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216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, March 271, 2022

WELCOME
PRELUDE: Before The Waters Nourished Earth . .................. Chamber Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us
in our pilgrimage.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Holy One,
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your
promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our
inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on
us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us
again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.

P Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be
saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love.
In & Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to
live in love.

C Amen.



All Stand & Sing
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1 I want Je - sus to  walk with me;
2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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I want Je sus to walk with me;
in my tri als, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trou ble, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim  jour - ney,
when my heart s al - most break - ing,
when my head s bowed in sor - TOW,
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Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



KYRIE
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy.
By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Joshua 5:9-12
A reading from the fifth chapter of Joshua.

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the
miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring

their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal.

®The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

Owhile the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the Passover in the evening on
the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 1On the day after the Passover,
on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched



grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites
no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

P  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
A reading from the fifth chapter of Second Corinthians.

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed
into newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s
resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 1’So
if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! 8All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; ‘°that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 2°So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. 2For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

P  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.
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GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned
it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older
brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father’s home.

!Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to. 2And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with
them.”

330 he told them this parable: 1*“There was a man who had two sons. **The younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.” So he divided his property between them. *A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property
in dissolute living. **When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. °So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. *He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave
him anything. 'But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here 1 am dying of hunger! 8l will get up and
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; 1 am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.”” 2°So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. 2'Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” ?2But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. 22And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 2*for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

2Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. 2®He called one of the slaves and asked what was going
on. ?’He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.” 2Then he became angry and refused to go
in. His father came out and began to plead with him. ?°But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and | have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might
celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured
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your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 3*Then the father said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. *?But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.’”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON . .. Pastor Micah
Silence is Kept for Reflection.
HYMN OF THE DAY: Our Father, We Have Wandered .. .......... Stand & Sing
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1 Our Fa - ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den  from your face;

2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,

3 O Lord of all the liv. - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
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in  fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a - cy of  grace.
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.
com - pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord,
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But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our trans - gress - ing, our faith-less-ness may cease.



|
ANV 1 | 1 ]

TTe
N
TTe
| 1NN
| INE
Qf

J b
as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in  peace.

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.



Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound welcome. Lead
your church to be a community marked by forgiveness, hospitality, and celebration. Send
us to transform a world plagued by fear and condemnation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation. Equip farmers
and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall and abundant
sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that experience
conflict. Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint peacemakers trained in the art of
diplomacy and foster a spirit of collaboration among political rivals. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among family
members. Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those who are
sick or grieving. Console us with the promise that everything can become new. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bless the feeding
ministries of this congregation. Bring an end to hunger in our community and around the
world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have died, confident
that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until we are gathered at
your heavenly banquet. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.



ANTHEM Let USCOME . . .. oot e e Church Choir

Let Us Come to the table of God. For the banquet is spread: Cup of Life, Living Bread.
Let Us Come to the table of God.

Let Us Feast on the love of our God: Cup of Hope, Bread of Heaven, peace restored,
healing given. Let Us Feast on the love of our God.

Let Us Go to the people of God. Granting love, granting grace, in ev-"ry time and place.
Let us go to the people of God.

Let Us Come to the Table of God.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Extravagant God,

C you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come

among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation will be invited forward by rows, starting in the
back, and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You will then return to
your seat where you may briefly remove your mask to eat and drink, and then quickly
replace it. Your cups may be placed in the small receptacle on the aisle side of each pew.

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the
bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
Amen.
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BLESSING

P You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the
journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, - bless you this day and

always.

C Amen

CLOSING HYMN: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing .. ........... Stand & Sing
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

it;
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seal it for

thy good-ness prove.
pre-cious blood.
thy courts a - bove.



SENDING

P Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: All Men AreMortals .. ............ ... ... ... ........ J.S. BACH

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One.License #A-724639
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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