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216 N. Main Street ® Belmont, N 28012 e Sunday, Julg 2%rd, 2023
8th Sunc’ay after Fcntecost

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made Berg

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,-+ one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

P Merciful God,
C we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus,
forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Righteous God,
C we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the
courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant
us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of *+ Jesus Christ.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Oh, Worship the King

All Stand & Sing
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1 Oh, wor - ship  the King, all - glo - rious a - Dbove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0 mea - sure - less might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s  pow - er and love;
Al - might -y, your pow'r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes 1n the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - Dbove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the  plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler «cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and  sweet - ly dis - tills in the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er re - deem -er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.
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Text: Robert Grant, 17791838, alt.
2 Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727



GREETING

P Siblings in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE All Sing Refrain,
Leader Sings Verse
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I For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse (o the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
N4t
A IR T 1 N — L7l
B : —
bl ™| 8- e ™|
» e & —o—7>4¢ r—r
u moo- oty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - i - Iy for
wa - fter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,

we may live out . .... truth and  jus-tice and grace,

life and for love, . ... for our workand our play,

nour-ish our souls ... withyour bod-y and blood,

Refrain
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE All Sing

Refrain
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.



Final refrain
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SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted
in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8
A reading from lIsaiah, the forty-fourth chapter.

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass.
We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

®Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LoRD of hosts: | am the
first and | am the last; besides me there is no god. "Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to
come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you
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from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is
no other rock; I know not one.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25
A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter.

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God'’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us
unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

1250 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—3for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. *For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 1°it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, ’and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. °For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God; 2°for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. ?2We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains
until now; Z%and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 2*For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION All Stand & Sing
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Al-le -lu - ia, al -le -lu - 1a
GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment
will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;?°but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2°So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 2’ And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2°But he
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with
them. *°Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time 1 will tell the
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.” ”

3Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
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saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *’'He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; *¥the field is the world, and the good seed are
the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, *®and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are

angels. “°Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of
the age. “'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom
all causes of sin and all evildoers, “?and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “*Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.

SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come All Stand & Sing
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 Al the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;

4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har-vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy oOr  SOr - row grown.
from his field shall in  that day all of - fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har - vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit - ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!
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‘Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE'S, WINDSOR, George I. Elvey, 1816-1893
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth both near
and far. Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it, trusting your Spirit
bearing witness among us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct policymakers to protect lands
and seas. Bring rain to sun-parched fields and protect areas impacted by natural disasters.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our neighborhoods from hatred,
watch over police officers and firefighters, and teach us to advocate for those who live in
fear. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any affliction. Sustain your
people living with disease, provide shelter for all who are unhoused, and release any who
are unjustly imprisoned. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality ministry to welcome all, our
education ministry to equip us for faithful living, and our outreach ministry to enact the
gospel in our community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You send faithful people to proclaim freedom from bondage and to renew your church.
Encourage us by the witness of the faithful departed, so that we live into that same hope.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
0 .

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: O God, Whose Word Well-Planted

Vs 1&2 Choir

Vs 3 Congregation
e — T~
L P | —E | | 1 | | -
e e e e e t
o — 2
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20 God of seed and har - vest, of sun and soil and rain,
30 God, your fi - nal har - vest of his - t'ry’s an-cient field
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Send show - ers of your Spir-it, bright sun - shine of your grace,
Op - pres - sion’s blight will van-ish, fair free-dom’s fruits in - crease;
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where oth - ers, reap - ing, gath-ered the har - vest of their toil.
that  mul - ti - tudes who hear it your gos - pel may em - brace.
and love and joy will flour-ish to clothe the earth with peace.

Text: Herman

G. Swuempile Jg., 18232007

Music: ABIDING PRESENCE, Stephen P. Folkemer, b. 1952

Teat and music

= 1990 Augsburg Foress.

All Stand & Sing
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit-ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre- cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: J
Music:
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray,

C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY All Stand & Sing
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

R TR
C Thanks be to God. 9 %%
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: | Come with Joy All Sing
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
N | come with Chris - tians far and near to fnd, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the r1s - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, is in such  friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we'll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
N
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love laid down for mme, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray.
C We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your

banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the
one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed +F bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN: On What Has Now Been Sown All Stand & Sing
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I On what has now been sown your bless-ing Lord, be - stow; the
2 To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow’rs; ac -
3 Oh, grant that each of us, now met be - fore you here, may
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pow’r is yours a - lone to make it sprout and grow. O Lord, in
cept what is your own and par-don what is ours. Our prais - es,
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grace the har - vest raise, and yours a - lone shall be the

praise!
Lord, and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing give.
you to heav’'n, our home.E’en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus, come!
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Text: John Newton, 17251807, alt.
15 Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789



SENDING
P Goin peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Make a Joyful Noise! W.D Peters

*Special thanks to our Lector, Jodi Nerret and Cantor, Greg Byrum.
*The altar flowers were given by Jill Cassel for Tyler’s birthday from Mom and Erin.

This Week's Schedule:
Sunday, July 23

Dwelling Mission Trip Leaves
10:10 am — Church Choir
10:30 am — Worship

Tuesday, July 25th
7:00 pm — Nar-Anon Meeting

""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."
Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give.

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager
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