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GATHERING %

WELCOME

PRELUDE: Fuguein G Major.........c.ovviniiiiiiiiiieie e J.S. Bach

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is

sure, and whose love is endless.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God our comforter,

C like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with
our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out
to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in & Christ
Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your
sins.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate
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Text:

==

Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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All Stand & Sing



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE.....c oottt e et et e e e e e e e ANLSING
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SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance.
Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect
your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-9
A reading from Jeremiah, the thirty-first chapter.

This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from
exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its
restoration. The northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a
century before Jeremiah prophesied.

"Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
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a great company, they shall return here.
Swith weeping they shall come,

and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is my firstborn.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 7:23-28
A reading from Hebrews, the seventh chapter.

Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death.
In contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not
terminate his priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins.

23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office; 2*but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues
forever. 2Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 2’Unlike the other high priests, he
has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of
the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. 2For the law appoints as
high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Mark 10:46-52

P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’
identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark.

46 As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. *’When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on

me!” “®Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!” “*Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called
the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” *°So throwing off
his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. *'Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want
me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” °2Jesus
said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.



Congregation is seated.
SERMON ... e Pastor Micah

Silence is Kept for Reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY: God, Be TheLove ............ All Stand & Sing
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strength of wind, depth of the sea to  soil of plan - et:

light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all ways:
hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all  who know me:
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Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967
Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of
God’s creation.

A brief silence.
Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the world
that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers, healers,
evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests.
Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to patio
planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the common
good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations, that peace extends in every
direction. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Comfort and
strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief to all who are sick
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire generosity in
your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all nations. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give us
courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of abundance. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through
Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: God So Loved the World. . .............. Church Choir

(The congregation is invited to sing on the repeated refrain)
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OFFERING PRAYER

A God of abundance,

C you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the
heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ... All Sing
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.
C Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE: Trumpet Tune inC Major...........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiieeen Johnson

COMMUNION

During Communion we will be dismissed by rows, starting in the front. You will receive
the elements from the table by the door, and take them to your car to eat. We will finish

the worship liturgy and be dismissed there. You may stand outside your car or be seated
inside. You should be able to hear the worship leader through your radio on 89.5 fm.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Lord of life,

C inthe gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast
of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

P People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, - one God, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING
A Goin peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C Thanks be to God.

*A special thanks to our Cantor, Greg Byrum, and Flutist, Julia Gunter.
*Altar flowers are given by Jim Buell in loving memory of Carmen Buell.
*Thank you to our Lector, Jim Buell.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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Holy Doodles
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
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