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  Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 
216 N. Main Street  ●  Belmont, NC   28012  ●  Sunday, February 19, 2017 

 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 

 

 

Micah Kearney              Greg Cline                                                       

Pastor                                                                           Organist/Choirmaster 

 

WELCOME/GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE:  Winter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vivaldi 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins: 

P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends 

light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C    Amen. 
P     Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P    Loving God, 

C   we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive 

us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at 

all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we 

have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves 

than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again 

as your children. Amen. 
P    Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed 

up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved 

children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

C    Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 



3 

 

 
 

 

GREETING 
P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Sing Refrain; Cantor sings verses 
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GLORY TO GOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Sing Refrain and Verses 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P      Let us pray. 

Holy God of compassion, you invite us into your way of forgiveness and peace. Lead us 

to love our enemies, and transform our words and deeds to be like his through whom we 

pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C     Amen.                                 

 

Congregation is seated and invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me” 

as the children come forward. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                     Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 

A reading from the nineteenth chapter of Leviticus. 

 

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy since God is holy. Holiness is 

lived out in partiality for and consideration of the poor and the weak. We are to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. 
 

1
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 

  
2
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be 

holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 

  
9
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your 

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. 
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth 
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries. 
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field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 
10

You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or 

gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: 

I am the LORD your God. 

  
11

You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one 

another. 
12

And you shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: 

I am the LORD. 

  
13

You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for 

yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. 
14

You shall not revile the deaf or put a 

stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am the LORD. 

  
15

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer 

to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 
16

You shall not go around as a 

slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I 

am the LORD. 

  
17

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your 

neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 
18

You shall not take vengeance or bear a 

grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 

the LORD. 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

PSALM 119:33-40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All Sing 
33

Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it | to the end. 

 
34

Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 

35
Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 

  for that is | my desire. 

 
36

Incline my heart to | your decrees 

  and not to | unjust gain.   
 

37
Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 

  give me life | in your way. 

 
38

Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 

  which is for | those who fear you. 
 

39
Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
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  because your judg- | ments are good. 

 
40

Behold, I long for | your commandments; 

  by your righteousness en- | liven me. 

 

SECOND READING                                                1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

A reading from the third chapter of 1 Corinthians. 

 

Jesus Christ is the foundation of the church and its ministry. We are God’s temple 

because God’s Spirit dwells in us, and we belong to Christ. Hence we are called to build 

wisely upon this sure foundation not for our own benefit but for others to experience 

Christ’s benefits. 
 

10
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 

foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how 

to build on it. 
11

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; 

that foundation is Jesus Christ. 

  
16

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 
17

If 

anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, 

and you are that temple. 

  
18

Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should 

become fools so that you may become wise. 
19

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 

with God. For it is written,  

 “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 
20

and again,  

 “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, 

  that they are futile.” 
21

So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, 
22

whether Paul or 

Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all belong to 

you, 
23

and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                 Matthew 5:38-48 

P    The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declares an end to the law of vengeance. God’s people 

will respond to evil with love and forgiveness. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
38

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.’ 
39

But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you 

on the right cheek, turn the other also; 
40

and if anyone wants to sue you and take your 

coat, give your cloak as well; 
41

and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the 

second mile. 
42

Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants 

to borrow from you. 

  
43

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ 
44

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, 
45

so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for 

he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 

on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 
46

For if you love those 

who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 

collectors do the same? 
47

And if you greet only your brothers and 

sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 

Gentiles do the same? 
48

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.” 

 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  O God of Every Nation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

(Children’s Ensemble comes to the balcony during the singing of this hymn.) 
 

1 O God of ev'ry nation, 

 of ev'ry race and land, 

 redeem your whole creation 

 with your almighty hand; 

 where hate and fear divide us 

 and bitter threats are hurled, 

 in love and mercy guide us 

 and heal our strife-torn world. 

 

2 From search for wealth and power 

 and scorn of truth and right, 

 from trust in bombs that shower 

 destruction through the night, 

 from pride of race and station 

 and blindness to your way, 

 deliver ev'ry nation, 

 eternal God, we pray. 

 

 

3 Lord, strengthen all who labor 

 that all may find release 

 from fear of rattling saber, 

 from dread of war's increase; 

 when hope and courage falter, 

 Lord, let your voice be heard; 

 with faith that none can alter, 

 your servants undergird. 

 

4 Keep bright in us the vision 

 of days when war shall cease, 

 when hatred and division 

 give way to love and peace, 

 till dawns the morning glorious 

 when truth and love shall reign, 

 and Christ shall rule victorious 

 o'er all the world's domain. 

 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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 the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PEACE 
P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Inside Your Kingdom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Church Choir & 

              Children’s Ensemble 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love . . . . . All Stand & Sing 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing. 

A brief silence. 

