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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

216 N. Main Street ● Belmont, NC   28012 ● Sunday, July 16, 2023 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME/GATHERING  

 

 

PRELUDE: Simple Gifts            

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C   Amen. 

P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P    Merciful God, 

C    We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked 

the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. We have hurt our community. We 

have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 

Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

 

P    God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty             All Stand & Sing 

 

 

GREETING 

P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 
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KYRIE    Past Pastor                                          Congregation 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 
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SALUTATION 

P     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P     Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. 
By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith 
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C    Amen.      
           

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s 

church. 
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FIRST READING                                                                                  Isaiah 55:10-13 

A reading from the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah. 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their 

return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees 

that clap their hands. 

 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until 

they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing 

for which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains 

and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up 

the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall 

not be cut off. 

 

P     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING                                                                      Romans 8:1-11 

A reading from the eighth chapter of Romans. 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish 

what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The 

Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of 

resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law 

of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For 

God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son 

in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that 

the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 

on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 

things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 

is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 

not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
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God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 

Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 

dwells in you. 

 

P    The word of the Lord.   

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 

proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable 

parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 

the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 

to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 

up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 

scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 

brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears 

listen!” 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
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kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown 

in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 

this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a 

person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises 

on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure 

of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, 

this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, 

in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

P      The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                        Pastor Micah 

 

Silence is Kept for Reflection. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: For the Fruit of All Creation               Stand & Sing 

 



9 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 

those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil. 

Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the world. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and fields to 

grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be 

good stewards. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice in the 

courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf of the 

common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Heal those who are sick, O God. Guide health care workers to care for those who suffer, 

scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care for victims of sexual 

abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel near 

and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, whose 

confidence in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gospel. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 

reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

 

ORGAN OFFERTORY: Beautiful Savior          
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Praise the Lord! O Heavens                     All Stand & Sing 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P     Let us pray. 

C     God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 

us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 

world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 



12 

 

DIALOGUE         Pastor        Congregation                  

  

 

 

 

 

Pastor 

 

 

 

 

Congregation 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

LAMB OF GOD         
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COMMUNION 

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back, 

and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink 

then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew. 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  All Who Hunger                   All Sing  
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P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

         grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P    Let us pray. 

C    We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your 

banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the 

one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P    The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, 

and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

C    Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing                                All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING 

P    Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Trumpet Tune 

           

*Thanks to organist Suzanna Fairbairn, who is filling in for Greg Cline while he is at 

music week at Lutheridge. 

*Special thanks to our Lector, Jodi Narret. 

*The altar flowers were given by Jerri Wesson in honor of my family.

Sunday, July 16th 

10:10 am - Church Choir 

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm – Church Council Meeting 

 

Monday, July 17th  

7:00 pm -  Book Club 

 

Tuesday, July 18th 

7:00 pm – Christian Education  

 

Thursday, July 20th  

7:00 pm – Outreach Meeting

 


