesday, June 28
Last evening of VBS

-
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June 25" — June 28" from 6pm — 8pm



Holy Comforter is hosting Camp Agape July 17-21.
Agape is a day camp for rising 1st to rising 8th graders and is sponsored
by Agape Kure Beach Ministries.

During a day at camp the kids will participate in Bible study, crafts, games,
skits, nature time and lots of other fun activities. The kids in the 6th to 8th
grade group will participate in service projects throughout the week at
Hon Comforter as well as off-site. We must have a minimum of 6 middle school aged
kids in order to offer this expanded camp.

Registration forms are available at the back of the church or from Misty Koehler.

The cost is $130 per camper and is due at the time of registration. There is only
room for 25 campers, so register soon. The spaces will be filled on a “first come, first
served” basis. Please contact Misty if you have any questions about camp.

BCO June Items of the Month...
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Grits

Pasta Sauce :

Dried Beans Mgm:m

GG
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f{(f%)%ests PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Cathleen Allen
Brenda Dabrowski
Shawn De Nicholas
Ardean Ewing

Ned Featherstone

Marsha Barr
Jeanne Bernhardt
Barbara Bingham
Midge Cunningham
Teresa Beale Davis

Matt Cisek
Jason Gardner

Please remember these people in your prayers.

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD
Karen de la Vega
Carol Fox
Scott Frisk
Bill Hinkle
Glenda Hinkle
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Kay Holden

Dot Holland

Zac Hullander
Chase Lineberger
Holly Peche

OUR SERVICEMEN
Dillon Kasmer
Leo Kasmer

Sherry Perry
Marguerite Shive
Denise Taylor
Jack Tench
Beverly Reynolds

John McDermid
Jennifer Lineberger
Anne Murdy

Karen Wayt
Donnie Yavelak

Tom Kasmer

If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,

please inform the church office.

The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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