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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, June 4th,  2023 

The Holy Trinity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE: Steal Away                            Spiritual 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C   Amen. 

P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P    Merciful God, 

C    We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked 

the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. We have hurt our community. We 

have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 

Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

 

P    God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy                                                All Stand & Sing 
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GREETING 

P     Siblings in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                                                                                                    All Sing Refrain,    

          Leader Sings Verse 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                All Sing  
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SALUTATION 

P    The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P     Let us pray. 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and 

we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in 

all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and 

love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen.          

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s 

church. 

                     

           

FIRST READING                            Genesis 1:1--2:4a 

A reading from Genesis, the first chapter.  

 

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-

giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is 

good and then rests on the seventh day. 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
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face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God 

saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called 

the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the 

dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God 

said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 

on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—

and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule 

over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 

that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and 

every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, 

saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 

the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made 

the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creeps upon the earth.” 27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them. 
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28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 

and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 

its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 

of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 

I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had 

made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

sixth day. 

 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the 

seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 

from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

 4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                        2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

A reading from Second Corinthians, the thirteenth chapter.  

 

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship 

grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s 

partnership. 

 

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my 

appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 

you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with all of you. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                   All Stand & Sing 

GOSPEL                                                                                        Matthew 28:16-20 

P      The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eight chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to 

baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came 

and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord.   

C    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Congregation is seated. 

SERMON                                                                                     Pastor Tim Canniff-Kuhn 
Silence is Kept for Reflection. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: God, Whose Almighty Wor                        All Stand & Sing

 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy three, holy one, you call the church to make disciples of all nations. Encourage 

bishops, pastors, and deacons in their proclamation of the gospel and direct all the 

baptized into lives of humble service. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy three, holy one, you spoke creation into being and called it good. Protect lands and 

waters threatened by human misuse and sustain living creatures of every kind: wild 

animals, birds, fish, and every creeping thing. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy three, holy one, you have given humankind authority over the earth. Raise up 

leaders who listen earnestly, speak honestly, and govern thoughtfully. Heal divisions 

between nations, that we might agree with one another and live in peace. God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy three, holy one, you promise to be with us always, to the end of the age. Surround 

those most in need of your healing presence: any who are lonely, all who are grieving, 

and those who are sick. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy three, holy one, you set the earth on its axis, and we experience the seasons. 

Strengthen those enduring challenges this summer: those who suffer in the heat, parents 

overwhelmed by childcare responsibilities, and children experiencing food insecurity 

outside of school. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy three, holy one, you give rest when our work is done. We give thanks for all the 

saints who now rest in you, confident in the promise of resurrection life in the age to 

come. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Come Now You Blessed                          Church Choir 

 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Come, All You People                               All Stand & Sing 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A     Let us pray, 

C    God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 

us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 

world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE 

P     The Lord be with you. 

C    And also with you. 

P     Lift up your hearts. 

C    We lift them to the Lord. 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                             All Stand & Sing 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                     All Sing 
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COMMUNION 

For communion, you will come up the aisle, take a cup at the front pew, and then follow 

the line around the altar rail. You’ll kneel if able, then receive the bread and eat. The 

wine will be poured into your cup as you hold it, and you may drink it then. Everyone will 

be dismissed together and you’ll walk back to your pew the way came.  

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  Draw Us in the Spirits Tether           All Sing  

 

P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P    Let us pray. 

C    We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your 

banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the 

one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P     The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, 

and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

C     Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  Go to the World              All Stand & Sing 
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SENDING 

P     Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C    Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Break Forth Into Joy                                                                        J.S Bach 

 

Greg Byrum           Cantor 

 

*Special thanks to our Lector, Brian Achor. 

* The altar flowers were sponsored by Rochelle Potter in celebration of Perri Gross’ 

Birthday. 

This Week's Schedule: 

Sunday, June 4th     

10:10 am - Church Choir     

10:30 am -Worship 

12:00 pm – Church Council Meeting  

 

Monday, June 5th  

7:00 pm – Book Club 

 

Thursday, June 8th  

7:30 am – Bountiful Blessing Volunteer Time 

10:30 am – Prime Timers     

 

    Meet the Dwelling Travelers! 

Holy Comforter is excited to send a group of nine students and 

adults to the Dwelling this summer! July 23rd to 28th, our group 

will spend time learning about homelessness while serving the 

community of Winston-Salem. We are spotlighting each student 

over the upcoming months.  Hi, I’m Elizabeth Carroll. I’m in 7th 

grade and attend Highland Middle School. My connection with 

Holy Comforter is that I was baptized there and my mom grew up 

there. You may know some of my family, the Howard and Yount 

families. I enjoy reading, baking, writing, and I like to draw. I hope 

to get a better understanding of the struggles those we are helping 

face. I have some experience from living in Savannah but would 

like to help and understand more.  
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