Lu’cl-leran Cl‘!urc!'\ of the Holg Com{:ortcr

216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, August 8, 2021

Thc Elcvcnth 5undag after Fcntcc.ost

Micah Kearney Greg Cline

Pastor Organist/Choirmaster
GATHERING: Alleluia .........cco oot et e e e e e e e e . MlOZATT
WELCOME

PRELUDE: God Bless the Hands........................................Church Choir Recording

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,-+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
C Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P God, our provider,
C helpus.
Itis hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
P Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through
Jesus, F the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: When Morning Gilds the Sky

All Stand & Sing
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1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav'n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of  space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praisedl When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised!  Let all  the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’et,
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this rings my cur - few call: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus Christ be praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930), alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI. Joseph Barnby. 1838-1896

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



KYRIE Pastor Congregation
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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C For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Pastor Congregation
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE ..ot e et e e e e e e e AL Siing

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's peo-ple on  carth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our  prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that gives
life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and
that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:4-8
A reading from 1 Kings the nineteenth chapter.

First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal.
The contest proves that the LORD is God, and afterward Elijah orders the killing of the
Baal prophets. Angered by the deaths of her prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill
Elijah. This reading finds Elijah fleeing, fatigued, and in utter despair.

*[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away
my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”*Then he lay down under the broom tree
and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” *He
looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate
and drank, and lay down again. "The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him,
and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 8He got up,
and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to
Horeb the mount of God.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Ephesians 4:25--5:2
A reading from Ephesians the fourth and fifth chapters.

Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect.
Rather, the Spirit is at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely reflect
the love and forgiveness we have received through Christ and his death.

2530 then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are
members of one another. 2°Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
anger, 2’and do not make room for the devil. 2Thieves must give up stealing; rather let
them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share
with the needy. ZLet no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for
building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. *°And
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day
of redemption. 3'Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and
slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. >!Therefore be imitators of God, as
beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 6:35, 41-51
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them
regarding the true significance of this remarkable sign.

%Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. “Then the Jews began to
complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from

heaven.” “*They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and
mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” *3Jesus
answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. “*No one can come to me unless
drawn by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that person up on the last day. *It is
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard
and learned from the Father comes to me. “°Not that anyone has seen the Father except
the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. *"Very truly, I tell you, whoever
believes has eternal life. “1 am the bread of life. “Your ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. *°This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one
may eat of it and not die. >!1 am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever
eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that | will give for the life of the world
is my flesh.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON . .. Pastor Micah

Silence is kept for Reflection.




HYMN OF THE DAY: We All Are One in Mission. .. .............. All Stand & Sing

0 | ;

Y D I | | |

Dbl o I | | | — ™ ™ F o

| {7 2 & | | I I ! |t | .

Y | e — E—_— I — [ [ i &

J [ 4 B I |

1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all
Our min-is - tries are dif - frent;our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin - gle great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of oth - ers with God’s sur-pris-ing grace,
We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-ry folk and na - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.

our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new mission
starts, and all communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the sake of the
gospel. For congregations facing difficult decisions about their future. God, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge from the hot
summer sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by pollution and all who lack
clean water. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges,
lawyers, law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair administration of justice.
For corrections officers and prison chaplains, that they would deal mercifully with those
who are incarcerated. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who face
long and difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the death of a
loved one. For all who are sick (especially). God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us who bake
bread and prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For those who bring the
food from this table to those who are homebound or hospitalized. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With all the saints we
praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray.

C Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ... . e All Sing
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During Communion we will be dismissed by rows, starting in the front. You will receive
the elements from the table by the door, and take them to your car to eat. We will finish

the worship liturgy and be dismissed there. You may stand outside your car or be seated
inside. You should be able to hear the worship leader through your radio on 89.5 fm.

LAMB OF GOD. .. ..o e All Sing
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POSTLUDE: Symphony InBb .. ......... . N. Begue

P
grace.
C Amen.
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The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Jesus, Bread of life,

C we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *+ be upon
you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING
P Goin peace. You are the body of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

** A special thanks to our lector, Rebecca Yount.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

13



Holy Doodles %
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse
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