Fourth SUndag in] ent

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: The Royal Banners Forward Go Plainsong

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace.
C Amen.
P Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s
mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Holy God,
C we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust
your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way
of life. Amen.
P Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy,
forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Christ, the Life of All the Living All Stand & Sing
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death,our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and have borne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that bought my par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv - ing to the dark-est depths of woe:
e - vendeathby cru-ci- fix-ion, ful-ly to a - tone for me;
for the an-guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f’ring, death,and mer - it life e-ter - nal I in- her - it
for you chose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to Yyou.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.
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Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Dus grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687
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GREETING

P Siblings in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE All Sing Refrain,
Leader Sings Verse
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,

we may live out . .... truth and  jus-tice and grace,

life and for love, . ... for our workand our play,

nour-ish our souls ... withyour bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A reading from First Samuel, the sixteenth chapter.

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not
match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came
endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor
to Saul.

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said,
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer
with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,
and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name
to you.” *Samuel did what the LorD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” °He said,
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me
to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now
before the LORD.” "But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the
heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said,
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“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 1%Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 1!Samuel
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not
sit down until he comes here.” 1?He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one.” BThen Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14
A reading from Ephesians, the fifth chapter.

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in
ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

80nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
%for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. °Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. ! Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. *2For it is shameful even to mention what such people do
secretly; *but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, *for everything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

All Stand & Sing
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GOSPEL John 9:1-41

P The holy gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual
blindness to the things of God.

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. *We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming when no one can work. °As long as | am in the world, 1 am the light of the
world.” ®*When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 'saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?”” °Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 1°But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 'He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
and received my sight.” *They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
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13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. **Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. °Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 1®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 1'So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight °and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”” 2°His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 2*but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. Z*Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ?He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” ?®They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2’He answered them,
“T have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” 2Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2°We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *°The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. 3'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *3If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.

%Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” **He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” *Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” ¥He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may
become blind.” “°Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we
are not blind, are we?” *!Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.
But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”
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SERMON

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.

Silence is Kept for Reflection.

Deacon Beka

HYMN OF THE DAY:: Dearest Jesus, at Your Word All Stand & Sing
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Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johana R. Ahle. 1625-1673

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.
Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever
in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the
earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have
made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the grandest
mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of state and
elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that impede
the well-being of all. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch over
those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with
hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community.
Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for your
people. We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of others and continue to inspire
us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: O Love Church Choir
O Love, O Love, O Love that will not let me go, O Love, | rest my

weary soul in Thee; | give Thee back the life | owe, that in thy ocean

depths its flow may richer, fuller be. O Joy, that seeks me through the

pain, O Joy, I cannot close my heart to Thee; I trace the rainbow

through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.

O Love, that will not let me go, O Love, I rest my weary soul in Thee,

I give Thee back the life I owe...and in Thy ocean depths its flow...

Shall richer, fuller be; that morn shall tearless be. O Love, O Love, O

Love, that will not let me go.
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All Stand & Sing

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Create in Me
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Music: PATMOS, William H. Havergal, 17931870

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray,

C God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in
faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this
meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of
eternal life. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

OUvOUvODo

PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY All Stand & Sing
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
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COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Amazing Grace All Sing
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828—1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876



P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.

C Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the
eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our
neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen.

BLESSING
P God, the giver of love, - Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.

C Amen.
SENDING HYMN: Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed All Stand & Sing
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1 A - las! And did my Sav - ior bleed, and did my sov-reign die?
2 Was it for sins that I had done he groaned up - on the tree?
3 Well might the sun in  dark - ness hide and shut its glo - ries in
4 Thus might I hide my blush-ing face while his dear cross ap - pears,
5 But tears of grief can - not re - pay the debt of love 1 owe;
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Would he de - vote that sa - cred head for sin - ners such as  I?
A - maz - ing pit - vy, grace un-known, and love be - yond de - gree!

when God, the might - y mak -er, died for his own crea-tures’ sin.
dis - solve my heart in thank-ful-ness, and melt my eyes to tears.
here, Lord, 1 give my-self a - way: ’tis all that I can do.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824

SENDING

P Goin peace. Serve in love.
C Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE: The Holy Spirit Geneva

*Special thanks to our Lector, Jan Buell.

This Week's Schedule: Tuesday, March 21t
7:00 pm — Christian Education
Sunday, March 19t
9:30 am — Sunday School Wednesday, March 22"
10:10 am — Church Choir 5:30 pm — Youth Handbells
10:30 am — Worship 6:00 pm — Congregation Lenten Dinner

>:00pm —HCY 6:45 pm — Holden Evening Prayer
5:00 pm — Adult Handbells 215 pm — Chamber Choir
6:00 pm — Church Choir Practice P

Meet the Dwelling Travelers!

§ s Holy Comforter is excited to send a group of nine students and
- . adults to the Dwelling this summer! Our group will spend time
& f:* ; learning abolut homelessness Iwrrl]ile servirr\]g thg communir:y of
A L Winston-Salem. We are spotlighting each student over the
?{“' upcoming months.

: Gl Hi, I am Elise Bansen. I'm in 8" grade at Belmont Middle
School. I have recently joined the church and have been active in
- Youth Group on Sunday nights. | enjoy playing softball, figure
skating, and doing musical theatre. My favorite musical I’ve
seen is Wicked. I’m excited to go on this trip to help people and
make new friends.

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager
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