Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter

216 N Main Street L] Bclmont, NC 28012 @ Sundag, October 9,2022

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Prelude in F Major J.S. Bach

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us
beyond our days.
C Amen.

P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God of mercy and forgiveness,

C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn usin a

new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on

the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven -+ and you are made whole. God points the
way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: We Praise You, O God

All Stand & Sing
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I We praise you, O God, our re - deem - er, cre - a - tor;
2 We wor - ship you, God of our fa - thers and mo - thers;
3 With voic - es u - nit - ed our prais - es Wwe of - fer
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in grate - ful de - vo - tion our trib - ute we  bring.
through tri - al and tem - pest our guide you have been.
and glad - ly our songs of thanks - giv - ing we raise.
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We lay it be - fore you; we kneel and a - dore you;
When per - ils o’er - take us, you will not for - sake us,
With you, Lord, be - side us, your strong arm will guide us.
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we  bless your ho -ly  name; glad  prais - es we  sing.
and with your help, O Lord, our strug-gles we win.
To you, our great re - deem -er, for - ev - er be praise!
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Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963

Music: KREMSER, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE
Leader Congregation
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,



Leader Congregation
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
THIS IS THE FEAST All Sing
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SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe
from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful
hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15
A reading from the fifth chapter of second Kings.

Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously
cures his illness, but only after Naaman realizes, with the help of his servants, that he
also needs healing for his pride. This foreign general then acknowledges the sovereignty
of the God of Israel.

!Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high
favor with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man,
though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. 2Now the Arameans on one of their raids
had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s
wife. 3She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria!
He would cure him of his leprosy.” "When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his
clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure
a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.”

8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he
sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that
he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” °So Naaman came with his horses and
chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. '°Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you
shall be clean.” 1'But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for
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me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and
would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 2Are not Abana and Pharpar,
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them, and
be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 1*But his servants approached and said to
him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not
have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So
he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of
the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
5Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood
before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.”

L  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 2:8-15
A reading from the second chapter of second Timothy.

Though Paul is chained as a prisoner, the word of God is never shackled or confined.
Timothy is encouraged to proclaim that word of freedom in an honest and upright life as
well as in his teaching and preaching.

8Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel,
%for which | suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word
of God is not chained. ®Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they
may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. **The saying is sure:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

1%if we endure, we will also reign with him;

if we deny him, he will also deny us;

13if we are faithless, he remains faithful—

for he cannot deny himself.

1“Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over
words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. *Do your best to present
yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly
explaining the word of truth.

L  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a Samaritan healed of
leprosy becomes a model for those who would praise and worship God and give thanks
for God’s mercy.

10n the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee.
12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, *they called
out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” *When he saw them, he said to them, “Go
and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. **Then one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. °*He
prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. ' Then Jesus
asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? ¥Was none of them
found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” *Then he said to him, “Get up
and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection



HYMN OF THE DAY: Baptized in Water

All Stand & Sing
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
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Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns. admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for bishops, pastors, and deacons. Inspire leaders of
the church to proclaim your mighty deeds, that your saving faith may be known to all.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Majestic God, we give you thanks for land and water, seedtime and harvest. Break down
boundaries we construct between ourselves and the rest of your creation. Bring renewal
and restoration to places affected by pollution and deforestation. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Mighty God, we give you thanks for those in our community, nation, and world who
work for justice and peace. Guide those who govern to act on behalf of those
marginalized by race, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, we give you thanks that you hear the cries of those in need. Restore to
community those who are stigmatized by illness, feel rejected, or who live in isolation.
Send healing to all who suffer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Faithful God, we give you thanks for the healing ministries of this congregation. Equip

those who visit, care, and pray for the sick. Give insight to doctors, nurses, home health
aides, and all practitioners of medical arts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Eternal God, we give you thanks for your faithful people who have gone before us to

your glory. Renew our trust in your eternal promises of mercy, redemption, and new life.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Come Thou Fount Church Choir
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: We Give Thee But Thine Own All Stand & Sing
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3 The cap - tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be -lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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to teach the way of life and peace—it is a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.
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Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850
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OFFERING PRAYER

L Letus pray.

C Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of
these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

C Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly All Sing
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.

2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.

Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Herein joy we keep the feast.
Come from lone-1i - ness and long - ing.  Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L  Letuspray.

C God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
L God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and

peace. And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: Baptized and Set Free All Stand & Sing
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1 We are peo - ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and were nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ter, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent - ly, in mer - cy and love.

Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We gath-er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all  will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956
Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
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SENDING
L Goin peace, with Christ beside you
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Fugue in F Major J.S. Bach

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

*Special thank you to our Lector, Julia Gunter

** Qur altar flowers are given by Jane and Jeff Howard to the Glory of God in
celebration of Evan Howard; and given by Will, Katie and Jack Howard in celebration of
Jeff Howard.

This Week's Schedule:
Sunday, October 9th
9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am - Church Choir in balcony
10:30 am - Worship in the Sanctuary
4:00 pm - Kids Club
Small Group 1
5:00 pm - Handbell practice
HCY meets
6:00 pm - Choir practice
Monday, October 10th
7:00 pm - Book Club Meets (in person and on Zoom)
Tuesday, October 11th
7:00 pm - Nar-Anon
Small Group 2
Wednesday, October 12th
4:00 pm - Faith Formation Video posted
6:45 pm - Women's Bible Study
7:00 pm - Chamber Choir
Thursday, October 13"
10:30 am - Prime Timers
7:00 pm - Small Group 3
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""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
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