Lu’cl-leran Cl‘nurch of the Holg Com{:ortcr

216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, September 30, 2018

The Ninctccnth 5unda3 after Fcntccost

Greg Cline
Organist/Choirmaster

Micah Kearney
Pastor

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Allegro from Symphony No.1,0pus68...................... Brahms

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the * holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one
who reforms us again and again.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Source of all life,
C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we
are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect
others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for
what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
P God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the
world. Our sins are forgiven, ++ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as
God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: God of Grace and God of Glory

All Stand & Sing
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I God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - 1y;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo -rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -1y ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac -ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.

for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.

lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.

serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wﬁgm we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932




GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE Pastor Congregation
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
[ Q I
P IG"
o
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Pastor Congregation
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.



Pastor Congregation
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Pastor
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the prayers of your people. Be our
strong defense against all harm and danger, that we may live and grow in faith and hope,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon.
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.

FIRST READING Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
A reading from the eleventh chapter of Numbers.

What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading.
God provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful?
God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy
in the power of God'’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?

“The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and
said, “If only we had meat to eat! *We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; Sbut now our
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

O\oses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of
their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 'So Moses
said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found
favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? *?Did | conceive all
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this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their
ancestors’? *Where am | to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!” 1*l am not able to carry all this people alone, for they
are too heavy for me. ©°If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at
once—if | have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”

18350 the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom
you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.”

2450 Moses went out and told the people the words of the LorD; and he gathered
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. °Then the LoRD came
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put
it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they
did not do so again.

26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and
the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to
the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 2’And a young man ran and told Moses,
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 2 And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant
of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 2°But Moses said to
him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s people were prophets, and
that the LORD would put his spirit on them!”

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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"The teaching of the LoRD is perfect and re- | vives the soul;

the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart;

the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever;

the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether.
®More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,

sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.
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1By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
12Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults.
B3Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion |
over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense.
14_et the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in
your sight,
O LoRD, my strength and | my redeemer.

SECOND READING James 5:13-20
A reading from the fifth chapter of James.

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need,
celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins
to one another, and offering forgiveness to each other.

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing
songs of praise. *Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. ®The
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has
committed sins will be forgiven. *Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective. Y’Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. ¥Then he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought
back by another, 2%you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering
will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Mark 9:38-50

P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service
and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as
to others.

38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and
we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” **But Jesus said, “Do not stop
him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to
speak evil of me. “®Whoever is not against us is for us. “*For truly I tell you, whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means
lose the reward.

2“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. “*If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for
you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable
fire. ®And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. #’And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, *where their worm never dies, and the fire is
never quenched.

49“For everyone will be salted with fire. >°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated

SERMON ... Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.



HYMN OF THE DAY: Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
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1 Where cross the crowd -ed ways of  life, where sound the
2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The cup of wa - ter giv'n  for you still holds  the
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self - ish strife, we hear your wvoice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil.
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion in your face.
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5 O Master, from the mountainside

6 Till all the world shall learn your love,

make haste to heal these hearts of pain;

among these restless throngs abide;

oh, tread the city’s streets again;

Text: Frank M. North, 1850-1935, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

and follow where your feet have trod;
till glorious from your heav’n above
shall come the city of our God.



APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: My Soul Proclaims .. .................... Church Choir

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: AsSaintsofOld ................... All Stand & Sing
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1 Assaints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bringour best to - day
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to God, the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and  share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
The church of Christ is call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O  God, who gave your - self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in  Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work is done.

Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.
Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray,

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s beloved creation.

A brief silence.
Gracious God, you gather together people of faith in every time and every place to be the
risen body of Christ in the world. Enliven the church to nourish its members, to love the
earth, and to serve its neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Creative God, you weave together the fabric of the universe. Forests and fields bear the
banner of your abundance. Give us wisdom and discernment to be good stewards of our
resources. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you bless people with intelligence and compassion. Inspire citizens to
raise up good leaders who seek peace and reconciliation among nations and who long to
repair the world. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, you house the homeless, free the captive, and heal the sick. Make our hands
your hands in service to strangers and friends. We pray especially for . . . . Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Welcoming God, you have given us to each other in this congregation. Make us glad to
receive those you send to us and ready to receive their unique gifts and perspectives.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In every time and place you raise up witnesses who testify to your love and tender mercy.
We remember with thanksgiving all who made your word known in the world. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

P God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the
world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
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SENDING SONG: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing . .......... All Stand & Sing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us

with your bless-ing, fill

our hearts with joy and peace;
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2 Thankswe give and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

SENDING

P Go in peace. Sound the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil -der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639
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A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us
and that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.
Please sign our guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with
you. If you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this
family of God.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children
come to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found
in the Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for
children (infants through 3 years old) are in the Education building. Let an
usher know if you need assistance.

