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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, February 20th, 2022 

 

 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE:    Holy, Holy, Holy………………………………………Handbell Choir 
                                                                       

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by 

name. 

C   Amen. 

P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P    Most merciful God, 

C   we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have 

turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We 

have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to 

show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the 

things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of 

your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 

 

P    Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of 

eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: All Creatures, Worship God Most High! . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

  

 

 
 

GREETING 

P     Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be 

with you all. 

C     And also with you. 
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KYRIE……………………………………………Leader verses, Congregation Refrain 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE……………………………………………………………All Sing 

 



5 

 

 
 

SALUTATION 

P    The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P     Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow 

love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine 

master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen.          

                               

FIRST READING          Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

A reading from the forty fifth chapter of Genesis. 

 

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself 

to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God 

has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and 

Joseph forgives them. 

 
3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 

not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He 

said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be 

distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before 

you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are 

five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before 

you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So 

it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord 
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of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and 

say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down 

to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, 

you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 

and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of 

famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 

poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 

brothers talked with him. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                           1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 

A reading from the fifteenth chapter of first Corinthians. 

 

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches 

passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity. 

 
35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 

come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you 

sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some 

other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 

body.  

 42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 

imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is 

raised in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 

physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, 

became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the 

spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the 

earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are 

those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of 

heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image 

of the man of heaven. 50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood 

cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

GOSPEL                                                                                         Luke 6:27-38 

P      The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the 

words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. Jesus continues 

to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love, 

blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in 

harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing. 

 

Jesus said:27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 

you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you 

on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not 

withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 

away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to 

you. 

  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 

those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to 

you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to 

receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 

again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your 
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reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 

ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pastor Micah 
 

Silence is Kept for Reflection. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: God, When Human Bond Are Broken . . . . . . .  All Stand & Sing 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 

church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow 

the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy 

just as we have first received mercy. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and 

all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring 

forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all 

whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify 

the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken 

relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness especially... Strengthen and 

deliver all whose spirits are troubled. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve 

conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show love 

to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom. As you 

have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of 

resurrection. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Behold God Is My Salvation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church Choir 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray, 

C    Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly 

food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our 

light. Amen.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE 

P     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

P     Lift up your hearts. 

C    We lift them to the Lord. 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY………………………………………………………All Sing 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

LAMB OF GOD…………………………………………………………………All Sing 



13 

 

COMMUNION 

During communion the congregation will be invited forward by rows, starting in the 

back, and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You will then return to 

your seat where you may briefly remove your mask to eat and drink, and then quickly 

replace it. Your cups may be placed in the small receptacle on the aisle side of each pew.  

 

P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P    Let us pray. 

C    We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of 

your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P     God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who 

calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 

C     Amen. 

 

SENDING 

P     Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 

C     Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Fanfare on “Jesus Shall Reign.” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon 

 

*A Special thanks to our Lector Jim Buell 

* A Special thanks to our Cantor Greg Byrum 

**The flowers are given by Danny Potter in honor of Rochelle Potter's Birthday** 
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org 

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

Sandra Askey, Office Manager 
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