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216 N. Main Street ® Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, May 22nd, 2022

Sixth Sundag of [~ aster

WELCOME

PRELUDE: Children of the Heavenly Father . . ..................... Sweden, 1873

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

P We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through
the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family
from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood
us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish
us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places,
you are with us. You have become our salvation. Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and
thanksgiving, now and forever.

C Amen.



. All Stand & Sing
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1 “Wel - come, hap - py morn-ing!” age to  age shall say;
2 Mak - er and re - deem-er, life and health of all,
3 Source of all things Iliv - ing, you came down to die,
4 Free the souls long pris - oned, bound with Sa - tan’s chain;
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“Hell to - day is  van-quished,heav’n is  won to - day!”
God from heav’'n be - hold - ing  hu - man na - ture’s fall,
plumbed the depths of hell to raise us up on high.
all that once had fall - en raise to life a - gain;
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Christ, once dead, is liv - ing, God for - ev - er - more!
you, the true and on - ly Son of God a - bove,
Come then, true and faith - ful; come, ful - fill your word;
show your face in  bright - ness, shine in ev - ’ry land
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Him, their true cre - a - tor, all his works a - dore.
died as mor - tal man to save us by your love.
this is your third morn-ing: rise, O bur - ied Lord!
as in E - den’s gar - den when the world be - gan.
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“Wel - come, hap - py  morn -ing!” age to age shall say.

Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, 530—-609; tr. John Ellerton, 1826—1893, adapt.
Music: FORTUNATUS, Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900




GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

Pastor: Verses
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned rte - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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hun - gry and the poor; that
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wa - fter and the word; that you
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CANTICLEOF PRAISE . . ... All Sing
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from
your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love
one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 16:9-15
A reading from the sixteenth chapter of Acts.

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an
important person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to
receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of
the church at Philippi.

®During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” °When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them. *We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, *2and from there to Philippi, which is a
leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city
for some days. 130n the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
gathered there. 1*A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us;
she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. *When she and her household were baptized,
she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at
my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

P  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22:5
A reading from the twenty first and twenty second chapter of Revelation.

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s
past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of
God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon.

9And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

22] saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. ZAnd the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 2The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be
no night there. 28People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 2’But
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

221Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in
it, and his servants will worship him; “they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. °And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 14:23-29

P The holy gospel according to St. John the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even
more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.

23)esus answered Judas not Iscariot,“Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. 2*Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is
not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

25T have said these things to you while I am still with you. ?But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that | have said to you. 2’Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to
you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. 22You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to
you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father
is greater than 1. 2°And now | have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does
occur, you may believe.”
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P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON. ... Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.
HYMN OF THE DAY: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling............. Stand & Sing
0] . .
" % i N = | e — 7, P | |
L S— P ) P > i It (2] [
J — | ~— ! I
1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’n, to
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3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
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life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom -ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy  hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till in heav'’n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 ~

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning.
Surround us with your peace. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who
are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to
feed all living things. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert
dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble
authority. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace. Create places filled with
hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people
experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people.
Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and
welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died when
we meet together at your river of life. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM Good Christian Friends. .. ................ Church Choir
Congregation is invited to
join in singing as indicated!
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All I Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice  and sing!

Choir 2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day;
Choir 3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - 1y
All 4 Your name  we bless, O riss = en Lord,
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death’s might -y stone s rolled a - way; let all the
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and sing to - day with one ac - cord, the life laid
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world  glad news we  bring: Al - le-lu - ia,
earth re - joice and say: Al - le-lu - ia,
hearts up - lift - ed high: Al - le - lu - ia,
down, the life re - stored: Al - le-lu - ia,
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al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia!
al - le-lu - ia, al - le-Iu - ia!
al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia!
al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Co.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: BEVERLY, Charles R, Anders © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.

Arrangement: Jeremy J. Bankson © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ............ Stand & Sing
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with your pres - ence,

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
P Living God,

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

C you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and
you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us
your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ... . e e All Sing
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.
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LAMBOFGOD . ... ... All Sing
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the
new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table
as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’
name. Amen.

BLESSING

P God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption,  bless you now and forever.

C Amen
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CLOSING HYMN: My Life Flows Onin EndlessSong .. ........... Stand & Sing
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1 My life lowson in end-less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu- mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring- ing.
3 What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan 1 keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv-eth.
All  things are mine since I am his! Howcan I keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earthhow can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.

SENDING

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna . . . ............ ... Busarow

** The flowers are given by Rochelle Potter in honor of Perri Gross's Birthday.
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