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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, June 18, 2023 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE:  Come Let Us Eat              Cherwien 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C   Amen. 

P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P    Merciful God, 

C    We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked 

the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. We have hurt our community. We 

have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 

Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

 

P    God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell                  All Stand & Sing 

GREETING 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C     And also with you. 
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KYRIE   

Leader                                           Congregation 
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Pastor                                                         Congregation 
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THIS IS THE FEAST                                                                                       All Sing 
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SALUTATION 

P      The Lord be with you. 

C     And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P      God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. 

Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the 

blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen.         

                         

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s 

church. 
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FIRST READING                                                                               Exodus 19:2-8a   

A reading from the nineteenth chapter of Exodus. 

 

At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned 

them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves 

completely to God’s will. 

 2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and 

camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went 

up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the 

house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 

how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey 

my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the 

peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and 

a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 

 7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these 

words that the LORD had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything 

that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 

 

P     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING                                                                       Romans 5:1-8 

A reading from the fifth chapter of Romans. 

 

We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into 

a right relationship with God through Christ’s death. 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we 

boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 

love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 

might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were 

sinners Christ died for us. 

 
P     The word of the Lord.     
C     Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                     Matthew  9:35—10:8 

P      The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he 

instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words 

and deeds. 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The 

harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the 

names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 

James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the 

Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 

near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 

without payment; give without payment.  

 

P      The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                                    Pastor Tim Canniff-Kuhn  

Silence is Kept for Reflection 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  In Christ Called to Baptize                      All Stand & Sing 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church here and around the world, we pray. Seek out disciples and send them out 

with authority to proclaim good news, bring healing where there is pain, and counter the 

forces of evil. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For the earth and all its creatures, we pray. Equip farmers, farm workers, and all who 

labor on the land to produce a harvest. Nourish crops with ample rainfall and abundant 

sunshine. Restore lands ruined by pollution or misuse. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For those who govern, we pray. Empower those who seek peaceful solutions to conflict 

and embolden those who advocate for all who are oppressed. Work through systems of 

government to establish justice throughout the world. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer, we pray. Accompany those who feel helpless, alone, or abandoned. 

Embrace any who long for successful treatment for mental illness or freedom from 

addiction. Heal those who are sick. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For fathers and father figures, we pray. Console all who long to be fathers, children 

estranged from their fathers, anyone grieving the death of a father, and fathers who have 

lost a child. Draw near to all for whom this day stirs up difficult emotions. God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

For all the saints, we give thanks. Receive into your eternal care all those who have died 

and fill us with hope that does not disappoint. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM: God Be the Love                          Church Choir 

 

1 God, be the love to search and keep me; 

God, be the prayer to move my voice; 

God, be the strength to now uphold me: 

 

Refrain 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 

2 Bind to myself the name of Holy, 

great cloud of witnesses enfold; 

prophets, apostles, angels witness:  Refrain 

 

3 Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, 

flashing of lightning, strength of wind, 

depth of the sea to soil of planet:  Refrain 

 

4 Walking behind to hem my journey, 

going ahead to light my way, 

and from beneath, above, and all ways:  Refrain 

5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 

Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me:  Refrain 
 

Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967 

Text © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Give Thanks                        All Stand & Sing  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P     Let us pray. 

C     God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 

us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 

world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE         Pastor        Congregation                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P 

 

 

C 

 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD         
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COMMUNION 

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back, 

and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink 

then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew. 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  I Love to Tell The Story  All Sing 
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P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P      Let us pray. 

C    We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received 

at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 

through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P     The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, 

and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

C    Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: O Zion, Haste                                    All Stand & Sing 

 
SENDING 

P     Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C    Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE: With High Delight Let Us Unite        Medieval European Tune 

 

*Special thank you to our Lector, Julia Gunter. 

* The altar flowers were given by Debbie Mendez in memory of Alice & Mark Lyerly. 

 

This weeks schedule: 

Sunday, June 18th  

10:10 am – Church Choir 

10:30 am – Worship Service 

 

Monday, June 19th  

7:00 pm  – Book Club 

  

Tuesday, June 20th  

7:00 pm – Christian Education Meeting 
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"Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving 

Belmont and beyond." 

 

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give 
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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Tim Canniff-Kuhn, Interim Pastor- email: Pastortimck@gmail.com 

Micah Kearney, Pastor  

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

