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WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: BrightestandBest............ ... .. .. ... ..., Morning Star

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends
light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Loving God,
C we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive
us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at
all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we
have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves
than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again
as your children. Amen.
P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed
up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved
children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ++ Jesus Christ

our Savior.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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Songs of thank-ful - ness

and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to

thee we raise;

2 Man - 1i- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su-preme;
3 Man -i- fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod -y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -i - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man -i - fest;
man - i - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in flesh made man-i - fest
an-thems be  to thee ad-dressed, ’

and may praise thee,
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Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622—1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
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All Stand & Sing



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,



Assistant Congregation
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend ws, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
Assisting minister
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join  in the
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mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - e - -iao Al-le - lu - ia
SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Congregation is seated and invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-
minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children
will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3
years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.
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FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5
A reading from the first chapter of Genesis.

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This
familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their
history. It remains good news for any person living in the chaos and darkness of despair.
God created and continues to create new life.

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. *And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. *God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Acts 19:1-7
A reading from the nineteenth chapter of Acts.

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but
had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them with gifts of the Spirit.

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there
is a Holy Spirit.” *Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered,
“Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” *On hearing
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. *When Paul had laid his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
"altogether there were about twelve of them.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL VERSE
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GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11

P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Gilory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. °Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals. 81 have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

%In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. °And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. ! And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON . . . Pastor Micah



HYMN OF THE DAY: Baptized and Set Free

All Stand & Sing
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1 We are peo - ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and were nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ter, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent - ly, in mer - cy and love.

Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We gath-er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all  will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv - er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b.

1956

Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.
For the church and the ministry of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will teach all people
to forgive sins, ending violence and ushering in peace throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the earth and all living things, for favorable weather, for plants and animals, that you
will cause all creation to thrive in the care of good stewards, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the leaders of national and local governments, agencies, and organizations, for areas
of the world suffering from war, that you will bless all people with plenty, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the sick and suffering, the imprisoned and hungry, the lonely and grieving
(especially), that Christ our great physician will soothe and console all in need, let us
pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For our local community, and for this congregation, that in our joys and sorrows we
remember that we are God’s beloved children, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith, both distant and near, who have taught us to
believe the good news of Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.



Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the
sake of the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our
possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your
justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

0 Pastor Congregation
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PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled
with light and life.

C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.
COMMUNION

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of
the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart . . All Sing
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1 Spir - it of God, de - scend up - on my heart;
2 1 ask  no dream, no proph - et ec - sta - sies,
3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
4 Teach me to love you as your an - gels love,
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one ho - ly pas - sion fill - ing all my  frame:
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Continues on next page...
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stoop to my  weak - ness, strength to me im - part,
no an - gel vis - i - tantt, no  op - 'ning skies;
I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
the bap - tism of the heav’'n - de - scend - ed dove,
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and make me love you as I ought to love.
but take the dim - ness of my soul a - way.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!
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Text: George Croly, 1780-1860
Music: MORECAMBE, Frederick C. Atkinson, 1841-1897

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray,

C O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly
food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—
that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and
forever. Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your

path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the = Son, and the Holy Spirit, be

upon you and remain with you always.
C Amen.
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SENDING SONG: Go, My Children, with My Blessing . .......... All Stand & Sing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
0 4 ,
(D" ] I L I I | K | [ | L ]
[ 40 | N I I I | 1Y | f [ I | N ]
@ e g | o
i - &
Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er [ have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

SENDING
A Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639
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A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and that
you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please sign our
guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with you. If you are
without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of God.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!”
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for

older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children (infants &Y mv,‘ 2
through 3 years old) are in the Education building. Let an usher know if Z
you need assistance. o

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the tote
bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the narthex.
The children may take any papers home with them.

PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please fill
out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.

