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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
216 N. Main Street   ●   Belmont, NC   28012   ●   Sunday, January 20, 2019 

 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline 

Pastor                                                                          Organist/Choirmaster 

   
GATHERING /WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE:  I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ylvisaker 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us, who redeems 

us and calls us, who unites us and sends us. 

C    Amen. 

P    Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

P     Mighty and loving God, 

C    we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own 

way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the 

words of our mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled 

with faith, hope, and love. Amen. 

P    Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the 

captives.” In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven 

and you are released. The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

are yours forever. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 

 
 

 

 

PRESENTATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 

raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 

of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life 

of the world. 
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The presiding minister addresses parents: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 

Grayson Timothy Kelly baptized into Christ? 

 

Response: 

I do. 

 

As you bring Grayson to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with him among God's faithful people, 

 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

 so that Grayson may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Grayson grow in the Christian faith and life? 

 

Response: 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Grayson by praying for him in his new life in 

Christ? 

C     We do. 

The assembly stands. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C     I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C     I renounce them. 

 



4 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C     I renounce them. 

 

P     Do you believe in God the Father? 

C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P     Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C    I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

P     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P     Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the 

waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh 

and satisfy all living things. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them 
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with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised 

land. 

 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 

freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for 

Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, 

baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 

Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and 

female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen. 

 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

BAPTISM 

P     Grayson Timothy Kelly, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

        and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen. 

C    You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 

 

P     Sustain Grayson with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

P     Grayson Timothy Kelly, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

WELCOME 

A     Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven. 

A     Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C     We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us 

in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 

to all the world. 
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GREETING 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY             

P     Let us pray. 

Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith 

by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform 

us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen. 

 

Congregation is Seated and are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                         Isaiah 62:1-5 

A reading from Isaiah, the sixty-second chapter. 

 

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political 

troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God 

will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride; and the people are 

called to the celebration. 

 

 1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

  and her salvation like a burning torch. 

 2The nations shall see your vindication, 

  and all the kings your glory; 

 and you shall be called by a new name 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-
minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children 
will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3 
years-old are invited to join others their age in the nursery. 
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  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 

 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

  and your land Married; 

 for the LORD delights in you, 

  and your land shall be married. 

 5For as a young man marries a young woman, 

  so shall your builder marry you, 

 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

  so shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 36:5-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 
5Your love, O LORD, reaches | to the heavens, 

  and your faithfulness | to the clouds. 

 6Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like | the great 

deep; 

  you save humankind and ani- | mals, O LORD.  

 7How priceless is your | love, O God! 

  All people take refuge under the shadow | of your wings. 

 8They feast upon the abundance | of your house; 

  you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 

 9For with you is the | well of life, 

  and in your light | we see light. 

 10Continue your lovingkindness to | those who know you, 

  and your favor to those who are | true of heart.  
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SECOND READING                                     1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

A reading from 1 Corinthians, the twelfth chapter. 

 

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing one 

another’s spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this 

fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their 

mission together. 
 

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 
2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that 

could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit 

of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the 

Holy Spirit. 

  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 

for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of 

miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one 

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                          John 2:1-11 

P     The holy gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. 

Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and 

joyful presence into the world. 
 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave 

out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His 

mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six 

stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He 

said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 
9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 

came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 

bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 

wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 
11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him. 

 

P    The gospel of the Lord. 

C    Praise to you, O Christ.             

 

Congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 

 

Silence is Kept for Reflection. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Jesus, Come! For We Invite You . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
(The members of the Children’s Ensemble come to the balcony during the singing of this hymn.) 

 
 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORYANTHEM: Our Father Who Art in Heaven . Church & Children’s Choirs 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Create In Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray. 

C     Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 

gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, and all who lead your 

people in ministry. Pour out your Spirit and make us bold to proclaim your reign of 

mercy and justice. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the earth. For vineyards and orchards, fields and gardens, urban parks and wilderness 

areas. Fill the earth with your abundance and provide for the needs of all living things. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the nations. Guide leaders and decision makers toward the well-being of all in their 

care. Strengthen those who work to uphold human rights for the sake of the dignity of all 

people. Shelter communities threatened by violence and show us the way of peace. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For those in need. For those who face a scarcity of resources and those who struggle with 

debt. For all who suffer with chronic pain, all who grieve, and all who are ill (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For this assembly. Transform us and fill us with your life, so that we pour out your love 

in service to the world. Bless all who work to provide food for others. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith. Inspire us by their witness 

and unite us in the eternal light of your presence. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P     The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your 

path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

C    Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  O Lord, Now Let Your Servant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING 

