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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
216 N. Main Street   ●   Belmont, NC   28012   ●   Sunday, August 19, 2018 

 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline 

Pastor                                                                          Organist/Choirmaster 

   
GATHERING /WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE:  Trumpet Voluntary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pavlechko 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love. 

C    Amen. 

P    Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. 

                                     Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P     Eternal God our creator, 

C    in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the 

work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses and cleanse us from proud thoughts 

and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P    Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his 

sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Voices Raised to You We Offer . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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GREETING 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                              
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                              Assistant                                             Congregation 

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY             

P     Let us pray. 

Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us 

with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his 

risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen. 

 

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                       Proverbs 9:1-6 

A reading from Proverbs, the ninth chapter. 

 

Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as 

ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and understanding—

is necessary for fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s banquet is the way to 

life. 

 

 1Wisdom has built her house, 

  she has hewn her seven pillars. 

 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 

  she has also set her table. 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-
minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children 
will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 
years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries. 

 



6 

 

 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 

  from the highest places in the town, 

 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” 

  To those without sense she says, 

 5“Come, eat of my bread 

  and drink of the wine I have mixed. 

 6Lay aside immaturity, and live, 

  and walk in the way of insight.” 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 34:9-14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 
 

9Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD, 

  for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing. 

 10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger, 

  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good. 

 11Come, children, and lis- | ten to me; 

  I will teach you reverence | for the LORD. 

 12Who among you takes plea- | sure in life 

  and desires long life to en- | joy prosperity? 

 13Keep your | tongue from evil 

  and your lips from | lying words. 

 14Turn from evil | and do good; 

  seek peace | and pursue it. 

 

SECOND READING                                           Ephesians 5:15-20 

A reading from Ephesians, the fifth chapter. 

 

True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily 

conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give 

thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
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15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of 

the time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 

the Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the 

Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and 

making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times 

and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                       John 6:51-58 

P     The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which 

Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a 

connection that would not be understood until after his death, in light of the church’s 

celebration of holy communion. 

 

[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 

bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

  52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 

flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh 

and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my 

flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my 

blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of 

the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came 
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down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who 

eats this bread will live forever.” 

 

P    The gospel of the Lord. 

C    Praise to you, O Christ.             

 

Congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  You Satisfy My Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY: Thy Word . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church Choir 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Create In Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in our loving and almighty God who abundantly provides the bread of life to all 

who hunger, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

O Lord, you build your church, the body of Christ, and sustain it with living bread. Let 

wisdom guide your church, and teach all its members the way of righteousness. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, bless the work of musicians, composers, writers, and all artists. Move us to even 

greater praise through their gifts of creativity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, we thank you for the diversity of the nations. Shower your wisdom and mercy 

upon all leaders and citizens. Give us all the courage to seek peace and pursue it. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, send calm and perseverance to those who are in trouble or who live daily with 

great stress. Fill them with your Spirit and satisfy them with your presence (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



11 

 

O Lord, we thank you for this congregation. Give us gratitude for the many blessings we 

enjoy, and inspire us to give thanks at all times. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, we bless you for family, friends, and sisters and brothers in Christ who have 

guided us in wisdom and insight. Lead us into peace with all people until the day of 

Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty and loving God, we look to you in hope and trust, knowing that you will do far 

more than we can ask or imagine, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P     May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C    Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  In Thee Is Gladness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING 

A     Go in Peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Jubilee Suite Promenade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Young 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Thirteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and that 
you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please sign our 
guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If you are 
without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of God. 
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come 
to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the 
Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children 
(infants through 3 years old) are in the Education building. Let an usher know 
if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return 
the tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the 
stand in the narthex. The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please fill 
out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org. 
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Donna Bean. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them home, 
but please return the containers to the church. 
                     Carmen Buell, Worship & Music 
 
Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, August 12, 2018: 
Attendance: 129 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 
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Budget Report             August 12, 2018        Year-to-Date 
Offering               $   6,431.00  $ 168,231.03 
Expenses    $   5,551.17  $ 171,579.82 
Offering less Expenses             $      879.83            ($     3,348.79)              

Expected (Budgeted) Expenses               $ 177,901.88 

Offering less Budgeted Expenses                               ($     9,670.85)   
   
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Brian Achor     GREETER: Pat Long 
 
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:        TELLERS:  Janet & Brian Achor 
Volunteers               
      CHILDREN’S CHURCH:         
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 4)     Carmen & Arden De Nicholas 
Carmen Buell, Captain      
Dean & Dian Halvorson     NURSERY: (10:30-11:45 am) 
Barbara Kasmer     Lauren Shoemaker 
 
USHERS: Volunteers 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS WEEK: August 19-25 
August 21   Andrew Robinson 
August 22   Becke Featherstone 
           Allison Wallace 

 
 

 
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, August 19    Wednesday, August 22: 
  9:30 am   Adult Sunday School      7:00 pm   Social Ministry meeting 
10:10 am   Church Choir  
10:30 am   The Service  
  6:00 pm   Church Choir 
 
Tuesday, August 21: 
  7:00 pm   Chamber Choir 
                  Christian Ed meets 
       Nar-Anon 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
 

Cathleen Allen 
Carmen Buell 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Becke Featherstone 
Zac Hullander 
Jo Irwin 

Ben Moose 
Holly Peche 
Sherry Perry 
Pat Roberson 
Kathie Schaumburg 
Scott Schaumburg 

Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Beverly Reynolds 
Jerri Wesson

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Bobbie Bingham 
Amy Beale Blythe 
Doug Brewer 
Karen de la Vega 
Carol Fox 
Larry “Poss” Garrett 

Brandi Hager 
Ruth Lail 
Beverly Lineberger 
Jennifer Lineberger 
Ronnie Lunsford 
Clarence McLain 

Anne Murdy 
George Rogers 
Tommy Smith 
Brody Thornburg 
Dennis Yates

OUR SERVICEMEN 
 

               Beau Carroll      Tom Kasmer      Leo Kasmer      Colton Parker 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 

please inform the church office. 
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org.  
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Holy Doodles 
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Children’s Church & 
Nursery Volunteers Needed! 

 

Contact Beka at 
rforst@holyc.org. 
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We hope to replenish our craft room and stock the Sunday school rooms for the 

coming Sunday School year. Listed below are items needed. 
You may drop off your contributions at Beka’s desk. 

 
 
 
 
 

Glue bottles and Sticks 

Washable paints (green, blue, red, purple, yellow, black, orange, pink, brown) 

 

Water color paints 

Paint brushes (sponge brushes and regular brushes) 

 

Markers 

Colored pencils 

Construction paper 

Scissors 

Hot glue sticks 
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Sunday, September 9th 
Rally Day Breakfast at 9:00 am 

Abbreviated worship at 
10:00 am 
Depart for 

Service projects 
at 10:30 am 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday  8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 

Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MicahKearney@gmail.com 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 

 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

