Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter

216 N Main Strcet o Belmont, NC 28012 @ Sundag, Mag 8tl‘|, 2022

Fourth 5undag of E_aster
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PRELUDE: All My Heart Again Rejoices . .. ..., Busarow

WELCOME/GATHERING

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P Alleluial Christ is risen.
C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

P We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through
the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family
from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood
us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish
us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places,
you are with us. You have become our salvation. Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and
thanksgiving, now and forever.

C Amen.
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus is ris - en!

2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - fter

3 Je - sus  the vine, we are the branch - es;

4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be si - lent

5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - ri - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - ry to 0 - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - r1u - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break -ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - ry:
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o - pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God  has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing with cre - a - tion to God the I AM!

n 1. Refrain
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Je - sus is ris - en and we shall a - rise.
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Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - Iu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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0]
b o [ o
Y (/] & = bt (/]
S -
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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C Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in
everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 9:36-43
A reading from the ninth chapter of Acts.

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her
kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town.
When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.

%Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas.
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. *’At that time she became ill and
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without delay.” **So Peter got up and went with them; and
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with
them. “°Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat

up. “'He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. **This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the
Lord. *Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from the seventh chapter of Revelation.

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also
the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering.

SAfter this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. °They cried out in a loud
voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
1 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, !2singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” 21 said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
®They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 10:22-30

P The holy gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the
Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and
will never be snatched from his hand.

22t that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 2and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. ?*So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” ®Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 2°but you do not believe, because you
do not belong to my sheep. 2’My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow

me. 21 give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of
my hand. 2What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it
out of the Father’s hand. 3*The Father and I are one.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON . .o e Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: The Lord’s My Shepherd. . .................... All Sing
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The Lord’s my shep-herd; Ill not want. He makes me down to lie
My soul he doth re - store a- gain,and me to walk doth make
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;

My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
Good -ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure -ly fol - low me,
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pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.
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Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES' AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob, 1895-1984
Arr. © Oxford University Press.
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing
trust, unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose
environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys.
Prosper your creation for the sake of every living thing. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day. Accompany
those yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open
us to receive your nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. Set people in their path
who can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our
understanding. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples
and languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: DeepRiver . ..., Church Choir
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE CreateInMe . ................... All Stand And Sing
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your
peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this
meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and
believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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The Lord be  with you. And  al - so with  you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,

SESI====rE=

Ho - san - na. Ho -

;

T
e =
heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry.

[ P—
I = | | y I T y | |

e e e e e =

) ' ' r ~— I— f
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who

0 : '

] L N 1
R—P—P—P_ [} P F |
| | | I | Il [ o>
|74 | — | |74 T | | | [7) ~F
@J ;! } — |

comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray.

C  We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the
new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table
as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’
name. Amen.

BLESSING
P God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of

adoption, ++ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: TheKingofLove ..., Stand & Sing
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my  ran - somed
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune
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SENDING

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: TrumpetVoluntary . .............. .. Clarke

** A special thank you to our Lector: Jim Buell
** The Flowers are given by Jerri Wesson in honor of Mike and Jerri Wesson's 16"
Anniversary.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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