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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, January 12, 2020 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney             Greg Cline                                                       

Pastor                                                                  Organist/Choirmaster 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING       

 

PRELUDE: Celebration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CALLAHAN 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed 

and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters 

C    Amen. 

P    As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of 

Christ crucified and risen. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P    God who searches us and knows us, 

C    you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our 

way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. We have chosen revenge 

over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you. 

With what shall we come before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation 

in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

P    Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is 

from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of 

baptism: You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is 

the reign of heaven. 

C    Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

GREETING 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C     And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                 Assistant                                           Congregation 

 

  

 

 

  P 

 

 

Pastor 
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  C 

 

 

  P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  C 

 

 

 

  P  

 

 
 

                                   Assistant                                                           Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 

Women sing Odd verses; Men sing Even verses  

 

Pastor 
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SALUTATION 

P      The Lord be with you. 

C     And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P      Let us pray. 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 

calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C     Amen.                                 

 

Congregation is seated and invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 
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CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                      Isaiah 42:1-9 

A reading from the forty-second chapter of Isaiah. 

 

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The 

servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever 

prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the 

servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations. 

 

 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 3a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth; 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 

 5Thus says God, the Lord, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

  a light to the nations, 

  7to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-
minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children 
will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 
years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries. 
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  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 8I am the Lord, that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 9See, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, 

  I tell you of them. 

 

A      The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                       Acts 10:34-43 

A reading from the tenth chapter of Acts. 

 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims 

the good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman 

centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first 

Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to 

all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 

his name.” 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                       Matthew 3:13-17 

P      The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and 

identified publicly as God’s child. 
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 

fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as 

he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven 

said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

       

P      The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 

 

Silence is Kept for Reflection. 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized . . . . All Stand & Sing 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, 

and all who long to hear God’s voice. 

A brief silence. 

Renewing God, thank you for the gift of baptism. Give your church boldness to proclaim 

your promises. Tear down obstacles of injustice so that your word of hope reaches the 

ends of the earth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, we rejoice in the glory of your creation: the beauty of rivers and streams, 

glaciers and oceans, lakes and ponds. Bring restoration to your earth, and free us from 

overuse and abuse of water, air, and land. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of peace, we give thanks for order in the midst of chaos, though we long for greater 

justice in our world. Raise up wise and compassionate servant leaders so that all 

experience your reign of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Holy God, thank you for the powerful healing we witness through doctors and nurses, 

medication, therapy, and holistic means. Break through clouds of pain and anguish with 

your voice of comfort. Proclaim hope to all who grieve, and send healing to all who are 

sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of courage, we rejoice in this community of hope. Strengthen all who are preparing 

for baptism and renew the faith of sponsors, mentors, parents, grandparents, friends, and 

all who guide the newly baptized in this life of joy. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of hope, unleash your Spirit to increase our trust in you. We give thanks for the lives 

of the saints who inspire us with lives of baptismal witness. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  We Arise This Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church Choir 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: We Know That Christ Is Raised . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth 

you bring forth this bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our 

lives and all that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. 

We wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus 

Christ, our banquet of life. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE                         Pastor                                   Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor                                    

 

 

 

Cong. 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table of 

mercy and joy. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION 

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of 

the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart . . All Sing 
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P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P      Let us pray. 

C     Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with 

the gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to 

your goodness and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P     May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep 

you united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, 

the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you always. 

C    Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 
 

SENDING 

P     Go in peace. Let your light shine. 

C    Thanks be to God. 
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A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Baptism of Our Lord 
Sunday.  We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and that 
you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.  Please sign our 
guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you.  If you are 
without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of God.   
 
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!” 
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for older 
toddlers through early elementary age. A nursery for children (infants through 3 years 
old) is in the Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the tote 
bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the narthex. 
The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please fill 
out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.  
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given by Pat and Bob Koehler to the Glory 
of God and in honor of Acolytes and Crucifers, and by Gary and Karen Rogers in 
celebration of their 40th wedding anniversary.  
  