A     Go in peace. Christ is your light. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and that 
you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.  Please sign our 
guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you.  If you are 
without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of God.  
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!” 
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for 
older toddlers through early elementary age. A nursery for children (infants 
through 3 years old) is located in the Education building. Let an usher 
know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the tote 
bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the narthex. 
The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please fill 
out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.  
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Claire, Will, 
Katie, Beau & Evan in honor of Jane Howard’s birthday; and by Mark & Rebecca Yount 
and Luke & Alec Via in honor of Paul Outlaw’s birthday. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them home, 
but please return the containers to the church.            Worship & Music Committee 
 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 
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Offering and Attendance Report for January 13, 2019:  
Attendance: 125 
 
Budget Report         January 13, 2019 Year-to-Date 
Offering    $     3,836.57  $   8,191.01 
Expenses    $     5,774.35      10,723.79 
Offering less Expenses            ($     1,938.35           ($     2,532.78)     

 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Brian Achor          GREETER: Volunteer 
              
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:   TELLERS: Fran Holland, John Koehler 
Volunteers              
      NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)               
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 1)              Mandi Kline  
Bev Mauney, Co-Captain 
Charles Mauney, Co-Captain   CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
Carmen De Nicholas    Veronica Bryant 
Deb Williams     
     SOLOIST: Ellen Fleming 
USHERS: Volunteers  
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK:  January 20-26 
January 21   Jane Howard 
          Paul Nault 
January 24   Jill Cassel 

January 25   Ryan Nelson 
January 26   Matthew Carr 

 
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, Sunday, January 20    Tuesday, January 22 
  8:45 am   Children’s Ensemble     7:00 pm   Chamber Choir  
  9:30 am   Sunday School           Nar-Anon  
10:10 am   Church Choir prep                            
10:30 am The Service     
                  Congregational meeting    
  5:00 pm   Handbells     Wednesday, January 23     
  6:00 pm   Church Choir        6:45 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
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    PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 
 

Cathleen Allen 
Cynthia Buchanan 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Becke Featherstone 
Sarah Tench Helms 
Zac Hullander 

Sue Lahr 
Ann Miller & Family 
Ben Moose 
Holly Peche 
Sherry Perry 
Kathie Schaumburg 

Scott Schaumburg 
Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Beverly Reynolds 
Jo Singleton 
Jerri & Mike Wesson 

 
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 

 
Amy Beale Blythe 
Doug Brewer 
Ron de la Vega 
Carol Fox 
Earl Gardner 

Larry “Poss” Garrett 
Steve Leonard 
Jennifer Lineberger 
Ronnie Lunsford 
Clarence McLain 

Donna Mooneyhan 
Anne Murdy 
Tommy Smith 
Brody Thornburg 
Dennis Yates

OUR SERVICEMEN 
 

Beau Carroll      Tom Kasmer      Leo Kasmer      Colton Parker 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, 

please inform the church office. 
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org. 
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Holy Doodles 
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Cancer: Look for Clues That Can Save Your Life What do cancer and 

lightning have in common? The answer: Most people think they come out 

of the blue--either they strike you down, or (if you're lucky) they don't. 

But that's where the similarity ends. Far more people die from cancer than 

get hit by lightning--it's the second leading cause of death in the United 

States (heart disease is first). Current estimates say that 30 percent of all 

Americans will develop some kind of cancer in their lifetimes, the most common forms 

being cancer of the skin, lungs, colon and rectum, breast, prostate, urinary tract, and 

uterus.  You can help prevent yourself from getting cancer - like not smoking, eating the 

right foods, drinking little or no alcohol, and protecting yourself from workplace 

chemicals. But whether or not you practice preventive measures against cancer, it's a 

good idea to be alert to early possible signs of the disease. If you can detect cancer early 

and get proper treatment, your chances for survival increase considerably. 

Check with your doctor if you notice any of the following symptoms:  

Any change in bladder or bowel habits 

A lump or thickening in the breast (or anywhere else)  

Unusual vaginal bleeding or rectal discharge or bleeding 

Persistent hoarseness or nagging cough 

A sore throat that won't go away.  

Noticeable change in a wart or mole 

Indigestion or difficulty swallowing 

Contact Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse, at 717-329-8507 or parishnurse0407@gmail.com.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:parishnurse0407@gmail.com
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 
 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 
Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MKearney@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 

Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse 

 

 

 

We welcome to Holy Comforter 
 via Infant Baptism 

Grayson Timothy Kelly 
Son of Amanda & Nathan Kelly 

Born August 18, 2018 

mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

