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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
● 216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, September 29, 2019 ● 

 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline 

Pastor                                                                           Organist/Choirmaster 

 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE:  Voluntary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Burkhart 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our ancestors, the host of this 

meal, the builder of the city that is to come. 

C    Amen. 

P    Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism 

and confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P    God our helper, 

C   we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We have not 

finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. We 

have been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious God. Refresh 

our hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P    There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these promises: 

God will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the 

sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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GREETING 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 

    

      A  

     

     

  

      C 

 

 

 

      A 

  

 

 

      C 

 

 

 

      A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      C 

 

 

 

      A 

  



4 

 

                                        Assistant                                      Congregation 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

THIS IS THE FEAST 
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SALUTATION 

P    The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P    Let us pray. 

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with 

your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen.                                

Congregation is seated and are invited to 

sing “Jesus Loves Me” as the children come forward. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                  Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

A reading from the sixth chapter of Amos. 

 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-
minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children 
will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 
years-old are invited to join others their age in the nursery. 
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The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but 

rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the 

poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes. 

 

 1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, 

  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 

 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 

  and lounge on their couches, 

 and eat lambs from the flock, 

  and calves from the stall; 

 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 

  and like David improvise on instruments of music; 

 6who drink wine from bowls, 

  and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 

  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 

 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 

  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                                   1 Timothy 6:6-19 

A reading from the sixth chapter of 1 Timothy. 

 

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for 

daily life. His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 
 

6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought 

nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and 

clothing, we will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into 

temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into 

ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 

eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many pains. 

  11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal 

life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the 
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presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of 

Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 

charge you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the 

blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has 

immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; 

to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

  17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to 

set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, 

and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 

the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                       Luke 16:19-31 

P    The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away 

empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as 

Moses and the prophets. 

 

[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 

feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered 

with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; 

even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away 
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by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and 

was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he 

looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his 

side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 

send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham 

said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 

your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but 

now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all 

this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to 

pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, 

‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—

that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 
29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He 

said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

All are seated. 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing                                                          
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
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 he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 

world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Watch over the church, O God, so that we place your good news above all worldly gain. 

Deliver us from the temptations of comfort and complacency. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Watch over your creation, especially the life-giving water that sustains us. Heal oceans, 

rivers, and lakes around the world. Where drought and floods make turmoil of our settled 

ways, give strength for healing and rebuilding in affected communities. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Watch over the nations. Lead us away from fear and hatred. Show us instead how to 

welcome the stranger, give shelter to those fleeing violence, and provide food to those 

who are impoverished. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Watch over those in any need. Have mercy on those who are grieving, suffering, lost, 

lonely, oppressed, underemployed, and imprisoned (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Watch over all caregivers. Give strength to those who attend to relatives, serve the sick, 

minister to prisoners, and bring food or communion to the homebound. May they bring 

joy to those they visit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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We give you thanks for the saints and their models of faithful living. Give us hope as we 

look toward the day when we will join them in your eternal presence. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Sing a New Song Unto the Lord . . . . . . . . . . . Church Choir  

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing 

out of it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and 

with them the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

                                         Pastor                                           Congregation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor 

 

 

 

Cong. 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 



13 

 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION 

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of 

the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Beautiful Savior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Sing 
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P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A     Let us pray, 

C     God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of 

Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with 

your goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P     Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in 

us. Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. 

C    Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  For the Beauty of the Earth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 
 

SENDING  

A     Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
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A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this The Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us 
and that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.  Please 
sign our guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you.  If 
you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of 
God.  
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!” 
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for older 
toddlers through early elementary age. A nursery for children (infants through 3 years 
old) is in the Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the tote 
bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the narthex. 
The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please fill 
out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org. 
 
Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, September 22, 2019: 
Attendance: 122 
 
Budget Report        This Week              Year-to-Date       (Unfavorable) 
Offering         $  6,375.00    $216,325.77  (  1,999.51) 
Expenses         $  5,774.35    $218,027.14  (     298.14) 
Offering less Expenses      ($     600.65)   ($    1,701.37)           (   1,701.37)   

 
Sanctuary Roof and HVAC Status as Of: 9/22/19 
Goal:   $225,000 
Received to Date:    164,570 
Additional Amounts Promised:   35,000 
Remaining Needed:                $ 25,430  
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 
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ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Judy Caldwell     GREETER: Volunteer 
 
ACOLYTE: Eva Kline     TELLERS:  Rochelle Potter 
               Danny Potter 
CRUCIFER: Arden De Nicholas                
      
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 2)     CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
Brad Milton, Co-Captain     Jenn Kearney 
Brandy Milton, Co-Captain     
Donna Bean     Beverly Robinson   NURSERY: (10:30-11:45 am) 
      Katie Howard 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:    
Volunteers     USHERS: Volunteers    
 
EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:  Volunteers   
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Jo Singleton 
in honor of Ashley Bunney and Harold Singleton’s birthdays. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them home, 
but please return the containers to the church. 