Offering and Attendance Report for October December 31, 2017:
Attendance: 58

Budget Report This Week Year-to-Date

Offering $ 5,709.00 $282,801.34

Expenses $ 5.,656.42 $284,253.98

Offering less Expenses $ 58.58 ($ 1,452.64)

Budgeted Expenses $ 294,666.06

Offering less Budgeted Expenses ($ 11,864.72)

[ L ]
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: January 7-13

January 9 Chuck Kimball January 13 Abbey Kowalewski

January 10 Charles Mauney
Brandy Milton
Becky Richards
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ASSISTING MINISTERS:
LECTOR: Billy Joye

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:
Volunteers

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 4)
Carmen Buell, Captain
Dean Halvorson

Diann Halvorson

Barbara Kasmer

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:
Volunteers

EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:
Volunteers

GREETER: Katie Kessen

TELLERS: Amanda Kelly
Nathan Kelly

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Beka Forst

NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)
Infants: Staff; Toddlers: Volunteers

USHERS: Volunteers

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Today, January 7

9:30 am Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir

10:30 am The Service w/Holy Communion

4:00 pm Children’s Ensemble
5:00 pm Handbells

HCY meets at the church
6:00 pm Church Choir

Tuesday, January 9
7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Nar-Anon

Wednesday, January 10
6:45 pm Women’s Bible Study

Friday, January 12
6:00 pm National Youth Gathering
meeting at the church

Saturday, January 13
6:00 pm Staying Connected meets

ﬁ at Doffers Canteen, in
i I‘J

i Cramerton to plan for 2018

NOTE: Sunday, January 14 our Holy C Youth will collect items for the
Gaston Co. Animal Shelter. Items needed: Pet supplies including toys,

blankets, food, etc.



Cathleen Allen
Carmen Buell
Brenda Dabrowski
Ardean Ewing
Becke Featherstone
Ned Featherstone
Dot Holland

Jeanne Bernhardt
Barbara Bingham
Amy Beale Blythe
Doug Brewer

Karen de la Vega

Beau Carroll

Tom Kasmer

Zac Hullander
Jo Irwin

Chuck Kimball & Family

Vivian Lane
Chase Lineberger
Holly Peche
Sherry Perry

Carol Fox

Larry “Poss” Garrett
Brandi Hager

John McDermid
Clarence McLain

Leo Kasmer

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

©)
OUR SERVICEMEN ¢
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Please remember these people in your prayers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Marguerite Shive
Ron Speck

Denise Taylor

Jack Tench

Beverly Reynolds
Kathie Schaumburg
Jerri Wesson

Jennifer Lineberger
Anne Murdy

Brody Thornburg
Dennis Yates

Colton Parker

If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,

please inform the church office.

The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org
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The congregational meeting will be held January 21.

earching for
Volunteers

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2018

If you are willing to serve as a Greeter, Lector, Usher, Eucharist Presenter OR help in
the nursery for the 2018 year, please sign your name on the sign-up sheet for each
position you are volunteering for. Each volunteer position is listed on a separate clipboard.
The clipboards are in the narthex. If willing to volunteer for the whole month, then sign
your name at each date for that month. The chief lector will serve on festival Sundays.
To help with the nursery, contact Beka.

Holy Comforter is starting a new Men’s Group!
The group will focus on Service both to Holy C and the surrounding community.

An initial monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, February 1 at 7:00 pm at Holy
Comforter to gather for introductions, fellowship and to inventory the gifts we have.
Then we can discuss how and where to deploy them.

Any and all of you gifted guys are welcome-from Accountants to Woodworkers,
Plumbers, Pruners, and Pickup owners.

Come and join us!

The National Youth Gathering is exactly what it sounds like,
30,000 + youth will gather in Houston.
We are excited to serve, worship and gather in large community.

58 \-\\S—
1 S There are 171 days till our group
‘0\'\%;‘?-%\-\\“9' of 7 travels to Houston!
eV ’ For more information or looking to help,
‘ talk to Beka.

oatH
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PB&J CAMPAIGN

The North Carolina Guardian ad Litem Program is conducting its annual Peanut Butter
& Jelly Campaign. Peanut butter is something all food banks need. The collection of jelly
was added because we were all once children, and we fondly remember peanut butter &
jelly sandwiches as a staple of a happy childhood.

Please place your donations of peanut butter and/or jelly in the labeled box located
in the fellowship hall. Your donations will be taken to the Guardian ad Litem office in the
Gaston County courthouse. Donations will then be distributed to the food banks in the
county.

Peanut

Butter
&Jelly

The collection of peanut butter and jelly runs through January 12. Campaign

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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