Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter

216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, November 13, 2016

26" Sunday after Pentecost

Greg Cline
Organist/Choirmaster

Micah Kearney
Pastor

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Come, O Thou TravelerUnknown .. ...................... Burkhardt

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,

as the presiding minister begins.
P In the name of God the Father of glory; in the name of God the # Son, our
Redeemer; in the name of God the holy and life-giving Spirit.
C Amen.
P Trusting in the grace of God, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Gracious God,
C we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to us
that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that
before you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from
the slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; and work in us that which is
pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and  forgives us all our
sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us and by the light of the Holy Spirit
guides our feet into the way of peace.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
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1 My  hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 When dark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus-tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-'ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
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Text: Edward Mote, 17971874, alt.

Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon.
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.

FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-2a
A reading from the fourth chapter of Malachi.

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that the day of the Lord is coming.
On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun o
righteousness” will shine on those who fear God.

!See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will
be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will
leave them neither root nor branch. ?But for you who revere my name the sun of
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 08. . . Read Responsively

!Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
0 LoRbD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
®You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
“*Shout with joy to the LoRrb, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
*Sing to the LorD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
®With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8|_et the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the
earth.
*The Lorp will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
A reading from the third chapter of 2 Thessalonians.

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of
Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the
community. Paul warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.

*Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they
received from us. "For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
idle when we were with you, ®and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it;
but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of

you. *This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example
to imitate. 1°For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone
unwilling to work should not eat. *For we hear that some of you are living in idleness,
mere busybodies, not doing any work. **Now such persons we command and exhort in
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the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. **Brothers and
sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

As history moves toward God'’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events.
Before the end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and shall be
given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear.

*When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones
and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, °“As for these things that you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is
about to take place?” ®And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.

%“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; *'there will be great earthquakes,
and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great
signs from heaven.

12«But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. **This will give you an opportunity to testify. **So make up your
minds not to prepare your defense in advance; >for I will give you words and a wisdom
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that none of your opponents will be able to withst

and or contradict. **You will be

betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of

you to death. *"You will be hated by all because o

f my name. ®But not a hair of your

head will perish. **By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON ... Pastor Micah
HYMN OF THE DAY: When Peace, likeaRiver ................. All Stand & Sing
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with my soul,

It is  well with my soul,
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it is well, it is well with my soul.
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 18281888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Aria: from Concerto#12 . . . ...........

Handbell Choir



OFFERTORY RESPONSE: CreateInMe..................... All Stand & Sing
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world, we offer our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
For the church, for missionaries and teachers, clergy and laity, and all ministers who
proclaim the gospel in word and deed, that the Sun of righteousness enlighten the whole
earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For rivers and lakes, hills and mountains, fruit and vegetables, and animals great and
small, that creation thrive and that we care for all God has given us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the healing of the nation, that all people be moved to work for reconciliation with
their neighbor. For all in authority at the local, state, provincial, national, and
international levels, for those who advocate for equity, and for relief workers and their
supporters, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
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For those who hunger or thirst, for those who doubt or are terrified, for those who suffer
in body, mind, or spirit, (especially) and for caregivers, that all experience the healing
and comfort given through Christ, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those gathered in this place to hear the gospel and receive the good gifts of God
through Christ Jesus, that guided by the Holy Spirit, we serve our neighbor who is in
need, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for men and women of every time and place who have died in Christ, and
that we follow their examples of faithful living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Almighty God, you have promised to hear those who call upon your name. We commend
all our spoken and silent prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

P God who loves us, who gives us eternal consolation and good hope, comfort your
hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word; and the blessing of almighty
God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you forever.

C Amen.

SENDING SONG: Let All Things Now Living .

All Stand & Sing
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for - ward we trav - el from light in - to light.
God in the high - est, ho - san - na  and praise!”

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company.

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639.

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this 26th Sunday after
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and
that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please
sign our guest register or a visitor’'s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If

you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!”
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex

for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children
(infants through 3 years old) are located in the Education building. Let
an usher know if you need assistance.

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.

PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.
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THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Dianne Lail
in honor of Joel Nichols’ birthday; and by Harold & Jo Singleton in honor of Angela
Singleton Bunney’s birthday.
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them
home, but please return the containers to the church.

Carmen Buell, Worship & Music
Offering and Attendance Report for November 6, 2016:
Attendance: 164

Budget Report November 6, 2016
Current Offering Received $ 6,034.00
Weekly Budgeted Expenses $ 5,019.46
Offering, Year-To-Date (YTD) $ 224,348.52
Offering less Actual Expenses Incurred, YTD $ 11,552.81
Offering less Expenses YTD $ 254791

ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTOR: Jim Buell GREETER: Barbara Kasmer
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: TELLERS: John Koehler,
Volunteers Plus volunteer
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 2) CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Brad & Brandy Milton, Co-Captains Shelia Kelly

Donna Bean

USHERS: Need Volunteers
NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)
Infants: Staff; Toddlers: Volunteers

BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS WEEK: November 13-19
November 16 Dylan Fox

Bob Wiegand ooy
November 18 Brian Achor
November 19 Nathaniel Kearney
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THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:

Today, November 13 Wednesday, November 16
9:30 am Sunday School 6:45 pm Women’s Bible Study
10:10 am Church Choir prep
10:30 am Worship Service Saturday, November 19
Church Council after 10:00 am Kids’Club
4:00 pm Children’s Ensemble Thanksgiving activities &
5:00 pm Handbells devotion in the fellowship
HCY (Holy Comforter Youth) hall .G
6:00 pm Church Choir 1,@?,3“5;#@
& om Wing |
Tuesday, November 15 -
6:00 pm Stewardship Committee Sunday, November 20
7:00 pm Chamber Choir Christ the King Sunday
Nar-Anon Lunch after worship, and then

decorate for Advent & Christmas

BCO NOVEMBER ITEMS OF THE MONTH:

Ingredients for a Thanksgiving meal

One or more of the following:

Frozen turkey Pumpkin pie mix
Dressing mix Instant Potatoes &
Canned beans Sweet potatoes in can
Canned corn Monetary donations

Cranberry sauce

NOTE: Notify Rebecca Yount or Tom Bocchino that you have brought and placed a
frozen turkey in the church’s freezer.
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Prayers FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER
Cathleen Allen Ardean Ewing Holly Peche
Elizabeth Bruchon Dot Holland Sherry Perry
Shirley Causby Zac Hullander Marguerite Shive
Tommy Causby Tom lrwin Denise Taylor
Brenda Dabrowski Chase Lineberger Mark Reese
Shawn De Nicholas Ann Outlaw Beverly Reynolds
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Father Frank Cancro Jeff Lail Capt. Basil Jeff Marett
Parker Holland Jennifer Lineberger Bruce Zander

)

/ OUR SERVICEMEN
Matt Cisek Lt 4 Jason Gardner Dillon Kasmer
Leo Kasmer Tom Kasmer Mike Kelso

OUR MISSIONARY
Alyssa Buchanan in Manzini, Swaziland Africa

Please remember these people in your prayers.
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, please inform the church office.

The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at WWW.hO|VC.OrC].

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012  704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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