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GATHERING/WELCOME
PRELUDE: WINTer . . .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s Vivaldi

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins:
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends
light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Loving God,
C we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive
us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at
all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we
have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves
than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again
as your children. Amen.
P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed
up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved
children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of * Jesus Christ

our Savior.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: God, Whose Almighty Word

All Stand & Sing
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Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

GREETING
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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. All Sing Refrain and Verses
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of
your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of
your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



Congregation is seated and invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon.
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:21-31
A reading from the fortieth chapter of Isaiah.

The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to
freedom is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth
and gives strength to those who are weary.

2IHave you not known? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22]t is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to live in;
Z3who brings princes to naught,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.

24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.

25To whom then will you compare me,
or who is my equal? says the Holy One.

2 ift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?

He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;



because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,
not one is missing.

2"\Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Z8Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
2%He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
%9Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted,;
31hut those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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'Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise!

2The LORD re- | builds Jerusalem,
and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel.

3The LoRD heals the | brokenhearted
and binds | up their wounds.

“The LoRbD counts the number | of the stars
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and calls them all | by their names.
®Great is our LORD and might- | y in power;
there is no limit | to God’s wisdom.
The Loro lifts | up the lowly,
but casts the wicked | to the ground.
’Sing to the LORD| with thanksgiving;
make music upon the harp | to our God,
8who covers the heav- | ens with clouds
and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow up- | on the mountains.
%God provides food | for the cattle
and for the young ravens | when they cry.
¥God is not impressed by the might | of a horse,
and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner,
Uput finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD,
in those who await God’s steadfast love. 2°| Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise!

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
A reading from the ninth chapter of 1 Corinthians.

God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people.
Hence the focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but
the privilege of serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.

181 1 proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid
on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! ’For if I do this of my own will, |
have a reward; but if not of my own will, | am entrusted with a commission. **What then
is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so
as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.

¥For though I am free with respect to all, | have made myself a slave to all, so that |
might win more of them. 2°To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law | became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so
that | might win those under the law. 2 To those outside the law | became as one outside
the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might
win those outside the law. 22To the weak | became weak, so that | might win the weak. |



have become all things to all people, that | might by all means save some. ZI do it all for
the sake of the gospel, so that | may share in its blessings.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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GOSPEL Mark 1:29-39

P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression.

Everywhere he goes, he heals them and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are
running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by
Jesus.

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they
entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.
3Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they
told him about her at once. 3He came and took her by the hand
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and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

%2That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. **And he cured many who
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the
demons to speak, because they knew him.

%1n the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. **And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 3*When
they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” ®He answered, “Let
us go on to the neighboring towns, so that | may proclaim the message there also; for that
is what I came out to do.” **And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in
their synagogues and casting out demons.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON . ... Pastor Micah

HYMN OF THE DAY: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness . . . All Stand & Sing
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3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis -ease,

Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver -y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - ’ry land.
Praise the one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repositorv of Sacred Music, Part I, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Pubhshmg Company, Carol Stream. IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
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hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.
For the church, its pastors, deacons, musicians, artists, teachers, seminarians, and all
proclaimers of the gospel, that your gift of steadfast love and mercy will spread
throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the earth and all living creatures, for those preparing fields for planting, and for
favorable weather, that all of us who care for this life will find voice to help creation
thrive, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all rulers of the earth in local, regional, national, and international offices, and those
without the power of official office, that they will be given the courage to work for the
protection of all people and act as servants of all, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer this day: the sick and wounded, the grieving and brokenhearted, the
hungry and exploited, those with malaria, and all who need our prayers (especially), that
they will be consoled and healed by health care workers, counselors, family, and friends,
let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those who gather in fellowship and festivities, for the ministries of this congregation
in our community and throughout the world, that in all our service we see ourselves
centered around Christ, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for those who have died in the faith and now sing praises around the

throne of God, and that we be assured of the promise of everlasting life, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the
sake of the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your

path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the -+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you always.
C Amen.
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SENDING SONG: [I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me . ................ All Stand & Sing
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

SENDING
A Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION for those who desire it will be offered at the altar after worship.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-724639

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Fifth Sunday after the
Epiphany. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and that
you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please sign
our guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with you. If you
are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.
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CHILDREN are welcome in worship. Jesus said, "let the children come to me!" Parents
are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for older toddlers
through early elementary age. Nurseries for children (infants through 3 years old) are
in the Education building. We encourage you to use the nurseries if your children
become restless and/or vocal. Let an usher know if you need assistance.

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.

PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please
fill out a form from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org.

