Lu’cl-leran Cl‘!urc!'\ of the Holg Com{:ortcr

216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, August 27, 2017

Thc Twcl{:th 5unda3 after Fcntccost

Greg Cline
Organist/Choirmaster

Micah Kearney
Pastor

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Prelude in D MINOr . . ....... .. J. S. Bach

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in
steadfast love.
C Amen.
P Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
P Eternal God our creator,
C inyou we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the
work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts
and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his
sake, God * forgives you all your sins.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: The Church’s One Foundation.......... All Stand and Sing
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion 1is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scom-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toill and ftrib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her <char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,

she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876



GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE Pastor Congregation
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In_ peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cv.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
n Pastor Congregation
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.



Pastor Congregation
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
n Assisting minister
- u |
[ 4% b “
. ° o 1l
Glory to God in the highest, and peace 1o God's peo -ple on carth.
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - 1t,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon.
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.

FIRST READING Isaiah 51:1-6
A reading from the fifty-first chapter of Isaiah.

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now
God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

!Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2L_ook to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when | called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3For the Lorp will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,



her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

“Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
®1 will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
SLift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 138 . . .ottt All Sing

L will give thanks to you, O LoORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
2] will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
SWhen I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
“All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
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>They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
*The LoRD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall
save me.
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O Lorb, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of
your hands.

SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8
A reading from the twelfth chapter of Romans.

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing
lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by this age, but are transformed by the
Spirit’s renewing work. God'’s grace empowers different forms of service among
Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

1| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned. *For as in one body we have many members,
and not all the members have the same function, °so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ®We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ‘ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of ¢ - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah,
the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will
overcome the very gates of Hades.

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” *And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” °He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 18Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.” ’And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. *¥And |
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. °I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated

SERMON . . . Pastor Micah



HYMN OF THE DAY:: Built On a Rock the Church Shall Stand . . . All Stand and Sing
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I Built on a rock the church shall stand, e - ven when stee-ples are

2 Sure - ly, in  tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not

3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab - i -

4  Yet in this house, an earth - ly frame, Je-sus the chil-dren is
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - 'ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing— high in the heav’ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta - tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
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chim-ing and call - ing— call -ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the

tem-ples ex - cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal - va - tion. Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing. Je -sus to us his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev -er - last - ing.

bide with us in love, mak -ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.

midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.

us his cov - ¢ - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMELT HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
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spir -it  with - in me. Cast me not a - way from your
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray,

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.
God our rock, provide a strong foundation for your church on earth. Unite it in joyful
praise, service, and mission. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You make deserts into gardens and the wilderness into Eden. Restore the clean and
pleasant beauty of your creation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You shine the light of justice on the nations. Deliver us quickly from evil, protect the

defenseless, and bring peace to warring lands. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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You renew our minds and transform our bodies. Wait with all who seek a cure or long for
relief from chronic pain. Bring comfort and healing to all who suffer illness in spirit,
mind, or body (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You give gifts to all. Build up this assembly. Increase our generosity, compassion, and
cheerfulness. Lift up from among us prophets, ministers, teachers, and diligent leaders.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your salvation lasts forever. Console us here on earth until we join all who praise you
without end. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the mercy of
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

P May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all
Our min-is - tries are dif - f’rent;our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin - gle great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of oth - ers with God’s sur-pris-ing grace,
We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-ry folk and mna - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

All Stand and Sing

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Twelfth Sunday after

Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and
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that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please
sign our guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with you. If
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!”
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex
for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children
(infants through 3 years old) are located in the Education building. Let
an usher know if you need assistance. o

Oz 48
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KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.

PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.

Offering and Attendance Report for August 20, 2017:
Attendance: 120

Budget Report This Week Year-to-Date

Offering $ 3,706.00 $ 168,759.93

Expenses $ 5,656.42 $184,710.14

Offering less Expenses ($ 1,950.42) ($ 15,950.21)

Budgeted Expenses $ 187,726.09

Offering less Budgeted Expenses ($ 18,966.16)

® L ]
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: August 27-September 2 20000
Today, August 27 Dillon Kasmer August 30 Eric Ange

August 29 Matthew Bruchon September 2 Preston Baker

® L ]
ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTOR: Billy Joye GREETER: Pat Long

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: TELLERS: Janet & Brian Achor
Volunteers
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http://www.holyc.org/

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 4) CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Diann & Dean Halvorson, Co-Captains Jill Cassel, Beka Forst
Carmen Buell Barbara Kasmer

USHERS: Volunteers
NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)
Infants: Staff; Toddlers: Volunteers

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:

Today, Sunday, August 27 Monday, August 28
9:30 am Adult Sunday School First Day of School

10:10 am Church Choir

10:30 am The Service Tuesday, August 29

4:00 pm Chrismon workshop 7:00 pm Chamber Choir
5:00 pm Adult Handbells
6:00 pm Church Choir

Wednesday, August 30
6:45 pm Women’s Bible Study

BCO August ltems of the Month - School Supplies

(=]
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Prayer

f{e%)uests PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER
Cathleen Allen Kay Holden Marguerite Shive
Brenda Dabrowski Dot Holland Denise Taylor
Shawn De Nicholas Zac Hullander Jack Tench
Ardean Ewing Chase Lineberger Beverly Reynolds
Becke Featherstone Holly Peche
Ned Featherstone Sherry Perry

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Marsha Barr Carol Fox Glenda Hinkle
Jeanne Bernhardt Scott Frisk John McDermid
Barbara Bingham Larry “Poss” Garrett Jennifer Lineberger
Midge Cunningham Brandi Hager Anne Murdy
Karen de la Vega Bill Hinkle Karen Wayt

OUR SERVICEMEN (7
Tom Kasmer / Leo Kasmer

- '-.\'l
Please remember these people in your prayers.
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,
please inform the church office.

The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org
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Welcome back from your summer fun!
School begins Monday and Rally Day is September 10.

Sundays:

5:00 pm Adult Handbells

6:00 pm Church Choir

Tuesdays:

7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Nar-Anon

Wednesdays:
6:45 pm Women'’s Bible Study

Kids’ Club: September 15-16 for a Lock-In (details later)
Children’s Ensemble: September 10 at 4:00 pm

HCY (Holy Comforter Youth): September 10 for dinner and activities
September 17 for Laser Tag (details later)

Our college students are off for a new adventure...Blessings and best wishes!
Committee meetings resume (dates & times in newsletters and bulletins)
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http://mshuntersclassroom.wikispaces.com/Book+in+a+Bag-+Reading+Homework
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager

19


mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

