Luthcran C[‘IUI’CI“! of the Ho'y Com{:orl:cr

216 N Main Street L] Belmontj NC 28012 @ Sunday, August Hﬁ‘) 2022 @

Tenth 5undag after Fentecost

WELCOME
PRELUDE: Long Awaited arr. Hansen

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,- one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us
again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.

P Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in
granting pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You
are free to love as God loves.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Faith of Our Fathers All Stand & Sing
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fire, and sword. Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy

con - science free; and blest would be their chil - dren’s fate
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when-e’er we hear that glo - rious word.
if they, like them, should die for thee. Faith of our fa - thers,
by sav-ing word and faith - ful life.
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 18141863, alt.
Music: ST. CATHERINE, Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, refrain
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

0
[ 1
o > e ———— z 1
o
and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
L Q 1
1}
- 1l
C t%%ﬁ [ ] A = 1l
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
L
- iy & "% ] &> > & [#]
P J

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,



Pastor Congregation
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Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

As31st1ng minister
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your
zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed,
and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:23-29
A reading from Jeremiah, twenty-third chapter.

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God'’s judgment, he suffers
rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who
speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One
is like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

ZAm 1 a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 2*Who can hide in secret
places so that | cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says

the Lord. 2°I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name,
saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” ?®How long? Will the hearts of the prophets
ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own
heart? 2’ They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one
another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. %Let the prophet who has a
dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What
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has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. ?°Is not my word like fire, says
the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29-12:2
A reading from Hebrews, the eleventh chapter.

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical
heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life
faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of
faithful endurance.

9By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. *°By faith the walls of Jericho fell after
they had been encircled for seven days. 3By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with
those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—3*who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of
lions, 3*quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. **Women received their
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a
better resurrection. 3®Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 3 They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted,
tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

%9yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, *°since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from
us, be made perfect.

1Z1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -1le - Iu - 1a.
GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of
obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility
and rejection, even from those they love.

[Jesus said:] “*“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already

kindled! *°I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it
is completed! Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! ®2From now on five in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; >3they will be divided:

father against son

and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

*He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. *>And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. *®You hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know
how to interpret the present time?”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.



Congregation is seated.
SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Thy Strong Word Stand & Sing
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia  with-out end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869—-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House



APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.
Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to serving
your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, and bless
the work of our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Avrise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural
disasters. Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life
and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them a
desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are
vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by racist
discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated against based on their
gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that degrade our fellow
human beings. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating with
those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep. In our joy and in our tears, be near
us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who have gone
before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in
you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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ORGAN OFFERTORY: God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me
The congregation stands and joins in on final verse
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1 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
2 Bind to my-self the name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit - ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light - ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour-ney, go - ing a-head to
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that
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es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit- ness:
strength of wind, depth of the sea to  soil of plan - et:
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all ways:

hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
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(0] Christ, sur - round me; 0] Christ, sur - round me.

Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967
Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.
C God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on

your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the
good of all, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE Pastor Congregation
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.
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LAMBOF GOD . ... All Sing
. I i i I T Pa— . 3 .
b s
~Y Z- = 2z —1 @ T .
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0 u . . .
)" A . 1T N y I | | I s y I N y
y i S — - — —— | — d—
Oo"——« P
\\av = (7 | 7 R B ——
v & , &
us Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
e e ——r
o W L 7 B— i < 2 7 —— { 1
A \av | 7o T o & 1 1 — —
J | — 1 ' L
mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
_Q_gu — . ! S f T f N I .
I I I I {1 o ] | I r 4 I I I
(710 S [7) o (71D r. & | |
<1 e e 7 S— O
J f T = o
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Before the Waters Nourished Earth All Sing
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Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm, b. 1961
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish melody
Text © 1996 Jeannette M. Lindholm, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Life-giving God,

C through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show

you the path of life this day and always.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: Lead on, O King Eternal

Stand & Sing
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2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong;
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Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917
Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

SENDING
P Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE: A Psalm of Praise Martin

** Thanks to our Lector, Jim Buell.
** Qur altar flowers are given by Shelia Kelly in glory to God and in celebration of

Grayson Kelly’s birthday.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639
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""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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