Make the church in every land holy as you are holy, O God. Join the voices of rich and 

poor, young and old, friends and enemies, in praise of you. Orchestrate harmony among 

us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for clean air, clean water, and clean soil. Renew the sky, land, and waterways. 

Teach us how to care for the earth as you desire. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for an end to war and for peace throughout the world. Prosper the work of 

peacemakers, erase hatred, and stop violence. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all who live with cognitive disorders or eating disorders. Provide them with 

supportive communities. Restore the forgotten; comfort the mourning; heal the hurting 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all who are discerning a call to ministry and those who accompany them. 

Empower them with your grace and wisdom to continue building on the foundation of 

faith we have in Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for the faithful departed and we pray for those who will die today. Hold 

them in your loving embrace. Breathe your Spirit of peace into them. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you 

and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 



13 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P     The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your 

path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

upon you and remain with you always. 

C    Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:   The Church of Christ, In Every Age. . . . . . . . . . . All Stand & Sing 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
A     Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C     Thanks be to God.  
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COMMUNION for those who desire it will be offered at the alter after church. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this The Sixth Sunday 
after the Epiphany. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among 
us and that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ.  
Please sign our guest register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with 
you.  If you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this 
family of God.  
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!” 
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex 
for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children 
(infants through 3 years old) are located in the Education building. Let 
an usher know if you need assistance. 
 
KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER:  Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the 
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the 
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer 
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please 
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the online form at www.holyc.org.  
 
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Danny, Perri 
& Carson Potter in honor of Rochelle’s birthday; and by Greg Garrison in honor of his 
parents’ birthdays. 
 
Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them 
home, but please return the containers to the church. 
                     Carmen Buell, Worship & Music 
 
Offering and Attendance Report for February 12, 2017: 
Attendance: 144 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639 
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Budget Report                       February 12, 2017 
Current Offering Received                $   7,053.59   
Weekly Budgeted Expenses     $    5,656.42 
Offering, Year-To-Date (YTD)    $  36,853.59 
Offering less Actual Expenses Incurred, YTD  $    1,586.55   
Offering less Budgeted Expenses, YTD          $    2,656.77      
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS:   
LECTOR:  Jim Buell     CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 
      Jill Cassel 
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS:      
Volunteers     TELLERS:  Raini Kimball,          
               Dennis Tucker 
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 3)      
Fran Holland, Co-Captain                NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)  
Tracey Nault, Co-Captain     Infants: Staff 
Amanda Kelly       Katie Kessen   Toddlers: Volunteers 
Rebecca Yount       
      USHERS:  Need Volunteers  
CANTOR: Greg Byrum 
 
GREETER: Sue Lahr      
     
BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS WEEK: February 19-25 
February 20   David Buchanan 
February 25   Jack Tench 
 
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Today, February 19     Tuesday, February 21                       
  9:30 am   Sunday School       7:00 pm   Christian Education 
10:10 am   Church Choir prep                     Nar-Anon              
10:30 am   Worship Service                       
  4:00 pm   Children’s Ensemble   Wednesday, February 22 
  5:00 pm   Handbells       6:45 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
  6:00 pm   Church Choir       7:00 pm   Chamber Choir 
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School Supplies Needed 
 

Crayola crayons, Glue Sticks, 
Index cards, Sticky notes, Sharpies, 

Kleenex, Erasers (pencil top), 
Highlighters, Notebook paper 

BCO February Items of the Month: 

Sunday, March 12 at 7:00 pm HCLC will host 50 members from Lenoir-Rhyne 
University Choir. This will be the start of their week-long spring tour, thus requiring 
overnight housing with hosts from each congregation. If you are willing to assist, 
please sign up today. Basically it’s “bed & breakfast.” This substantially 
defrays expenses. We are exceedingly grateful for your hospitality and to LRU for 
sharing this concert as part of our centennial celebration. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER 

 
Cathleen Allen 
Tommy Causby 
Brenda Dabrowski 
Shawn De Nicholas   
Ardean Ewing 

Dot Holland 
Zac Hullander 
Chase Lineberger 
Holly Peche 
Sherry Perry 

Marguerite Shive 
Denise Taylor 
Jack Tench 
Mark Reese 
Beverly Reynolds 

 
 

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD 
 

Father Frank Cancro 
Scott Frisk 
Carol Fox 

Brian Jackson & Family 
Parker Holland 
Jennifer Lineberger 

Capt. Basil Jeff Marett 
Karen Wayt 
Donnie Yavelak

 
OUR SERVICEMEN 

 
Matt Cisek    Dillon Kasmer   Tom Kasmer 
Jason Gardner   Leo Kasmer   Mike Kelso 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers. 
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list, please inform the church office. 

The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.holyc.org/
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Holy Doodles 
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church 

 216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:    9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service 
Church Office Hours:    Monday-Thursday  8:30 am — 3:00 pm 

 

Micah Kearney, Pastor   email: MicahKearney@gmail.com 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

 Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager 
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