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.

PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.
Offering and Attendance Report for September 23, 2018:

Attendance: 141

Budget Report This Week Year-to-Date
Offering $12,031.00 $ 200,516.03
Expenses $ 5,551.17 $204,910.53
Offering less Expenses $ 6,479.83 (3 4,394.50)
Expected Budgeted Expenses $210,680.24
Offering less Budgeted Expenses ($ 10,164.21)

‘NOTE: No Sunday service on 9/16/18

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: September 30-October 6:
October 1 Ellen Fleming October 4 Mark Reese I
Andres Mendez October 5 Larry Siglar

October 2 Garrett Buell bIRTHDﬁYS

f "rf Neef
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ASSISTING MINISTERS:
LECTOR: Teresa Keller

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:
Volunteers

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 3)
Fran Holland & Tracey Nault, Co-Captains
Katie Kessen Rebecca Yount

NURSERY: (10:30-11:45 am)
Katie Kessen

GREETER: Sue Lahr

TELLERS: Shelia Kelly
Tim Kelly

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Jenn Kearney

FLUTE: Julia Gunter

USHERS: Volunteers

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Sunday, September 30
8:45 am Children’s Ensemble
9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir prep
10:30 am The Service
Noisy Offering
12 Noon-2:00 pm Flu Vaccine Clinic
5:00 pm Handbells
6:00 pm Church Choir

Tuesday, October 2
7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Nar-Anon

Wednesday, October 3
6:45 pm Women’s Bible Study

The Offertory Anthem is based on Luke 1:46b-55. The choir will be introducing
selections from our next evening Vespers service entitled Behold Our Light. We will
learn this new liturgy this fall, using this service of light on Wednesday evenings during

the season of Advent.

Children and youth grade 4 and up may register for handbell ensemble this fall. This
group will accompany the evening Vespers service during Advent. Register today. We
will meet briefly after worship on Sunday, October 14 to determine rehearsal dates in
October and November. Questions? Contact Greg Cline.



Hosted by the Parish Nurse and Health Ministry committee, there will be a flu vaccine
clinic today, September 30, 2018 from 12-2 after the worship service. Flu shots will be
$30 if you have no insurance. If you DO have insurance that is approved by the clinic
organization, they will bill it for you. If your insurance is NOT one that is approved, you
will pay, they will give you a receipt, and you'll submit it to your insurance company for
reimbursement.

FROM YOUR PARISH NURSE - A WORD OF CAUTION! When you see offers for
services like Life Line Screening (screens for life-threatening conditions like stroke,
aneurysm, heart attack) or stem cell treatments, please be aware that | do NOT
recommend them. Medical screening, in the absence of symptoms, is not helpful and
can lead to unnecessary distress, expense, and physical harm. People have been
subjected to unneeded surgery as a follow up to a test result that looked suspicious but
was just a normal genetic variation. In the case of stem cell treatments, most are a
scam. The only stem cell-based products that are FDA approved for use consist of stem
cells derived from human umbilical cord blood. and are only approved for treating some
leukemias. Even trusted, board-certified physicians (including one of mine) are offering
stem cell treatments, so be careful and do some research before falling prey to
something potentially harmful.
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Cathleen Allen Jo Irwin Scott Schaumburg
Cynthia Buchanan Ben Moose Marguerite Shive
Carmen Buell Holly Peche Denise Taylor
Brenda Dabrowski Sherry Perry Beverly Reynolds
Becke Featherstone Pat Roberson Jerri Wesson

Zac Hullander Kathie Schaumburg

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Bobbie Bingham Brandi Hager Anne Murdy
Amy Beale Blythe Ruth Lail George Rogers
Doug Brewer Beverly Lineberger Tommy Smith
Karen de la Vega Jennifer Lineberger Brody Thornburg
Carol Fox Ronnie Lunsford Dennis Yates
Larry “Poss” Garrett Clarence McLain

OUR SERVICEMEN

"4 Beau Carroll Tom Kasmer Leo Kasmer  Colton Parker

Please remember these people in your prayers.
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,
please inform the church office.
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org.
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Lﬁ Holy Doodles
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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