         
         Julia Gunter, Worship & Music Committee 

 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS WEEK: September 29-October 5 
September 30   Claire Mitchell 
October 1   Ellen Fleming 
           Andres Mendez 

October 2   Garrett Buell 
October 4   Mark Reese 
October 5   Larry Siglar 

 
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, September 29   Tuesday, October 1 
  8:45 am   Children’s Ensemble    7:00 pm   Chamber Choir 
  9:30 am   Sunday School            Nar-Anon 
10:10 am   Church Choir prep      
10:30 am   The Service w/Holy Communion  Wednesday, October 2 
                  Noisy Offering      6:45 pm   HCY Girls’ Bible Study 
  5:00 pm   Handbells            (Upstairs) 
  6:00 pm   Church Choir      6:45 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
              (Downstairs) 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
 

Cathleen Allen 
Cynthia Buchanan 
Shirley Causby 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Becke Featherstone 

Ellen Fleming 
Sarah Tench Helms 
Kay Holden 
Zac Hullander 
Ben Moose 

Sherry Perry 
Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Beverly Reynolds 
Jerri & Mike Wesson 

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Margaret Barbee 
Mike Barbee 
Sue Barbee 
Amy Beale Blythe 
Doug Brewer 
Ron de la Vega 
Nancy Dickson 
Carol Fox 
Earl Gardner 

Larry “Poss” Garrett 
Meredith Hovis 
Danny Huss 
Steve Leonard 
Ruth Lyerly 
Jane Marino 
Al McCoy 
Clarence McLain 
Lyle McNamara 

Pat Mullen 
Anne Mundy 
Linda Nichols 
Robert Nichols 
Sarah Nichols 
Tommy Smith 
Brody Thornburg 
Jeff Wiles 
 

 
OUR SERVICEMEN 

 
Beau Carroll         Tom Kasmer         Leo Kasmer         Colton Parker 

 
Please remember these people in your prayers. 

If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 
please inform the church office. 

The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org. 
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 How To Treat a Cold or Flu – Do You Take Over-the-counter 

Drugs?  Obviously, the desire to treat symptoms comes with the 

severity of the symptoms – if you’re not feeling too bad, you probably 

won’t turn to OTC drugs but if you’re really miserable, you’ll be more 

likely to want something to help you feel more comfortable.  So what 

do you take?  Decongestants – most OTC cold products contain 

pseudoephedrine (which is a controlled substance) and produce a 

decrease in congestion.  But side affects are nervousness, dizziness, and 

increased blood pressure.  Expectorants – Guaifenesin is the only expectorant that’s 

available as an OTC and it helps to thin the secretions so you can clear them easier.  

However, drinking plenty of fluids will do the same thing for you.  Antitussives – 

Dextromethorphan is a cough suppressant found in most cold products but it can cause 

drowsiness, nausea, constipation, confusion, agitation, nervousness, and can become 

habit-forming.  Antihistamines – diphenhydramine and chlorpheniramine are commonly 

used in OTC preparations and help to reduce sneezing and stuffiness but they can cause 

drowsiness, urinary retention, dry mouth and dry eyes.  Analgesics/Antipyretics – OTC 

cold meds often contain aspirin or acetaminophen.  Be careful of the doses in the meds 

and don’t take additional aspirin or acetaminophen if you take one of these products.  The 

moral of the story?  These products may help you suffer through the symptoms but good 

old chicken soup, fluids and rest will do you more good and have no side effects! 

 

NOTE:  The Health Ministry has two offerings available to you soon…P.E.P. and a 

luncheon workshop called “Getting Your House in Order.”  Find more information on the 

Health Ministry bulletin board in the education wing.  No sign-up is needed for P.E.P. – 

just show up when, and as often, as you can!  You DO need to sign up for the other – just 

so we can get a good count for food and notebooks.  No cost for either offering.  Come 

join us! 

 

INVITATION:  Are you interested in health issues?  Do you have concern over the care 

and support of our members when they are ill or dealing with health episodes?  We would 

like to invite you to join the Health Ministry.  We only meet quarterly – wow! – and the 

work we do is fun so please consider joining us. 

 

FOR EITHER OF THE ABOVE, feel free to call the Parish Nurse, Teresa Keller, at 717-

329-8507 or email her at parishnurse0407@gmail.com with any questions or to sign up! 

 

 

 

mailto:parishnurse0407@gmail.com
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 
 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday, 8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MKearney@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 

Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse 
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