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WELCOME / GATHERING
PRELUDE: Hush! Somebody's Calling My Name. . ................. Chamber Choir

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

P We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through
the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family
from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood
us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish
us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places,
you are with us. You have become our salvation. Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and
thanksgiving, now and forever.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG:

Oh Day Full of Grace
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Text: Scandinavian folk hymn; tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921-2001, alt.
Music: DEN SIGNEDE DAG, Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM WITH NEW MEMBERS

PRESENTATION
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in
the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your
own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened
them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold
your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The
assembly may stand and join in the responses.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response:

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response:

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:

I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Each person responds:
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in
their life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.



Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of
your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both
now and forever.

Amen.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRESENTATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life
of the world.

The presiding minister addresses parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
Peter Jeffrey Nerret, 11 baptized into Christ?

Response:
I do.

As you bring Trey to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that Trey may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.



Do you promise to help Trey grow in the Christian faith and life?

Response:
I do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Trey by praying for him in his new life in
Christ?

C Wedo.

The assembly stands.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

OTvO ™o

P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the
waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh
and satisfy all living things.

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them
with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised
land.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for
Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples,
baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and
female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



The assembly may be seated.

BAPTISM
P Peter Jeffrey Nerret, 111, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen. You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

P Sustain Trey with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C Amen.

P Trey Nerret, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
C Amen.

WELCOME

A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

A Let us welcome the newly baptized.

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God creative and redeeming word
to all the world.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for this child, one with us in the
body of Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry of this
congregation.

GREETING
P From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By
your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and
our tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



FIRST READING Acts 2:1-21
A reading from Acts, the second chapter.

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the
Holy Spirit. Now, amid signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages, the people were
amazed and astonished at Jesus’ promise coming true.

When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in one place. 2And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. ®Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them. *All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
°*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. 8And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one
heard them speaking in the native language of each. “Amazed and astonished, they asked,
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in
our own native language? °Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 1°Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, !Cretans
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of
power.” 2All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?”’ BBut others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what |
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. *®No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
8Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
YAnd I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.



20The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:14-17
A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter.

Here Paul speaks about the mystery of baptism: through the Holy Spirit we are claimed,
gathered, and welcomed into Christ’s body, the church. And we receive a new name in
our adoption: child of God.

14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. *For you did not receive a
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if,
in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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GOSPEL John 14:8-27

P The holy gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.
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Though the disciples struggle with Jesus’ nature and identity, they receive the promise
that they too will be identified with God and God’s mission. Though he must leave them
now, Jesus promises the coming of the Advocate whom God will send to comfort and
enlighten them.

8Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? °Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you I do
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 'Believe me that
I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of
the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the
Father. 31 will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.

13If you love me, you will keep my commandments. **And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. ' This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
25 have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you
of all that | have said to you. 2’Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.
SERMON . . Pastor Micah

Silence is kept for reflection.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: O Spirit All-Embracing. . ................. All Stand & Sing
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., glamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy Living One, Holy Moving One, burst open our locked doors, and by your Spirit
drive us out into the world proclaiming your mighty deeds. Direct our words and actions,
trusting the Advocate abiding in and among us. May your Spirit move in this
congregation as we welcome new members into ministry here in your name, and work in
Trey’s life as your baptized child. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Feed and care for creatures that remain hidden to us yet contribute to the vibrancy of your
creation. Train us to interact with creation from a place of wonder, awe, and reverence.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send your Spirit to places where language is a barrier to justice and mercy for those who
seek it. Bless the work of translators, interpreters, and teachers. Promote understanding
for the sake of those longing for true freedom and peace. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Comfort all who live in constant fear and any who are suffering. Remind them that your
Spirit has made them your children and that they are never far from your glory. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Guide all bishops, pastors, missionaries, and other ministers of the gospel. Foster our
relationships with partner synods and local ministry partners that our visions and actions
are Spirit-led. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gather your people across regions, nations, and lands. Root our common life in the life,
death, and resurrection of Christ, and by your Spirit bind us together with all the saints
who have gone before us. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Once Ledto Your Font .................. Church Choir
Once Led to Your Font to die and to live, called down to the water for washing, O God,
lead us out to serve and to give, sent forth from the bath for the living.

Addressed by your word, caught tight and set free, reshaped by our Savior's embracing, O
God, lead us out, and speak by our deeds, sent forth with your word for the nations.

Both welcomed and fed at your table of grace, your supper brings life and salvation, O
God, lead us out to nourish and cheer, sent forth from your meal for creation.

By your washing made pure, by your feeding made whole; by your calling made willing
and able; O God, lead us out to make your world ring with echoes of bath, word, and
table.
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful . ........... Stand & Sing
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray.

C Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable
reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and
show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - ma in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
C Thanks be to God.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.

C We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the
new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table
as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’
name. Amen.

BLESSING

P God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, + bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind

............... Stand & Sing
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claim us for your king-dom’s work,

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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De : | I
J — '
there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!
kin - dle us to speak your truth, kin - dle us to  speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us one in Christ our Lord!

claim us for  your king-dom’s work!



POSTLUDE: Festive Postlude on "Cwm Rhondda". . ............... Ashdown

*The Flowers are given by Rochelle Potter in honor of Asa Gross's 1st Birthday.
**A special thanks to our flutist, Julia Gunter, and to our soloist, Greg Byrum.
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
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Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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