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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

216 N. Main Street ● Belmont, NC   28012 ● Sunday, May 21, 2023 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME/GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE: Although I Speak With Angels Tongue                        Harbach 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

L    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by 

whose speaking we are given new life. 

C    Amen. 

L    Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God, holy 

and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, 

the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we 

are born anew. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that 

wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for 

the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

C    Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to 

your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

L    Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, 

bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C   Amen 
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GATHERING SONG:  Christ Is The King              All Stand & Sing 

 

 

GREETING 

L    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE    Past Leader                                          Congregation 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 
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SALUTATION 

L     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L     Let us pray. 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C    Amen.      
           

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s 

church. 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                  Acts 1:6-14 

A reading from the first chapter of Acts. 

 

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit 

on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the 

eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
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Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going 

and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.”12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, 

they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, 

as well as his brothers. 

 

L     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING                                                          1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

A reading from the fourth and fifth chapters of 1 Peter. 

 

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we 

are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because 

we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 

you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are 

sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 

is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit 

of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 5:6Humble yourselves therefore 

under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your 

anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 

devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in 

all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered 

for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

L    The word of the Lord.   

C    Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                 John 17:1-11 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those 

who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you 

have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 

him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 

do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 

presence before the world existed. 

 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 

were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have 

given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 

behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 

yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And 

now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 

are one.” 

 

L      The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                                                        Deacon Beka 

Silence is Kept for Reflection. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord, You Give the Great Commission              Stand & Sing 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to you and unite us with 

the planet and one another. Weave your church together in a web of mutual love for the 

sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over all that you 

have made. Bless the water that sustains the planet and grant wisdom to use it wisely. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and organizers, 

teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message of peace and justice. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering isolation, 
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especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all held fast by systemic 

oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffering from illness. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding your 

abundant gifts. Guide this congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. We pray for our 

staff and council. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for all your saints who 

have given us glimpses of your redeeming love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 

almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

L      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: O God, Whose Word Well-Planted Church Choir Vs 1&2 

         All Sing Vs 3 

 



11 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                   All Stand & Sing 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

L     Let us pray. 

C     Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these 

gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the 

pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE         Leader        Congregation                  

  

 

 

 

 

Leader 

 

 

 

 

Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

L     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.    

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L     Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

LAMB OF GOD         

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION 

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back, 

and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink 

then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew. 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  All Who Hunger                   All Sing  

 
 

 

L      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

         grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L    Let us pray. 

C    Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word 

and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show 

your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen 
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BLESSING 

L    The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the 

Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 

C    Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: Crown Him With Many Crown                                 All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING 

L    Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE: Festival Voluntary         “Truro” 1789 

 
 
*Special thanks to our Lector, Emilie Bruchon. 

 

*The altar flowers were sponsored by Rochelle Potter in celebration of Asa Gross’  

Birthday. 

 

This Weeks Schedule: 

Sunday, May 21st 

10:10 am - Church Choir 

10:30 am - Worship 

4:00 pm – Bunny Blessing Visit for Kid's Club and HCY 

4:00 pm - Small Group 1 

 

Tuesday, May 23rd  

7:00 pm - Nar Anon Meeting

 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 
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Meet the Dwelling Travelers! 

Holy Comforter is excited to send a group of nine students and 

adults to the Dwelling this summer! July 23rd to 28th, our group 

will spend time learning about homelessness while serving the 

community of Winston-Salem. We are spotlighting each student 

over the upcoming weeks.  

 

Hi, I’m Erin Cassel. I’m in 6th grade at Mountain Island Charter 

School. I have been a member since I was 3 years old. I am active 

in youth group, regularly acolyte, and help with our kid’s club 

kids on second Sundays. I like to help set up and lead activities 

during Children’s Church too. I play volleyball and do 

gymnastics, and just started volunteering with National Junior 

Honor Society when I am not at church. I want to go on this trip 

because, I want to make new friends. 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

Micah Kearney, Pastor  

Tim Canniff-Kuhn, Interim Pastor – email: pastortimck@gmail.com 

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager 
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