Offering and Attendance Report for January 28, 2018:
Attendance: 110

Budget Report This Week Year-To-Date

Offering $ 4,950.03 $ 19,661.03

Expenses $ 5,551.17 $ 22,204.69

Offering less Expenses ($ 601.14) ($ 2,543.66)
® L
BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK: February 4-10 W00
Today, February 4 Scott Carr February 10 Shelia Kelly

February 6 Julia Ratchford

February 8 Chris Hullander

Scott Zander

[ L ]
ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTOR: Billy Joye GREETER: Katie Kessen
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: TELLERS: Rochelle Potter
Volunteers Danny Potter

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 3) CHILDREN’S CHURCH:

Fran Holland, Co-Captain Volunteer

Tracey Nault, Co-Captain

Katie Kessen Rebecca Yount CANTOR: Greg Byrum
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NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am) USHERS: Volunteers
Stacy Kirby

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:

Sunday, February 4 Wednesday, February 7
9:30 am Sunday School 6:45 pm Women’s Bible Study
10:10 am Church Choir prep
10:30 am The Service Saturday, February 10
HCY meets after the 5:30-8:30 pm Parents’ Night Out
service to go to lunch Dinner, games & watch the
4:00 pm Church Choir movie Toy Story
(National Youth Gathering
Tuesday, February 6 Fundraiser)
7:00 pm Chamber Choir 7:00 pm Church basketball game
Nar-Anon 4-Square Church

The National Youth Gathering is exactly what it sounds like,
g— 30,000 + youth will gather in Houston.
We are excited to serve, worship
and gather in large community.

There are 143 days till our
.‘ group of 7 travels to Houston!
P‘E\( For more information or looking to help, talk to Beka.

We invite all parents of pre-school-elementary aged children to take advantage of the
opportunity to have a Night Out. (Donations accepted)
Our Houston 7 will be providing dinner and activities February 10, 5:30-8:30 pm.
This is an effort to raise monies for our trip to Houston.

Sunday, February 11, Staying Connected will host a church choir appreciation
dinner in the fellowship hall at 5:00 pm. Regular rehearsal will follow at 6:00 pm.

Sunday School Attendance for January 28:

Pre-K 2 High School 3
Lower Elementary 3 Seekers 3
Upper Elementary 2 Adults 4
Middle School 3 God’s Group 3
Totals 10 + 13=23
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{re offered to the Familigs & Frignds of
Ned Featherstong & Vivian lbang

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Cathleen Allen Dot Holland Marguerite Shive
Carmen Buell Zac Hullander Denise Taylor
Brenda Dabrowski Jo Irwin Jack Tench
Ardean Ewing Vivian Lane Family Beverly Reynolds
Becke Featherstone Holly Peche Jerri Wesson
Featherstone Family Sherry Perry

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Jeanne Bernhardt Carol Fox Jennifer Lineberger
Barbara Bingham Larry “Poss” Garrett Anne Murdy
Amy Beale Blythe Brandi Hager Brody Thornburg
Doug Brewer John McDermid Dennis Yates
Karen de la Vega Clarence McLain

Ly)

OUR SERVICEMEN 4

™~

Beau Carroll Tom Kasmer Leo Kasmer Colton Parker

Please remember these people in your prayers.
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,
please inform the church office.
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org
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We will offer a handbell class during our Wednesdays together during the Lenten
Season: Wednesdays, February 21-March 21 from 5:00-6:00 pm. The fellowship meal
and Lenten worship will follow. If you would like your child to participate in the handbell
class, please contact Greg Cline. These classes are geared for beginners in grades
3-6. For those with a bit more ringing experience we invite you to participate and to
serve as “assistants.”
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Volunteers

If you are willing to serve as a Greeter, Lector, Usher,
Eucharist Presenter, Communion Assistant OR help in the
nursery for the 2018 year, please sign your name on the sign-
up sheet for each position you are volunteering for. Each
volunteer position is listed on a separate clipboard. The
clipboards are in the narthex. If willing to volunteer for the
whole month, then sign your name at each date for that
month. The chief lector will serve on festival Sundays. To
help with the nursery or Children’s Church, contact Beka.

The 29th Annual Holy Comforter Isle of Palms Retreat

will be Memorial Day weekend,

Thursday, May 24 through Monday, May 28th, 2018.

Signup at the church. Contact Veronica Bryant or Mandi Kline for details.

Cost: $99 per.room per. night with a minimum of 2 nights.
Make checks payable to Holy Comforter

(due by Easter Sunday)

216 N. Main Street ~ Belmont, NC 28012  704-825-2483

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com

Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church

holycomforter@gmail.com

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster

Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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