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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
●  216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, July 29, 2018  ● 

 

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline                                                       

Pastor                                                                              Organist/Choirmaster 

 

GATHERING/WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE:  I Come With Joy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dove of Peace 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love. 

C    Amen. 

P     Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. 

C    Amen. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P    Eternal God our creator, 

C   in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the 

work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts 

and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P    Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his 

sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  The Church of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

GREETING 

P     From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 
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SALUTATION 

P     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY             

P     Let us pray. 

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your 

word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread 

of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  

C     Amen. 

 

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                  2 Kings 4:42-44 

A reading from the fourth chapter of 2 Kings. 

 

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of 

Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though 

there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even 

more to satisfy the need. 
 

42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the 

man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, 

“Give it to the people and let them eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before 

a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says 

the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set it before them, they ate, and had 

some left, according to the word of the LORD. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-minute (or so) 
time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children will return to their parents 
during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 years-old are invited to join others their 
age in the nurseries. 
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PSALM 145:10-18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Sing  

  10All your works shall praise | you, O LORD, 

  and your faithful | ones shall bless you. 

 11They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom 

  and speak | of your power, 

 12that all people may know | of your power 

  and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom. 

 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out 

all ages. 

  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.  

 14The Lord upholds all | those who fall 

  and lifts up those who | are bowed down. 

 15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food | in due season. 

 16You open | wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every | living thing. 

 17You are righteous in | all your ways 

  and loving in | all your works. 

  

 

SECOND READING                                                                             Ephesians 3:14-2 

A reading from the third chapter of Ephesians. 

 

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human 

knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened 

and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit. 
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may 

grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 
17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 

grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 

saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
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  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 

far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL VERSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                           John 6:1-21 

P      The holy gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true 

character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought 

under human control. 

 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A 

large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the 

sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the 

Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd 

coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to 

eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip 

answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy 

here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are 

they among so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people 

sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so 

they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took 

the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them 
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to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were 

satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be 

lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left 

by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that 

he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 

world.” 

  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 

him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

  16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started 

across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The 

sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about 

three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they 

were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take 

him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were 

going. 

 

P      The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  We Come to the Hungry Feast . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  O God, Whose Word Well Planted . . . . . . . . . Church Choir 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Create In Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P     Let us pray. 

C    Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our 

hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in our loving and almighty God who abundantly provides the bread of life to all 

who hunger, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 



12 

 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, we pray for all those who gather to celebrate the holy feast of Christ’s body 

and blood. Strengthen every member of your church in love, faith, and service. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, we praise you for the beauty and abundance of your creation. Send 

sunshine and rain to nourish crops. Teach us to produce and distribute food with justice 

and generosity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, you know every nation, every culture, and every people. Teach us to work 

together for peace and to love each other even when we cannot understand our neighbors. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, you hear the cries of the hungry, the sick, and the downcast. Send food, 

healing, and comfort to all who are in need (especially). Satisfy the desire of every living 

thing. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, we thank and praise you for this congregation. Teach us to be a holy family, 

Christ’s body to and for one another. Unite us in love and faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, we thank and praise you for the beloved dead who taught and fed us in 

Christian faith. Hasten the feast that will reunite us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty and loving God, we look to you in hope and trust, knowing that you will do far 

more than we can ask or imagine, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P     May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C    Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 
 

SENDING 

A     Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.  

C     Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and 
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please 
sign our guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If 
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of 
God. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018.  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 
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CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!” 
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for older 
toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children (infants through 3 years 
old) are in the Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the 
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the 
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please 
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org. 
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Mark & 
Rebecca Yount and Luke & Alec Via in memory of Judy Outlaw and Bob & Betty King. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them 
home, but please return the containers to the church. 
                     Carmen Buell, Worship & Music 
 
Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, July 22, 2018: 
Attendance: 120 
 
Budget Report            July 22, 2018             Year-to-Date 
Offering               $   1,647.00  $151,114.03 
Expenses    $   5,551.17  $155,148.87 
Offering less Expenses            ($   3,904.17)            ($    4,034.84)  

Expected Expenses      $ 161,777.04 

Offering less Expected Expenses              ($   10,663.01)         

 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Billy Joye     GREETER: Volunteer 
 
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:    TELLERS:  Fran Holland  
Volunteers              Trudy Whitener          
                
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 1)     CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
Bev & Charles Mauney, Co-Captains   Volunteers           
Carmen De Nicholas     Deb Williams      
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NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)    USHERS: Volunteers  
             Brandy Milton 
     
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Sunday, July 29     Monday, July 30-August 2 
 9:30 am  Adult Sunday School    5:45 pm  Dinner  
10:10 am   Church Choir prep      6:15 pm   VBS Program 
10:30 am   The Service  
                  Noisy Offering Collection 
  5:45 pm   Dinner     Tuesday, July 31 
  6:15 pm   VBS Program      7:00 pm   Nar-Anon 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
July 29-August 2 

5:45 pm  Dinner        6:15 pm  VBS Program  
 

 
 
 
               

 &  
 

Mac N’ Cheese                  Instant Potatoes 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: July 29-August 4 
July 30   Madison Morton 
August 2   Alyssa Buchanan 

 
 
 
 

BCO July Items of the Month: 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
 

Cathleen Allen 
Carmen Buell 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Becke Featherstone 
Zac Hullander 
Jo Irwin 

Ben Moose 
Holly Peche 
Sherry Perry 
Pat Roberson 
Katie Schaumburg 
Scott Schaumburg 

Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Beverly Reynolds 
Jerri Wesson

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Bobbie Bingham 
Amy Beale Blythe 
Doug Brewer 
Karen de la Vega 
Carol Fox 

Larry “Poss” Garrett 
Brandi Hager 
Ruth Lail 
Jennifer Lineberger 
Clarence McLain 

Anne Murdy 
George Rogers 
Tommy Smith 
Brody Thornburg 
Dennis Yates

OUR SERVICEMEN 
 

               Beau Carroll      Tom Kasmer      Leo Kasmer      Colton Parker 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 

please inform the church office. 
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org.  
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday  8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 

Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MicahKearney@gmail.com 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 
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