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use containers to take them home, 
but please return the containers to the church.             Julia Gunter, Worship & Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 

 

http://www.holyc.org/
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Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, January 5, 2020: 
Attendance: 111 
 
Budget Report        This Week         (Unfavorable) 
Offering         $  3,915.00     (252.21) 
Expenses         $  4,167.21          ------ 
Offering less Expenses       $   (252.21)     (252.21)  

 

 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Billy Joye    GREETER: Debbie Mendez 
 
ACOLYTE: Leah and Justin Koehler             TELLERS: Dixie Spivey, John Koehler 
               
CRUCIFER: Emily Koehler    CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Jenn Kearney   
 
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 1)    NURSERY:(10:30-11:45a)Lauren Shoemaker 
    
USHERS: Volunteers                                    EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:  Volunteers 
     
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Volunteers   
 
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, January 12                                      Tuesday, January 14 
8:45 am Children’s Ensemble       7:00 pm Chamber Choir 
9:30 am Sunday School          Nar-Anon 
10:10 am Church choir prep          Health Committee Meeting 
10:30 am Worship w/ Holy Communion                      
 2:00 pm Confirmation                                                 Wednesday, January 15 
 4:30 pm Beach Trip Meeting (High School)                      6:45 pm Women’s Bible Study             
   5:00 pm Handbells, HCY                   HCY Girls’ Bible Study 
6:00 pm Church choir practice  
                                                                                     Thursday, January 16 
Monday, January 13  7:00 pm Evangelism/Outreach 
6:00 pm PEP Exercise Class                             Committee Meeting 

    
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK:  January 12-18 
January 13 Abbey Kowalewski 
January 15 Zaneta Sarrazin 
  

January 18 Carmen De Nicholas  
                   Jerri Wesson 
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Risky 6!  Though it is winter, in the south the sun is INTENSE!  

Our temperatures may be cooler but that sun still holds a lot of risk 

for us.  Don’t forget to use sunscreen when working or playing 

outdoors!  Darrell Rigel, MD, FAAD, clinical professor of 

dermatology at NYU Medical Center identified six risk factors that 

independently predict melanoma – the most serious form of skin 

cancer: 

1. History of blistering sunburns as a teenager. 

2. Red or blonde hair. 

3. Marked freckling of the upper back. 

4. Family history of melanoma. 

5. History of actinic keratoses (scaly lesions produced by excessive exposure to 

sunlight). 

6. Outdoor summer jobs for 3 or more years as a teenager. 

Any of these risk factors alone can be a predictor of melanoma – so get an annual skin 

screening and remember to protect yourself with the proper clothing, hats, and sunscreen! 

 

NOTE:  The CDC says that the state of North Carolina is currently at its peak of flu 

season!  If you haven’t gotten your flu vaccination, remember to do so now.  Also 

remember to wash, wash, wash those hands!  As we greet one another in church with 

hugs and handshakes we share our love and care for one another, but we are also sharing 

germs, so be sure to wash hands or use the sanitizer in the narthex before you touch your 

mouth, eyes, or any food after worship.   
 
 

Guatemala Mission 
 
On January 25, Shelia Kelly, Mark Kline, and Pastor Micah will join with Christ the King 
in Charlotte on a mission trip to Guatemala. This trip is in part a chance to learn from a 
congregation who has done this work for many years. While there we will work to 
support the ministry of an orphanage called “Casa Bernabe.” Some ways you can be a 
part of this ministry from afar is by donating new Tennis Shoes up to size 9, new or 
used cleats, and/or taking a dove from the narthex with a child’s name written on it. 
You are then invited to donate some amount ($10 suggested) and pray for your child 
throughout the year.  And of course, we welcome prayers for the trip as a whole, that the 
love of Christ for all people shine through the work we do and the relationships grown. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 

 
 

Cathleen Allen 
Jim Barbee 
Cynthia Buchanan 
Becke Featherstone 
Ellen Fleming 

Sarah Tench Helms 
Kay Holden 
Zac Hullander 
Ben Moose 
Sherry Perry 

Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Beverly Reynolds 
Jerri & Mike Wesson 

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Janice Barker 
Amy Beale Blythe  
Doug Brewer 
Ron de la Vega 
Nancy Dickson 
Earl Gardner 
Larry “Poss” Garrett 
Mark Glaeser 
Meredith Hovis 

Mary Huggins 
Family of  
    Mark Lineberger 
Steve Leonard 
Ruth Lyerly 
Jane Marino 
Al McCoy 
Clarence McLain 

Family of Dawn Mitchell 
Ann Mundy 
Linda Nichols 
Robert Nichols 
Sarah Nichols 
Tommy Smith 
Brody Thornburg 
Jeff Wiles 

OUR SERVICEMEN 
 

Beau Carroll         Tom Kasmer         Leo Kasmer         Colton Parker 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 

please inform the church office. 
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org. 

 

 

NOTE: To ensure inclusion in the bulletin all information is due to the office by 12 

Noon on Wednesdays. 
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 
 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MKearney@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse 

 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

